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«* How mtny ftoriet hive 1 (cattereJ ap and ctown 
in this bookf that I only touch upon, which, ihould 
any one more curioufly fearch into^ tbev would find 
mnttcr enough to produce infinite eflays : neither thofe 
iloricsv nor my allegationi, do always ferve, rimply, 
v'lorvxaniple, authority, or ornament. I do not only 
' -tigard them for the ufe I make of them $ they carry 
Ibmedmes, befides what I apply them to, the feed of 
WL more rich and bolder matter ; and fometimes, coU 
laterally, a more delicate found, both to me myfelf, 
who wUl exprefs no more in thb place, and to others 
who ihall happen to be of my ear. Like Longlnus^ 
IViblime, a great deal more is left the reader to fupply 
(by die path of thought it leads him into) than is ex* 
|»fdred.'' 

Moutatgnef Efay I. 39. p. 354^ 
* . 

The Arahiant have a collection of this fort, which . 
is entitled Rahi Alabrart or Priniemps det jufteSf as 
d*H€rheloi tranflates it, whofe words are thefe: " Cei 
savrage if eft rimpli qui dtt fenUnckit d^exemftes^ it 
d^ hiftciru agnahUs^ qui njoutfent U h£liur ; //, in un 
moip e*ift un anthilogU la plus ampU it la plus ncbtrcbSi - 
fu^ilfi tnwQi dans la Uturatun AraHqui^ 

N. B. Thi following an t akin from a much largtrnum^f 
htr^ 'wbitb an intended for* publication. 
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Mrai iiii hgeuium ad iUciewdos ex nhus firmoneu 

Diog, Lacrt, de Socrat^i 

jtdfftabaii ixcirfetatqOe i nihil mm bgii quod mom ex^ 
cerfereu 

Plin^ Ep. in. ^. 

CA T O the Ccnfor faid, that ** he 
thought himfdf as accountable foi* 
his private Icifurc, as for his public em-* 
ployments/* OV. pro Plane. I'ji 

As readirtg is the uhiverfal exefcife and 
atnufemcht of people of elegant leifure, and 
ingenuous minds, nothing can be of more 
importance, than to give this noble occu* 
pation a right bias, and diredfc it to more , 
th^n mere amufement, which is only idling 
time away, or keeping us out of mifchief ; 
and fo apply it, as to become ufeful at the 
fame time, and make both thefe advantages 
of polite itudy mutually afllft and advance 
a a one 



one dildthen Reading will thus be made 
much more delightful by perpetually kin* 
dlingy as ic were, new lights in the imagi* 
nation, for the judgment to work upon, 
and, at the fame time, all its difcoverics 
will be fixed and rooted in the memory, ' 
and turned to advantage, and ever ready as 
ule fliall call them forth. Juft as my dear 
father ufed to do by his travelling ; every 
now and then, in his yearly progrcfs on 
horfeback, for about a fortnight, to recruit 
himfclf from his continual application for 
all the reft of the year, as occafions pre- 
fented themfelves to his fine imagination, 
and nice diftinguifhing choice, taking ele* 
gant (ketches and remembrances of the moft 
beautiful profpcfts j whereas I, who, by 
his indulgence, faw and traverfcd a far 
greater extent and variety of country, and 
much finer than ever he had the opportunity ' 
of feeing, for want of his art and delicate 
application, like common readers, made no 
colledions in this way, to ferve for future 
pleafure and profit, and retain only a gene- 
ral and confufed, though pleafing, image 
of fo many delightful views. Even fo, 
reading a vaft deal, of the moft excellent 
matter, however it may amufc and charm 

for 



fof the prefent, and, withal, perhaps, in- 
crcafe a flight and almoft ufelefs knoy/ledge, - 
yet will vety little improve the under- 
(landing, which alone deferVcs the attention 
of a mind worth cultivating, whofe capacity, 
however large, will l?c ftill poor and indi* 
gent in the midft of riches, and Ilarve in 
plenty, if it docs not appropriate to itfelf, - 
and take pofleflioni of the more folid and 
fiqurifliing fubftance of its ftudies, and (till 
turn this, by a wholefome and (cmperate 
digeftion, into its own proper ftrength and 
vigour. The mind demands thi^, juft a^ 
much as the body ; and will alike fuflfer, 
either from want of its natural diet, or 
from fwallowing more than it gives itfelf 
time to digeft : now, this will be the cafe 
even of the moft learned, and thofe who 
have read with the moft retired diligence, 
and anxious ftudy, in their own feveral 
languages, Herodotus^ Thucydides^ PofyMuSp 
Plutarch^ Ldvy^ Tacitus^ Philip de ComineSf 
Guicciardin^ and all thofe other noble wri« 
tcrs who perpetually prcfent, to a curious 
jobferver, fuch rich and* fplendid views, as 
it would be great lofs to pafs curforily by ; 
if they do not fix thofe precious material^, 
and turp them to their own pleafure and 
a 3 advan- 
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fulvantage \ trcafuriiig them up; as they rlffc, 
\}y proper refledbions and applications. 

For, as to the hiftorics themfelves, ai 
hiftorics only of fafts, Ilippofing them to bd 
ever fo certain and genuine, they are, ab« 
folutely, no more to us than romances, and 
have been of no more fervice in the reading, 
than if we had been diverting ourfclves any 
other innocent and ingenious way ; and a 
(game at chefs, finely played and imagined^ 
would have been as ufeful an amufement j 
nay, of Icfs ufe, it the other, as it generally 
decs to them who thus read^ puffed us up 
with wind, inftcad of nourilhment, and 
with empty vanity and prefumption, inftead 
of fobcr fcnfe and aftivc wor.th and virtue,- 

The true and only ufe of the ftudy of 
hiftory, and of all other ftudies, after pro-t 
viding for the neceflaries and conveniences 
of life, is to eftablilh a fet 6f principles for 
the prudent and virtuous conduft of that 
life; which can no way be accompliflied 
with fo much fafety and plcafure, as by 
obfcrvation of what others have done (ftill 
mixed with the polite and generous com- 
inerce of the great world) and applying 

this 
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this to like caics and occurrences^ and 
learning,, by experience and obfervation, 
how to change as circum(Unces change m 
the comparifon; thus dill uniting former 
events with prefent, fpcculation with prac* 
tice, and fo profiting from the right or wrong 
conduct of others. This is obtaining ex* 
periehce at a reafonable price, and ever ac- 
companied with delight in the acquifition^ 
without danger \ withal, accuftoming the 
mind more and more to reflexion, and em- 
ploying its faculties properly, fo as to nou- 
riih and ftrengtben it to a folid and lading 
health. 

If fables have always been efteemed % 
fine and ufeful mode of inftrufbion, from 
the pleafingncfs of the fubjcft, and their 
fuggcfting matter for rcfleftions, for the 
condudk of life, there cannot, furely, be 
lefs, either of pleafanthefs or materials for 
thought, in real occurrences. And why 
ihould we not make the fame ufe, at lead, 
of thefe,. as of fidtion ? with the important 
advantage of our opinion of them as real 
£ads ; which will certainly add more weight 
to them, and confequently carry a greater 
energy in perfuading, where they are thcm- 
a 4 fclvcs 
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felves to be applied to, and compared with 
what is alfo paffing before us in adtual life;* 
in which we are only treading over again 
the very fame paths which they, from whofc 
examples we are making our inferences, 
trod before us, with the very fame pafllons, 
powers, and qualities, and liable to the 
very fame accidents and events, 

But, if thefe obfcrvations and refledtioni 
are of unfpeakable ufe to condudt us in 
particular occurrences, they will of courfc 
greatly conduce to the obtaining this fyflem 
of moral principles, thus gradually built 
on the true foundation of our own experi^ 
ence, and our obfcrvations on that of others;' 
on which to red:, and to whicli direA all 
our anions, and all we have to defire, or to 
avoid •, in Ihort, a right concerted purpofc 
of life, on which always to keep our eyes 
in all our particular views, as occurrencts 
flow in with the great tide of things. 

I fuppofe the one fixed univerfal bias of 

undifciplined mankind to be unconditional 

felf'kve^ regarding nothing elfc, nor any 

other perfon whatfoever, but as thefe con- . 

' tribute, or are fubfcrvicnt to this one ob* 

jcft, 



^Jcft, that this .IS the one ever-:^ing modviar 
*(cyen when we do . not attend to it, or 
would even ojirlelves believe it often) of 
all in all things, which fets out from the 
very dawnings of choice, nay, and before, 
by inllinft, and ends only with life : and 
that immediate pleafure, or apparent hap-* 
pinefs, are the fole end and conftant fcope 
of felf'love \ but which fdf4ove^ like all 
other things, with fuch fallible creatures, 
is liable to endlefs miilakes and errors in it^ 
. judgment of this pleafure or happinefs, 
which is, iAdeed, its only true good ; but 
which, rightly underftood and dirc&ed, dill 
becomes focial from the very courfe itfelf 
of things, and the unalterable difpofitions 
of all-impartigl providence ; and equally 
ferves the individual anjl the fociety. Be- 
paufe, every one of this whole, fingly pur- 
fuing its own particular views of happinefs, 
f hey do all of courfe direft, and, as it were, 
hitch one another intp fpcial happinefs, and 
a general convenience, by the various 
. Ichemes and interefts of all, alike drawing 
fingly to thcmfelves, making each, necefla- 
rily, find his feveral account, in giving up 
fomcthing, to obtain or prefer v^e the reft; 

thus 
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thus reducing them into a certain mean^^ 
which* is the true place of continued happii^ •* 
nefs, and which equally ferves individuals 
and the whole i thus compelling felf-lovi 
znd fecial to unite in one. Thus it brings 
the total amount of human happinefs to 
that ftandard, which providence (whofe dc- 
creesy by the apt union of the end and 
means, are furc to eif^cute themfelves) hath 
allotted it, here and now \ and which is fo 
poiled and fhared, that a lefs degree would 
make life irkfome, and a greater, fo fweet 
as to be intolerable to part with. 

Self-lave feems to be the very fame in the ' 
moral ©economy of providence, that attrac- 
tion is in the natural, and is kept in its due 
bounds by the very fame counter-attraftion 
all around iti every particular body, in 
both alike, drawing fmgly to itfelf ; by 
which means the whole is reduced into that 
due and perfeft order which the Creator 
defigned, and which created things can pbf- 
fefs but in various degrees ; abfolute perfect 
(ion being the incommunicable attribute of - 
Jlimfclf alone. 

Self 
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' Self-iove then all our own experience^ and 
all our obfervation and reading of chat of 
others^ will prove to be then only well-dU 
rcfted, for our own fakes, when it is alfb 
fociaU This is fo true, that it will be found 
to be the very fum of the gofpel fyftem of 
morals; for we are commanded nothing', 
either to dp or to forbear, but as it con* 
duces to our own good ; and all the charir 
ties towards our neighbour, into which this 
noble and divine plan is branched and va^ 
ried, s^re recommended to us, only as they 
tend to, and ultimately terminate in, our 
own real advantage •, and which is fo con* 
nefted with that of others, that we cannot 
break into one, without makhig, in conic- 
quence, a proportionable breach into the 
other. 

And it will be found a no lefs pleafing 
fpeculation, than it will prove an infinitely 
ufeful one, to inveftigate the gofpel fyftem 
with this clue •, for " the ways of IVifdom 
(which is virtue) are ways of pleafantnefs, 
and all her paths are peace," And the not 
feeing this, and afting accordingly, is only 
one of thofe perpetual and innumerable in-? 

fiances 



ftancei of miftaken felfAovi^ that are conti-f I 
nually bewildering us. Virtue is no other*^ 
thzn Jelf'love znd foetal united, which is the 
gofpel and word of God; and vice is no 
other than ignorance and miftaken Jelf^hve^ 
which not feeing its neccflary connexion 
With foetal^ runs riot into all intemperance^ * 
and fo fmks and lofes itfclf. 

This teft, occafionally applied to by the 
fa&s which hiftory furnifhcs, (which is 
•* philofpphy teaching, by example/* how • 
to condu£k purfelves in all the fituations of 
public and private life-, and, therefore, 
ihould be attended to, and inveftigated with 
a philofophical fpirit) befides the ever-en- 
gaging perpetual variety, they will mutually 
aflift one another-, one (^'Jl fupplying mate- 
rials, and the other as conftantly dire<5ling 
in what manner we are to make ufe of them. 

But, indeed, the gofpel does itfelf fupply, 

in an emphatical degree, both the examples 

,and their application, by its manner of 

inculcating its own divine doftrine, by a 

continued hiflorical relation of occurrences 

^ which it applies, or leaves the reader to ap. 

ply. 



ply, together with ceruuh appofite and a&' 
fefting parable3» fprinkled here and there^ 
occafionally to ufe^ which, furely, is the 
• moft ready method imaginable to accom* 
modate divine truths and important Icflbns 
to human conception. Humanly familiar, 
* with divine dignity ! The gracious Author 
uniting both his natures to the great all- 
merciful purpofc of our inftruftionj fo 
warming and kindling the right fpirit of 
reading hiftory ; and making philofophy 
more philofophy. The gofpel being indeed 
a coUeftion and finilhed fyftcm of moral 
and focial duties, which, alone, contains 
all that the moft wife and renowned law- 
givers and philofophers had advanced, (all 
unknown, as feem:, to n*o3: of tliefe inipi- 
red writers) and yet far more y and their 
fcattered hints united into one complete 
body, that fhines with more intenfe glow 
and fplendor, as from coUcfted and united 
beams. All the former philofophy and 
moral doftrine of the ancient fages, being^ 
. like Aftlion's new-creatcd light, as it were,' 
" fphered in a radiant cloud, for yet the fun 
was not." This refplendent ai.d confum- 
mate body of the gofpel, is the fun, full- 

formed 



ibrmed'ancl eompleted i into which all for«^^ 
sner light was tranfplantcd from her cloddy 

Ihrine, 

/ . ' ■ ' 

Gnai faUii noiu 0/ tigbi t 



JONATHAN WCHARDSbK* 
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• ! CUSTOMS and CERJSMONIES/'/ V ' 
Jlitf« diftn ^9n/r9m man ibim manffm hajf. 

. R0CHBSTtt%, . 
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PERHAPS nothing is more jproper to 
give a.Aimmary idea of mankind^ and 
of their general levity and inconfiftency^ and 
the prejudices of \\^hat they call their rcafon^ . 
than a fliort furvey of fome of their cuftoms j 
becaufe thefe are not the caprices of Iingle 
men, but. tlie. fcnfe of a whole people •, and ' , 
that too, not of one particular time, but 
what have been gradually embraced, ap-» - 
proved, and.^cquiefced in^ by whole gene^ 

• rations and ages* ' 

B: By 
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Bythcfc it will appear, that the fpecies 
'have agreed fo little in their opinion of right 
and wrong, that it would almoft incline us 
to doubt whether thefe have any fixed point 
in the nature itfclf of things, and do not 
almoft depend on accidental convenience \ 
and the various circumftances of time and 
place \ or at Icull that wc have not tlie pro- 
per qualifications to enable us to determine % 
except perad venture in extreme cafes. For, 
what criterion can wc liave ? and who (hall 
be the judge? if every age and nation 
comes to plead its own caufe, and produce 
its cufloms, which ever of the other con^ 
demns it, mull withal prove why its own 
opinion is preferable to that of the age or 
nation at the bar. -j- They muft all then 
fcverally bring their particular cuftoms and 
opinions of right and wrong before the tri- 
bunal of the whole world. This is, and 
muft be, the laft refort •, except in cafes of 
immediate revelation ; but then the fame 
queftion will again recur, and >vith equal 

• — — Jf/a utiliias jit/ft froff maUr fJ aqui. Hor. 
Sat. I. i. 98. 

t A7/ agit iximfhmp litem qu9d Vua n/ohiu Id. 
Sau II. 3. 103* 
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force V for they vary as much in their 'fe-» 
veral revelations as in their cuHoms. So 
then we can have no decifion ; but every 
one muft go on, as they have done from 
the beginning, each abounding in his own 
I'cnfe and very fure that he is right, and 
all tlie reft wrong. 

They have been pleafant in relation to 
the difjM)fal of their dead. Teixeira^ in his 
Relations of the Kings ofPerfia^ fays, ** that 
the ParfiSf the remainder of the old Igni^ 
coU^ ftill very numerous in fomc of the 
provinces, have a certain place in their 
mountains, near Tardy the chief city of their 
religion, about forty leagues eaft of Ifpaban^ 
where they have preferved, they pretend, 
their perpetual JirCy without having once fuf- 
fered it to go out, for fiill 3500 years; 
which place they alfo call, in their language, 
the houfe of the fire. Near this, in holes, 
among the rocks, they bring their ancient 
people, often from very dillant parts, and 
placing them upright in one of thefc, leave 
them in this pofture, jammed up, without 
any nourilhment, till they expire ; for they 
think it a fhame, or rather a crime, to die 
B 2 in 
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in their beds^. Here, as the air is ixtremely^ 
pure and dry, they< remain in the fame 
pofture, entire imd uncorrupted for ages ;' 
and their . families and defcendants come,* 
from time to time, in great devotion, ta 
offer them flowers and fweet fmelling herbs ; 
worihipping thus, as it were, prefent and in- 
perfon, the faints and tutelar fpirits of their 
houfe.*' Pidj^o Teixeira Relaciones de los Reyes 
ie Po'fta 6? Harmuz^ p. 4^ 

• •• Thefe fame people have a quaint m©-" 
thod to find whether a perfon who dies 
younger in his. bed will be faved, or not. It 
is no matter how he lived \ Tliey fallen his 
corps on ^ horft, which they drive before- 
themj anointing firft the head and eyes' 
of their departed friend. The crows da 
not fail to light upon him prefently, and 
at once attack his eyes. Now, if they peck 
his right eye- firft, which their wife faces 
are very intent to obfervcj they conclude 
him fafe, and they preferve him, and ho- 
nour his memory accordingly ; but if they 

• 
* This notion was very ancient among them, for- 
Curtikt fays (VIIL 9. 32.) ** Nee ullus eorforibus qu^ . 
. •• fiucdus filvit honor rtdditur^* 
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faften firfl: on theleft^ there is/ no chance; 
for him, jie is, damned eternally, and his 
carcafs flung to the dogs/' Superjlicion 
Cracio/a, p. y^ : 

♦ ( 
, So ^* Pliny's Hyptrhoreans^ if they could 
get drunk, and leap into the fea from a 
rock, were fure of being faved*/* It is- 
«o wonder goodnefs of life has never been 
confidered as equal to foundnels of faith ^ 
fince priefts, who are the only arbiters of 
thefe matters, were undone by the people's 
infidelity, but lived very comfortably on 
*thcir fins. 

The Perjians of the magiary fed, as 
late as the time of Jnjlinian^. according to 
-his hiftorian Jgaihias, had an ordeal (as one 
might very well call it) of this kind ; and 
. ^ abfurd. And, to fee the inconfiftency 
•of mankind, that is, in one view, "a Tittle 
lower than angels, and in another, hardly 
a little higher than brutes ; after he had 
given an account of Mermeroez^a Per- 

• ** Mors MM nifi fatittati wV-r eputath Mibutoqut 
Jenio luxUf ix qtuidam rupt in mare falientibus. Hoe 
genus fepuhurx beatljjimum.*^ H. N. (IV.) lit p. 212. 
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fian general as one of the greateft men and 
fineft geniuies in the world, which was ap<» 
proved by the almofl conftant fuccefs of his 
wife fchemes \ he goes on to fay, " that on 
his death, his nearefl: relations carried his 
body out of the city, andexppfed it, naked, 
to be devoured by the dogs. — ^Then is the 
time to know for certain, hw) it fares with 
him in the other world % for if the dogs let 
him alone, or devour him flowly and by 
halves, they take it for granted that he 
is condemned to fufTer the moil horrible 
tortures ; and his family and friends make 
dreadful moan and weep bitterly for his 
fad cafe/* Jgathias Jujlintan^ II. lo. 

" In another place, near the gulph of 
Jpengal^ the Gentoo Indians take their pa- 
rents, when they come to an age that their 
children judge proper for it, to the top 
of a tree, and bid them hold fait; and 
then, coming down, thefe dutiful fons take 
the trunk with both their hands, and Hiake 
it with all their might. If the old people 
ftick till they are tired out with rocking 
it, they fay they are not yet quite ripe, and 
help them down ; but if they drop, they eat 
them/* Id. lb. The fame famous author, ' 

who 
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who was himfelf a long time in the parts 
he dcfcribes^ and affirms, ** he fets down 
nothing bu( what he was either an eye-witr 
ncfs of, or received from perfons who had 
been fo; and whom he thought he had 
as much reafon to credit as if he had adually 
feen himfelf what they related to him," fays^ 
that, " as he pafled through the city and 
fortrefs of Diu^ he yras prefent at the mar- 
riage of a bull and a cow, celebrated by a 
rich Banian^ or merchant among the Gen^ 
too Indians^ which coft him ten or twelve 
thoui'and ducats.'* Yet, if he is applied 
to by the greateft objed of charity, he will 
tell him coldly, God bath done you barm and 
me too. It is no wonder, if, when a man's 
zeal is mifapplied, and exhaufted on im- 
proper fubjefts, it is proportionably de- 
feftive on right and worthy ones^ and ac- 
cordingly one commonly fees that fanatick 
and fuperftitious people arc little lurking 
low dealers in inicjuity* 

Thefe are Eaft Indians. Don Pedro Gefa 
de Leony an author who was prefent at the 
firft difcovery and conqueft of Tcru^ writes 
thus: 

B4 f* Before 
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r ^ Btfott I go toy farther, i will hcrt 
let down a ftrange thifig^ and that will 

^oabtlefs aftonifli the reader. The fe- 
icond time that I paflcd thropgh thcfe yal- 
leys (in the north and richeft part of 
jPerti) when we built and peopled the city 
f>f Antiocba^ in the mountains that fur« 
round them, 1 was informed that the got 
Vemors, or caciqius^ of thofc parts were 
^ccuftomed to make iqcurfions into their 
enemy's territories, in order to take their 
women. Thefc they ufed according tq 
their plcafure, and after having brought 
tip the children they had by them till 
they were twelve or thirteen years old, 
they fatted them with great care, and eat 
them ; which piece of horrid luxury was 
indeed their chief motive to thcfe inroads. 
This, I was affured, was a cuftomary thing 
?unong them; and that which makes me 
not to doubt of it, is, what I myfelf faw 
pf one of thcfe caciques^ in company with 
the ricentiate Juan de Vadilloy who is now 
in Spain^ and will confirm it to be fa£t to 
any that (hall afk him, and it is this : 

^* The firft time we Spaniards entered into 
thcfe valleys, which were myfelf and com- 

'-' •- '' ' ' •: 'l '• pany, 



pany/one of the cacijUes^ whom tKcy tal^ • 
|ed N^honnco^ came to us in ^eace, and 
brought three women with him. Whcii 
night came, two of thefc laid thcmfelvta 
^t their length upon a mat, and the third 
acrols, by way of pillow^ and then his peo* 
pie brought in a fourth, who was ver/ 
jiandfome, an4 which he took hold of, td 
draw 'her to him. Tlic licentiate Jucn de 
yaJilh alked him^ what he was going tO^ 
do with that girl ? (which- fccms an odd 
.<lueftion % one would think he might have 
guefled, though he would have gueffcd 
wrongO The cactque looked him in. the 
face, and faid very calmly. To tat her. Vd^ 
4illo^ hearing this, * was amazed, as we all 
were, and aflced him, //t>w be could think of 
eating bery being as feemed too, bis wife f 
The cacique^ raifing his voice, anfwe^ed : J 
have eat ber cbiklren^ and I will eat ber/*^ 
Ciepa de Leon * c. 1 2. 
• * ' » ' • . 

* This Ciifa di Lt$ni% an atith6r of credit. Bflyh hath 
given this ftory, but in part only, in his article ; but; 
as he could never procure ahy but an Italian tranila* 
tion, there is a miihlce in what he hath given, l^his « 
is entire^ and dire£Uy from the Sfsanijh. 

^ • •• 1 
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• But ftai thcfc, whofe cuftoms we have 
quoted^ are * barbarians, JJiattcs andjime^^ 
ricans\ regions where fciencc hath never 
made any great progrefs. It is in Europe 
only that human nature hath exerted itfelf ; 
and here, without doubt, by far the moft 
eminently, among the Greeks and Romans ; 
yet thefe have had cuftoms fo univerfal and 
lafting, as to prove that they were; the fenfe 
of thofc nations, even in their higheft point 
of glory and knowledge \ and yet as re- 
pugnant^ to reafon j at leaft to our fenfe, 
(which every man, for himfclf, calls reafon) 
as any of the other, and infinitely more 
inifchievous. 

The combats of gladiators were a darling 
diverfion of the Romanjfy for fix hundred' 
years ; but they are fo horrid and offcnfive 
to our manners, and fo . repugnant, one 
would think, to human nature, that fuch a 
praftice, fo long continued, would be ut- 
terly incredible, if all hiflory did not .teftlfy 
the truth of it. But, as it is undeniable 
that it appeared otherwife to a noble and 
polite people, it is almoft prefumptuous to 
pronounce in our own cauie, and from 
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whence there is now no appeal, that our 
ftnfe is better than their feme. 

< ' 

Upon a fuppofition of a future date, 
which even the niofl: rude and remote an- 
cients believed ; and that, with the fame 
paffions, the dead would want the fame • 
conveniences as when alive, they not only 
buried or burned, with their bodies, all 
thofe utcnfils and animals in which they had 
iDofl: delighted, but even facrificed to their 
future fcrvice or friendfliip the men and 
women they had moft loved. 

It was a cuftom in Spain *, that thofe who 
were the higheft and ncareft in the fervicc 
of the prince, devoted themfelves to die 
with him, whenever his death fhould hap- » 
pen. The prince found his account in 
this, efpecially in war •, becaufe it was the 
immediate intercft of thefe to fecure his 
life, at all events. Sertorius had fome thou- 
fands who had thus devoted themfelves to 
him \ and accordingly, when he was once 
in a moft imminent danger, they all crow- 

• Plutarch, Scrtoriutf (V.) p. 208, 
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ded fbbux him, and dclivcmd him ostt 
their heads, from one to another, till they 
had put him in a place of fecurity, and 
then every one took care of himfelf, which 
might othcrwife have been done probably 
before. 

' At firft, in the univcrfal darkncfs of 
mankind, when they were plunged in ig* 
norance and barbariim, they facrificed thefe 
without ceremony, by cutting their throats 
like other vi&ims, on the funeral piles 
themfelves; and placed them round the 
dead body ; juft as * Homer defcribes 
the flaughter of the twelve noble Trojan 
youths on that of Palroclus^ with his fa- 
vourite horfes and dogs. But afterwards, as 
the times polifticd a little, they changed 
this into the victims fighting and killing 
one another, at leaft, and with a chance 
of fome of them efcaping. Yet,' in fora'e 
cafes, . the firft barbarity was . executed 
to the rigour, even in the moft polite 
and learned times of the heathen world. 
Even when Hr^il and Horace wrote, " Ju^ 
gujlus C^far^ after having reduced the poor 

• J7. xxiij/i75, 
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city of Perugia^ (fo ncaif to Rome itfclf) 
which had been declared an enemy to tho 
Roman people by the fenate, (only becaufe 
thefe wanted their lands to divide among 
the foldiers who had enflaved them, and 
who began to be mutinous,) reduced them^ 
with all the blood and mifery that human 
nature is capable of fufFcring, fo that P^-- 
rugian famine became a proverb ever after; 
and thofe few who had efcapcd in fuch a 
populous city, and flung themfclvcs on the 
mercy of /ugujlus every where, as he paiTed 
among the ftarved and rotten bodies througfi 
the ftreets, had only this anfwer from him, 
Te muft die 5 he chofc out three hundred * of 
the chief and moil noble youths who had 
furrendered to him, after the moft brave 
defence of their own and their wives and 
children's lives and liberties, and cut all . 
their throats, on an altar raifed for that pur- 
pofe to Julius C^far\* (becaufe that hero 
had not had blood enough in his life- time !) 
Could any thing but the perpetual and daily 
ufe of feeing blood even in tlieir divcrfions, 
bring a man of fcnfe and parts, to fuch an 

' ^ Suei^u, n)it% Cr I5f Dhn tip 400* 
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unfeeling favagcnefs of temper ! wtiom even 
the being highly inftrudted in the arts that 
polifh humaii nature^ could not foftcn from 
fuch a ferocity of manners ! A nation fhould 
above all things watch over its cuftdms, as 
a private man over his habits. The general 
mind of a nation is made and moulded to 
its cuftoms, as thofe of particular people are 
to the company they happen to keep ; there- 
fore fome one faid very well, Qjufe the thing 
that is mojl expedient^ cujlom will make it the 
mojl agreeable. 

• 

The TufranSf the moft polifhed people of 
the country at that time, were the firft who 
introduced this horrid cuftom into Italy -^ but 
it muft be confidered, that even this was a 
foftening of a more horrid one. There are 
ftill innumerable proofs pf this in the paint- 
ings on their vafes, and fculptures on their 
farcophagi, that I have fecn in the Great 
Duke^s collection*, and arc dug up everyday 
about /irezzoj and the ruins of their ancient 
cities •, and thcfe fo ancient as to be moft of 
them before the building oiRome^ which did 

* See Dm}fter*i Uetruria Ri^ia, publiflied by Lord 
Liicf/Ien 
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not receive it till about five hundred years 
after % fo that it was not the effeft of rude 
barbarifm in them, but of the wealth and 
luxury of the times ; and continued through 
all the moft flourifhing and polifhed em- 
pire, till Chriftianity abolifhed it, with the 
other cruel and favage rights that would 
have continued as long as their power, if - 
this religion of reafon and humanity had 
not, happily for mankind, intervened. 

This, which was at firft very rare, and 
only for the funerals of thofe of extreme 
rank, grew afterwards to be common for 
all of any confidcration. The people be- 
came fo fond of thefe cruel fpeftacles, that 
they would not fufFcr eminent men to be 
burned without them. Even the funerals 
of women were polluted with this favage- 
ncfs. JuHhs C^e/ar* was the firft that did 
this, for his daughter Juliay the wife of 
Pompey. Afterwards this too became fre- 
quent. Hadrian-]^ for his mother-in-law, &c» 

But as the Romans grew ftill more weal- 
thy and wanton with luxury, they were ex- 

* SMftcft, vif. c. t6*Dhn. 40« f Spart\an% mii. c. p. 
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bibittd oti tU^occafipn), pf ajl kinds« wKcrcr 
the people were to be highly entertained^ 
and their favpjjr cowrtedr This was dona 
in the amphitheatre, where not only the 
emperor, the fcAaCe, and the equcftrian order 
had their proper places, but even the ladies, 
wy, and the veftal virgins, were prefcnt at' 
ijiefe butcheries *, where decency was no 
piore regarded than humanity; as they 
fought ftark naked ^nd pampered up a long 
time before to the moll fleck and mufcular 
force and elegance that the mafculine form 
was capable of attaining by art. ^ 

. Not contented with the public exhibition 
of thefe cruel Ipeftaclcs, they were intro^ 
duced into feafts and grand fuppers. They 
fought round the table during the repaft^ 
and the genial board was fprinklcd with the 
blood of dying gladiators ; nay the guefts 
were invited, not fo much to a luxurious 
entertainment, for that was trite and vul- 
gar, as to be treated with thefe fpcdacles,. 
'and the gay debauchee fat encouraging 
them' not to fpare one another, or them- 

. • Prudentiut givei a lively dcfcription of this, with 
a proper indlgnationt 
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felvest and clapped as they munlered their 
adverfaries. Silius Ital. XI. 4X« Nia Da-- 
mafcenus. 

Thcfc conquerors of the world, thefe maf- 
ters of the fpoils 6f innumerable nations^ 
that they had been civilifing with their 
blood, ieem to have put the laft refinement 
upon luxury, by adding the contrail of 
others mifery to their own enjoyment ; like 
" the old Tufcans^ who, as Plutarch tells 
us, ufed to have their (laves fcourged and 
tortured before them at their folemn feafts, 
while the mufic was playing, to enhance 
their own jollity by their fufferings/* Di 
Iriy from Jrijloik. 

It was the conftant opinion of the an* 
cients, both Greeks and Romans^ who afted 
and wrote as we fee, (what inequalities in 
human nature !) that the Gods, in the midft 
of their own perfeft blifs, were very en- 
vious if they faw us a little more happy 
than ordinary,- and particularly that ill-na- 
tured goddefs Nmefis^ whofe whole bufi- 
nefs was, to dafli our fincereft joys ; fo 
that they had fct forms on extraordinary oc^ 
cafions, and particularly triumphs and other 
C , inferior 



inferiar jpublic rqoicings, of appcafing 
their jcaloufy, and atoning, for their prc^ 
fcnt happinefs. Sec Tit. IJviuSj V. 21, and 
Plut. CamtlluSf p« 96^ and not. Dacier. 

, No wonder if they encouraged in them- 
felves what they conceived as inculcated to 
them by the example and praftice of the 
Gods. O the moft fatal fure of all er- 
rors, an unworthy idea of the divine na» 
ture! 

This might probably have been one ori- 
ginal occafion of thefe butcheries (though 
afterwards ufcd.for delight) as it was, for 
the confuPs exhibiting gladiators before 
he fet out againft the enemy. " It is the 
general opinion", fays one of their hifto- 
rians, " that our ancients praflifcd this de- 
votion in going out of Rente againO: an ene- 
my ; that Nefnefis being thus appeafcd by 
the blood of citizens, in this fort of mock- 
battle, might be, in fome degree, fatiated, 
and fo induced to fpare it the more, when 
the true one fhould happen." Capita JUn. 
Maxim. & Balbin. 8. 

!! Theft 
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* " Thcfc viftims to the public diverfions 
of thole times, were fed with rich meats to 
make them fleek and plump as well as ner- 
vous, fo that they might bleed the freer^ 
and die more fiercely. If they fought with 
any degree of fliynefs or timidity, there 
were officers ready, on tJjp people's cla- 
mours, to fcourge them, or burn them with 
torches pufhed on their backs, to enrage 
them with the fmart of the fcaldirtg pitch/** 
St. typriaHf Ep. 2. ad Donat. 

At laft after having behaved themfelves 
gallantly, and when they were covered with 
wounds and gafhes, and foaked in their own 
and adverfaries blood, and now jufl: faint* 
ing, they (Iretched out their hands and fup* 
pliant faces, to the innumerable aifembly 
of all ranks of both fexes, begging their 
lives, f and hoping, for a plea, that they 
had contented them with their behaviour j 

• — Hminum, inclyti ThiftUf 

Sanguh erant^ bominti^ eademque injidera^ ffdtm 
SoriiiHi animarum^ almeniaqui wftra ereaiu 

Stat.Thcb.XII.5fj., 

f See this painted from the life, as himrelf had often 
feen it, by J#wf« £/• VII. and Cicif Orai. pro J. 
Milont 34* 
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if not} they declared themfelve$ ready to 
undergo their fentence. If the people were 
in good humour with them, they were fc^t 
away for that timej if not, they cried out 
receive the fword^ recipe ferrum : on which, 
without hefitation, they held dieir fide for 
their adverfary to plunge his fword into, or 
if they could ftand no longer, their throat. 
Yet even here, in this uttermoft diftrefs 
and contempt, there was room for vanity 
(for where will not vanity .find a place, or 
into what dirty hole will it not wriggle it- 
fclf!) Thefc buts of the public pride, and 
wanton fcorn of their cruelty, ftill ex- 
ulted in the critical nicencfs of their 
poftures for the wound of their opponent ; 
and when all over blood and gafhcs, far 
from being fcen to fufFcr, if refufcd their 
petition, and bade to die, held their fide or 
throat in a graceful pofture, to fatisfy the 
expedation of the amphitheatre, and gain the, 
poflhumous applaufe of thofe that confi- 
dered them in no other light, than as they 
diverted them with their death. Nay, 
fometimes the people were fo eager when 
"they thought they had not behaved with 
fufficient animofity againft one another, that 
they would make them be cut to pieces be- 

fore 
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fore them,* for fear of foul play, or that 
their adverfary favoured them, and they 
might come to life again, thefe wretches 
who had been diverting them all this while 
with their blood and mifery! and it was 
not uncomtpon for them to come out of 
their places, and thrufl their hands into the 
wound and rummage it about, to fee if it 
were deep enough and fairly mortal. 

*' The emperor Comtnodus • himfelf did 
this \ but, as it was commoh, it is not 
taken notice of by the hiftorian upon this 
account, but for his wiping his bloody hand 
on his hair^ nor even for the favagenefs of 
this filthy circumftance, but becaufe it was 
confidcred as an omen, (being but a little 
before he was murdered) and the moving 
hiis hand from a dead body to his head was, 
that he had thus devoted himfelf to death ; 
as if he had ufcd the form of imprecation, 
and faid, let it he onny own bead!** LeimprU 
dius^ vit. c. i6, . 

What a ftrift and perpetual alliance be- 
tween ignorance, fuperftition, and cruelty *, 

C3 which 
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which -are a leafh of hell-hounds that con*- 
Aahtly hunt together 1 i 

They would fight thus for fixty or fe^ 
venty pairs at one (how ; when exhibited tQ 
gain the people's fufFrages for the greater 
magiftracies. Julius C^rfar gave three hun- 
dred and twenty pairs in his a^dilefhipf 

As foon as difpatched, the dead bodies 
weredragged out of the A-ena with a hook^ 
and flung one after another into a great hole 
for that purpofe ; the place new fapded, and 
a frelh pair brought in. 

At length the religion of humanity an4 
mercy aboliflied all this, but not till three 
hundred years after Cbrift^ in the reign of 
Conjlantine the Great. Sub cujus humano im^ 
peric immanUatem dim exuit orbis Romanus^ * 
fays Petifcusy on hisrcftrainingth^j Hivage- 
nefs of inafters to their flaves, ChtJjli- 
4ittity may well be faid to have brought life 
and immortality to light f •, fince it hath en- 

• ^ Piii/c. Lix. Jniiq. T- !!• p. 77^. 

t II Tim. l^ lOf 

lightened 
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lightened this life^ as much as it hath fecu^ 
red to us another. Before^ qualibus in tene^ 
hris viU 1 • 

One would think human nature could 
hardly find out, or fall into a cuftom more 
barbarous, irrational, and more abhorrent 
to itfelf. But I am afraid we make our na*/ 
ture too great a compliment, in fuppofing 
vice and folly fo abhorrent to it. If •we ex* 
amine the civil and religious coiidufb of the 
fpecies through ages and countries, which 
is the faireft teft, it will furely appear, 
that it fympathifes but too much with thele 
qualities. An abridgment of the hiftory of 
that one, and all pafllons in one, fclf-love, 
would abundantly account for all; and 
at the fame time give fentence againft us^ 
But it would alfo appear perhaps, that this 
univerfal quality hath not done more harm 
to others, than it hath done to itfelf. 
" jllieno imperio felicior quam fuo /" Tacit. 
H. I. 49. 

Mankind have aftually. fallen into a cu- 
ftom more barbarous, far more irrational^ 

C4 and 



and more extenfive. For gladiators were 
only among the Ramans \ the Greeks (a 
number of fmall common-wealths) not be-« 
xng able to afford the expence ; and bcfldes^ 
thefe ruffians were the fcum and offal of 
human nature, and the fink and very com- 
fnon fewer of all vice and brutality; but 
parents cxpofing their own children, their 
new-born infants, to death, to ftarve with 
hunger and cold in a lone place, the blof- 
fom and beauty of fimple innocent nature ! 
becaufe they would not be at the expence 
of nourifliing them, and this often of peo- 
ple who lived in eafe and plenty,* was not 
more horrid and unnatural than it was fre« 
quent, and for ages, both with Greeks and 
Romans.f 

* hgeuMs Ji ixponantur h firwlem intttfin conH" 
ihtum. Seneca V. Controv* 35. 

t ExfofitU infanitm §mnium fere gentium fmt^ fed 
& Graewrum plerwumquet except h TManit, apud cues 
lege wtiium infantes expcnere* Laced^emoniif diftipUna 
e^teris'^ rigidieresf at bac extenendi eenfuetudini mem 
atberruerunt. Petifcui Lex* Antiq. 



« ' Damna*uit parens ^ 

Et in alta nemora pabulum mijit ferit 
jividis, avituffue juas Cjthicren nexius 
jut* Sensca in ( 
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- Asfoon as the babe was born, it was 
brought to the father by the midwifet and 
laid on the ground before him; and the. 
father either took it up, and put it a mo- 
ment in his bofom, and then it was to be 
nourifhed j or clfc ordered it to be expofed. 
They feidom murdered it thcmfclves, though 
this they did fometinies ; and Cbremes^ in 
Terence*! Heautontimorumenos*^ gravely re- 
proaches his wife for having delivered his 
infant daughter to another to be expofed, 
inftead of killing her herlelf, as he had or- 
dered before flie was brought to bed^ in 
cafe it fhould prove a girl. 

Totpeceaia in hdc n ifteudh ; namjamfriwmm^fitimm 
Jmperium exeqid 'utlulfftt^ iniiremptam ^pcrtttii $ 
Vonjimulari mortim n/trbiSf reip/i/pim ntiia dmni ^ ' 

and accordingly fhe owns her fault. 

Mi Cbreme^ piccari^ fateor \ vinofr. Not 
does he at all appear to a£t any way extra- 



* VL I. 21. This play of Tere/tce is taken from . 
the Greit one of MiMatuftr, who wrote at the rtry dme 
of the utmoft flower of the GneJt politenefs and gran- 
deur ; and every one knows that comedies are the 
authentic reprefentations of the times, and their 
manners. 

ordinarily 
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ordiiMurily iii this, but rather perfilb in 
nbufing her for not knowing what was 
' good, and right, and juft, 

i^V CMM illis agas qui mqui Jus^ neque homm^ aiqtti 

;i Different nations have not only different 
languages, that are not underftood by one 
' another ; and different provinjjtes or coun- 
tries of i the fame, different dialefls and 
phrafes, that appear abfurd and ridiculous, . 
or harfh and diffonant to thofe of another ; 
bu( vary as much in their ideas and notions 
of religious and civil truth and juftice. 

* When it was determined that the infant 
Ihould be expofed, a flave, or otiier perfon 
employed, carried it, and laid it. in a defert 
place, to die unfccn and unheard, with 
hunger and cqliil; while the parents could 
go calmly to their own meals j or what was 

* The fixed and fctded cuftom of expofing their 
' children, even in families of condition, is proved, be- 
yond all controverfy, bv the very laws them felves, 
tx>th of the Greei and the Roman emperors, now ex-< 
tant, that were made to decide upon what is to be done 
with thoie that happened to be afterwards known again 
when grown up. Sec PaaUiis J. C. L. IV, Datgna* 
^ ' -'h liber iu 

more 



more comtooh, the poor little iiuukent bab^ 
was placed in a road where there was con^c 
courie * i that if any paflenger (hoiild think 
fit to take care of it, he might j though 
the life thefc children were, for the moft 
part, made of in thefe cafes, was thought 
among them to be a misfortune to them ; 
and that it had been better for them to have 
pcrilhed at firft, as their parents had de-t * 
figned. This ufe will be mentioned by and 
by. ' •. 

. On fending them to be expofed, the mo-»^ 
thcr commonly put, a ring or piece of 
money f into the baflcet with them, be- 
cause, forfooth, they had a fcruple of de« 

* The old fcholiaft of JuvinaU who, {peaking of 
this cuftom, which, he fap, was fo common that he . 
(hall not expatiate upon it, acquaints us, that they 
were frequently laid on the fide of the great common, 
fcwer^ Juvenal^ VL 602. 

Arifiophanes fpeaks of a mother who expofed her 
child the moment it was bom, in an open veiTel of 
earthen ware, in the midft of winter. Ariftopb. B«Tf«x* 

t Helhdorutt in his jEthiopicj,'^'^-** Now fliew 
me, fays a lady, the rich mantle, and thb other jew-? 
els, which you tell me you found with my poor daugh-r 
tcr, which I ordered to be expofed,'* 

So far were they from being afhamed of this, that 
they often engraved the names of the father and mo- 
"^ r on a rich buckle that fattened the child's mantle, 

th<.t 
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frauding thcih of their natural right to a 

fliare of their parents goods: 

• • / 

Cmm ixf$Miiutam /« i/tff V# dijii^ mmmluM 
J)iiraJk$t li iMM Mc» ui mm cum fttelU ixfoinnif 
Si munniMrp m ixfirt farth ifti di noflrh Umu * 

This wife precaution was of a piece with 
another cultom they had« On burying a 
criminal alive, they were very careful to 
leave him a loaf of bread, and a cup of 
water, that they might not fccm to be fo 
cruel as to defign to ftarve him to death. 
So too with US; fuch is the corruption of 
the mildeft and mod humane 6f all difpen- 
iations ! The inquifitors, when they deliver 
a heretic into the fecular hands, adjure 
them, by the bowels of Jefus, not to do him 
any barm. It is thus that thefe rafcals avoid 
having to do with blood. What farce and . 
blafphemy ! to enhance the moft unfeeling 
and favage inhumanity, with the hypocri- 
tical maik of compafTion ! * . 

that if any took it up, they might find fome fort of 
reward for their troable ; and it it died^ there ihotild 
be wherewithal to bury it. Heliodorus. 

• Thefe 
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firmttit fmriu! Virg. JEm. !• . . . 
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" The emperor Qaudius^ after having rc^ 
ceived and nourilhed his daughter Claudia^ 
of which his wife Urgulanilla was brought 
to bfed but five months after her divorce^ • 
on a fudden caufed'^it to be hung naked at 
Its mother's door." Suetonius Ctaud. 27. 

** EpiSetus^s only attendant was a wo- 
man, whom he took in his advanced years^ 
to nurfe a child, which otherwife one of his 
friends would have expofed to perifli. An 
amiable proof of the poor old man's g(ood« 
nature and difapprobation, it is to be ho- 
ped, of that fhocking, yet common in- 
ftance of heathen blindncfs and barbarity.** 
Mrs. Eliz. Carter*s IntroduSlion to the work* 
of EpiSleiuSy p. xxix. . , 

Yet Ariftotk approves this cuftom, in hii 
Politics ; and fome of the greateft Greek and 
jR(?w^» writers, in defcribing the manners 
of fome nations, remark on their not expo-* 
fing their children, as a piece of fingularit^ 
and a fort of barbarifm. And " Chiloj the 
Lacedamonian philofophcr, vciy gravely ad- 
I yifes 
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yifcs Hippocratis^ who had met with what 
ithcy took for a prodigy in facrificing, never 
to marry I or, if he married, to divorce his 
wife immediately •, or at Icaft to.deftroy 
whatever children he fhould have of her." 
Jrift. Polit. VII. c. i6. — Straho XVII; of 
the Egyptians. — Tacitus^ of the JewSj H. V, 
Dion. Hal. of the Jhorigines L init. Diog, 
Laert. 

Does it not feem as if mankind differed 
even in the firft principles of reafoning ; 
and that what is a felf-evident truth in one 
nation, and one age, is the very reverfe, di- 
ametrically contrary in another ! 

. Perhaps, if more ftriftly examined than 
hath yet been done, (taking always expe- 
rience and hillorical faAs along with us) it 
will appear, that what we call our reafon, 
is little elfe than the cufloms we have al- 
ways been ufed to, and the llrong but un- 
' heeded bias that the firft impreflfions from the 
arbitrary appearances of things on our firft 
and earlieft perceptions have giVen to our 
faculties, and by degrees rooted and incor* 
porated into our minds, before we were in 
any condition to fcaipch into their truth and 

right- 
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riglitnefs. Magni eft ingenii revoean rnentm 
dfenfihuSf & cogitationem a confuetudine. Cic * 

Certainly, in cafes, of religion, thofe 
things with whofe truth we arc in the high- 
eft degree fatisfied and moft highly venerate, 
happening to be born in Itafyy for inftancc, '\ 
we ihould as implicitly be fatisfied were ut- 
terly falfc, abfurd, and criminal, if we had 
happened to have been dropped in Ccnftan-' ^ 
tinople \ and why Ihould it not be the fame, 
in degree, in other fpcculative points ? 

The Romans continued this monftrous 
prafticc during all that great confular time 
we fo much admire, and admire with reafon 
in many cafes ; but it is with nations as with 
particular pcrfons, that the nearer you look 
into them often, the lefs you like them : 
" Nobody hath fo little an opinion of a 
great man," fays Rochefaucauld^ •* as his 
valet dc chambre." " A prophet, in fine, 
is not honoured in his own country, and 
among his ov/n kin, and in his own houfe." 
The domeftic life is a very different thing 
from the public and open fccne. The Car* 
D Ibaginians 



tbagmans facrificed their children to Mo^, 
locb^ now and then, on extraordinary occa*/ 
fions of public calamity; the thing was 
done pompoufly % and they are infamous for 
it to this day. The Rowans put theirs to 
a more cruel death, becaufe more linger- 
ing, daily j and the commonnefs of it, with- 
out ceremony, made it difrcgardcd for above 
a thoufand years, quite down to the reign 
oi Vakntinian. At length the mildnefs and 
benevolence of the Chrifiian religion put a 
final end to, and utterly abolifhed this dire 
praftice -, and took away from parents the 
power of murdering their own children.— 
. Good God ! that this power ihould ever 
have been given them, or that it fliould 
ever have needed to be taken away from 
them ! 

Perhaps we fee nothing as it is, and all 
our ideas of truth depend on cuftom •, what 
we happen to have been ufcd to. Certainly 
the fame things arc fcen very differently, by 
people in the higheft life, thofe in the mid- 
dling, and by the dregs of the populace ; 
as, though they fpeak the fame language, 
they hardly ufe any* of one anothcrs words 
and phrafcs. Whole nations fee things 

much 



(35) 

much in the fame grofs light with one ailo-^ 
ther, and quite different from that in whicli 
other whole nations fee themi not only ifi 
religion and politics, (into which they arc 
in a manner compelled) but in the common 
occurrences and fadiions In the general 
commerce of the world. When our cars . 
are familiarifed to a certain repetition of 
verfcs or words, we cannot abide to chijngc 
them often, though found to be wrong. -Ufe 
makes that appear to be reafon, at which, 
on the firft hearing, in our mature years, we 
fliould have fcoffed, but now will difputc 
and wrangle for ; and if very abfurd, or 
altogether unintelligible, we will fufFer per- 
fecution, and even death, in the fupport of 
it. We may fay, that every national religion 
is a faftitious one,. and all are fure of the 
rightncfs of it in its own little or large 
dillrid, though contradifted, abhorred, or 
defpiled every where elfc, all around it, with 
like aflurance. That theri, one Ihould 
think, feems to bid the faireft for being the 
firft bed, which every other* agrees to be 
the next bed to itfelf ; and this is that of 
nature and reafon, whofe only articles arc 
all the focial virtues. 

D 2 ** The 
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** The author of the Religion cf Nature 
DeUneated alked a bigot^ " How many reli- 
gions and feds he thought there' might be 
•in the world?" "Why, fays he, I can 
make no judgment ; I never confidered that 
queftion.'* " Do you think, faid Wolla^ 
fton^ there may be an hundred ?*• " Oh, 
yes fure, replied he, at Icaft." " Why then, 
laid he, it is ^ninety-nine to one you are in 
the wrong." 

" As to that fpirit of toleration in reh*- 
gion, for which the Gentoos are fo Angularly 
diftinguifhed, it is doubtlefs owing to that 
fundamental tenet of it,, of which the pur- 
port is, that the diverfity of modes of 
worfliip is apparently agreeable to tlie God 
of the univcrfe*, that all prayers put up to 
him from man are equally acceptable ; and 
fanifbified to him by the fincerity of the in- 
tention; that the true univerfal religion is 
no other' than the religion of the heart*, 
. that the various outward forms of it are 
only acceffories, indifferent in themfelvcs, 
and merely accidents of time, place, edu- 
cation, or birth.*' Crofe^ Voyage to^tbe Eaft- 
Indies^ 291. 

Whether 
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. Whether thcfc arc the notions of this 
fimple, good, and altogether harmlefs fet of 
people, I know not; or whether the au- 
thor hath rather given us his own ; they 
are wife, humane, and worthy of the pa- 
rent of the univcrfe, and of all thofe infi- 
nite varieties of all kinds that this all bene- 
ficent fatlier hath Ordained for the delights, 
as well as neccffities, of his children. And 
the compulfion to an uniformity of faiih 
and articles, is the intcrefted roguery of 
every (hop ftriving to keep all the trade to 
itfelf, and bring in as much more as pof^ 
fible. 
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PR I P E. 

P0>I*l EllAY* 

MAN 1$ an animal that hath two kgs 
only, without wings, and is proud. 
I believe this lafi: may be juftly added to 
Platans definition, as being peculiar to man. 
Other animals have mettle, which is no 
, D 3 othc; 
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Other than high fpirits, well fed. And 
many men have this, who have Jio great 
degree of pride, as others that are very 
proud, have abfolutely no mettle. They 
. arc two veiy dillinft qualities, one of which 
is pure natural Ipirit, kept up or improved 
by accident ; and die other is upon princi- . 
pie. Pride arifcs from comparing ourfelves 
with others, while we plead the caufe of 
botli before the tribunal of our own fclf-love. 
'This fort of ccmparifon, I believe, no other 
animal makes, in any degree whatfoever *. 
Man proceeds, like the reft, from an egg, 
a worm, an embrio, to a thing that feels, 
to a thing that reflcfts ; and then.it is 
fraud. It looks about, and fees how every 
other thing is inferior to it; and then it 
laughs \ which is only a quality given it to 
exprefs its other quality. Pride -, and as 
other animals have not the one, they have 
no occafion for the other. 

Now this animal that hath got thus far, 
it knows not at all how, comes in a little 

♦ Nee m^/erius quiJquam bomine aut fuptrlluu Plttt* 
II. N. II. 7, Hcu dementiam ah his initih exiftiman'^ 
fium ad fuperhiam ft genitos ! Id, VII. !• 

timc> 
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But afterwards the R^mancmpcronmzde 
10 fcruple of profefllng their rank; and 
lad al ars and temples raifcd to thcm.-r 
mgujlus himfelf, fo wife and moderate! 
hutfed up the incenfe with wide hoftrils, 
md could gravely hear Virgil invoking his 
infpiration for his Georgus^ * with that of 
Ceres^ JSeptune^ Pan^ and the reft of them ; 
md perhaps loved him for this more than 
or the divine work. 

Yet even this was decent to what was 
:ommonly pradifed afterwards ; and Lucan^ 
^tatiuSj Martial^ Clatidian^ ftifled, every one 
)f them, his God with the grofleft and 
jreafieft vapours j and Nero and Domitianj 
vhom no crime eould (hamC, were no more 
iihamed of fuch praifes ; fo fteady and te- 
lacious is human pride ! 

Yet ftill thefc were poets : FaL Maxtmus^ 
\ moral hiftorian, invokes the divinity of 
Tiberius^ and tells him, that ** He hath the 
idvantage of other writers who have im- 

• So Horace t-""^ 
VrAffinti tiht maturos largimur hon^et^ 
Juranda/que tuum per numen ponimus aras. 

In the epiiUe to Auguftut himfelf. 

plored 
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plored the afliftance of Jupiter^ and the 
other gods; for, their godhead, fays he, 
we only believe, and take upon truft •, thine 
we behold, prefent, and know ; the other 
gods we have received •, thee, thy father 
and grandfather (Attgujlus and Julha) we 
have given to heaven.'* 

I have never met with any mortals who 
have been more than divine, except in one 
(ingle inftancc ; arid that was, for our glory, 
king James the l.'s queen, Anne of Denmarky 
who is regaled with this title in Plorio^s fon- 
net, (he was one of the gentlemen of her 
bedchamber) prefixed to his trandation of 
Montatgne^s EJfays. Di magnanimita, virtiy 
leUade\ incomparabile^fopradivina! 

The Terjian kings were anciently adored 
in form, and fome of the naked or ragged 
kings oi Africa have been gods. As for the 
hoxxt^ Hotientots they have not as yet found 
• out that they were gods, but only the top 
of mankind. 

But, it is not the moft eminent alone ; 
all other orders are proud in proportion ; 
there is no fubjeft fo mean and contemp- 
tible 
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tible into whicli pride will not find fonie pre^ 
tence or other to fncak, and 'iicMt itfclf. 
And apropos to fneaking; thofe who have 
it arc generally moft afhamcd of it, and 
endeavour to ma(k it under any other ap- 
pearance they can. It is indeed a contradic- 
tion to itfclf J for, purfue it but into its 
haunts, and you will find, that nothing is 
fo humble as pride. 

Yet, with all this, man hath fome char- 
ming qualities, that make him a truly ami- 
able creature. Nay, this very pride, when 
properly exerted, is the bed guarantee of a 
generous and worthy behaviour; as it in- 
Jpires him with an honefl: bravery of fpirit, 
a noble jealoufy of his conduft, and an ab- 
horrence of any thing that may hurt and 
contradift his due fclfrefceem. Nay, va- 
nity, that other univcrfal quality in him, 
(fo like pride, and fo unlike it) is a moil 
fecial virtue, as it courts mankind, whereas 
pride dildains them. But thefc will appear 
in their natural colours, as occafion fliall 
prcfent them hereafter in the courfe of thefc 
cflliys ; as alfo the how and w/^, from ex- 
amples thcmfelves j which, I think, will 
introduce human nature to fome advantage; 

their 
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ttheir good qualities far preponderating their 
bad i neither of them extreme, in any one 
infUnce; nor ever can be, in our prcfcnt 
ftate ; for nothing is fo wholly good, but 
that it hath, in itfelf or confequences, fome 
bad ; and nothing fo wholly bad, but that 
it hath fome good. All is in a certain, fixed, 
and fore-determined degree of impcrfeftion 
with us, here and now, according to the 
great univerfal ceconomy of order and fu- 
.bordination •, and this very imperfcdion fo 
juftly balanced by laws that execute them- 
fclves, as to be all of a piece. And this 
juft degree of imperfeftion, precifely what 
is allotted this our place in the gradation of 
beings, fo as to fill up that univerfal har- 
mony which conllitutcs the all-perfcdt or- 
der of the whole ; every degree fitted for 
its rank, and confident with itfelf, and all 
the feveral degrees around it, fo as to be 
each and every one the happicft for the 
feveral allc»tments, as diftributed by their 
all- wife, all-powerful, and all-good provi- 
der ; which three divine attributes fcem to 
contain all that can concern us. 

But the greateft of thefe, in regard 
to man, is his goodnefs, as in men, cha- 

. rity. 
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ricy. Yet it hath been the conftant and 
invariable endeavour of the interefted and 
artful, in order to govern and plunder the 
reft, to rcprefcnt the univerfal Father as a 
fcvcre mailer j a tyrant, who is to be feared 
and dreaded ; and, as fuch, he hath been 
ever an inftrumcnt in their hands to apply/ 
they found occafion, to the terrified paffi- 
ons of thofe of whom they were to make a 
property. This hath varied in form and 
fafhion, according to times and places, buc 
the fcheme itfclf hath been ftill the fame ; 
and accordingly hath always governed man- 
kind, and ever will ; for fuperftition is thq 
weak place of human nature, / 



III. 

Virtuet an tfteu •nlj vUu dlfguls^i* 

RoCHBFAUCAVtD* 

THERE cannot be a greater mark of 
true magnanimity of heart, certainly 
rightnefs of head, than that of honouring 
virtue even in an enemy \ but princes arc fa 
rarely found to facrifice any part of their : 

fafety. 
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fafety, Of 'ambition, to their reverence for 
this quality, that we mud be upon our 
guard, if we would not be the dupes of ap. 
pearances. 

** After the great emperor J%»ry the IV, 
who had the courage firft to oppofe the in- 
foicnce and encroachments of the Rorftan fee, 
had at length fubdued the ufurpcr Rodolpb 
duke of Suabia^ whom the pope had fet up, 
on excomunicating him ; he fuffcred him to 
be buried magnificently, and even with all 
the imperial honours and enfigns; and 
faid, * He (hould be glad to fee all his ene- 
mies interred with the like pomp.** 

This gcnerofity could not hurt him then; 
but it added to Iiis courage and fortune, by 
way of gleaning ; a new fubjedt of glory ! 

As when the duke of Lorrain^ after the 
battle of Namy^ wherein he killed Charh 
ihe Bo!d^ duke o( Jinrj^umfy^ went in proceflion 
to vifit the body, clothed in deep mourn- 
ing, with, a golden beard fixed on, that 
reached down to his waiflr, (after the man- 
ner of the old heroes that were knighted for 
their prgwefs, who» on a fignal vidory over 

an 
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an enemy, were honoured* with Aich a. 
beard) and taking him by the hand, faid (o [ 
him : *. Thou haft done us much mifchief 
during thy life, but thou waft brave, and 
now thou art dead may the good and great 
God take thy foul to himfelf !* Bcfides, 
this enhanced his own bravery i for as 
&ii/>}o faid to Hannibal^ who was boafting to 
him of his exploits : * What would you have 
been if you had conquered me ?* \ 

So Cafar wept over the head of Pompg^ 
from whom he was now fecure. 



tutumqui futavii 



•• Jam bonus effe/ocer.^* 

LucanJX. ze37» 



cc 



Stephen Baltori^ king of Poland^ as foon 
as he was chofen, gave one of the richeft 
palatinates of the kingdom to Stanijlaus 
Pekojlazvjkij who had withftood him the moft 
violently of all at the diet, and conftahtly to 
the laft voted againft his eleAion % faying, 
• he was a very bad cleftor, but a very 
good foldier.*' Piafeci Cranic Pol. 
> » 

The cafe was, he could no longer hurt 
him as an elector, but he could do him 

great 
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great fcrvice;' now that he wa$ a fubjedlr,; 
as a foldier. 



■ . .■ . IV. 

ffrffiriiy mni p^wer an excellent friendst hut. tbej ir$ 
bad cQutifiUors. 

ANTONIO PEREZ, 'the famous fc 
crctary and favourite of Philip the 
lid of SpatHj has publiflicd the moft wife 
and prudent maxims, not only in politics, 
but for common life too, perhaps, that arc 
extant •, yet after he had caufcd the fccre- 
tary Don Juan de Efcovedo to be aflaflinated, 
whilft the wife and children of the deceafcd 
were aftually claiming juftice of the king, 
and the public feconded their demands, he 
was fo imprudent as to brave them and the 
world, with his ftill more than ufual fplcn- 
dour and magnificence ; frequentif. initium 
calamitatis fecUritas \ fo that his mailer (tiy 
whofe order he had committed the mur- ' 
der) was forced to yield to the torrent, and 
abandon him; he fled to France^ where 
he lived a few years, a penfioned exile. In 
one of his letters from Paris to a friend in 



Spain, 



> 
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Spahf He* makes the fame pathetic com-^ 
plaint that cardinal IVolfey does in Sbake^, 
fpeare : • . 

** Had t btU fervid ntf GUnuitb halftbi zeal 
IJir*v*d my king^ be would not in mine age 
Have lefi me naked to mine, enemies.^*** 

Henry VIII, Aft III, ad Jim. 

But indeed Verez had no juft pretence to 
complain of the king for betraying him, 
fmce he was only guilty of a bafe aftion 
againft him, as he himfelf had been for the 
king. One of the hardeft circumftances of 
guile is, that a bad man canpot complain of 
the injuries that are done him! or, if he i 
does, it is the fevereft kind of, rebuke on 
himfelf, as it comes with his own confeflion 
and authority. He had already declared, 
by his own example, that he played all the 
game •, fo that no impofition was foul play. 

A raical who hath done an* eflential fcr- . 
vice to his prince, by a villainous adlioHi 
owes him' another cflcntial fervice, of which 

* Mon zele etoit ft grand cnvcrS ccs benignes puif* 
fanccs (la couf de Turin) que fi j'cn cufTe cu autant pour 
Dicu, je nc doute point qu'il ne m'eut deja recompenfe 
de Ton pariidis, D^AOiuci^ JJayie, Not. Margin. 43. 

' E he 
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he IS commonly compelled to fhort pay-i 
menty which is the juft chaftifcment of his 
crime; in order to vindicate his prince's 
honour, and reconcile the world to him.— 
A prince finds his account every way in 
\getting rid of the rogue. All obligations 
arc paid •, himfclf hath performed an ufeful 
aft of juftice, and hath the advantage, clear 
gain, befides. 

However P^^2:faid one very Juft thing of 
princes, (in regard to his own misfortune) . 
** that they eftabliflied a council of ftate, 
only that they might have where to caft the 
blame of any ill fuccefles.'* I believe be ' 
might have extended his remark to private 
perfons, who generally a(k your advice, 
t cither to have your approbation of what 
they had already determined, fo to divide 
the fault with you, if it does not fucceed ; ' 
or, in cafe of your being of another opinion, 
flinging themfelves wholly upon you for 
the mifcarriage. At leaft, this is oftencr the 
cafe than where the fole honeft end is pure 
and modeft information. 



V. Ficit 
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yuit tame9 grMilam merits Jcileru Mir§eitsU. ' 

Curt. VUt. 3. 1 Ji 

/// thai Uvetb tMiquity^ Jball reap vamty. 

Prov.XXlLS. 

HOWEVER well pleafed David might 
be with the deaths of «yj«/,and Abner^ 
and Ijh-bojloetb^ he thought fit to remove th<r, 
lufpicioa from him, of having had any hand . 
in them, by putting to death the meflen- 
gers, or thofe that had executed the fads ; 
by which he loft none of the eflential ad- 
vantages the events brought him, but glean* 
ed many others, and made the rafcals pay 
for them, 2 Sam. I. 15* III. 33* IV. 12. 

The governor of Giula^ a fortrefs of Htm^ 
gaty^ betrayed it to Solyman the Magnificent^ 
in 1566. He, for his pains, ordered him 
to be thru ft into a hogfhead, ftuck full of 
nails, and bade him receive the juft reward 
of his avarice and treafon ; ^^ If thou haft 
E 2 nbc 
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not been faithful to Maximilian^ thy natu- 
ral maft^r, neither wilt thou be fo to me/* 

The Spaniards executed Jennaro JnnefCf 
who had excited the revolt in Naples^ 1648, 
though he had afterwards faved them that 
kingdom from the French^' by calling them 
in again, and had 'made the moil folcmn 
conditions with them for his own fafcty and 
preferment; according to that maxim of 
Afiiriana on a like occafion : La traycion te • 
paf^an iien, (er ir(v^dor it pagan tnal. Moite^ 
viUeMem. jinne (TAutricbey tom II. p. 288. 

This was a fort of repeating the treachery 
of the SabineSy who buried Tarpeia under, 
their (hields, fo pretending to keep their 
promife with her, for the Tarpeian citadel* , 
(he betrayed j having ftipulated with them 
for what they wore on their left arms ; flie 
meaning their bracelets. 

When Gravejlonj who had betrayed the 
Spaniards^ in the affair of Bergen op Zoomj to 
queen Elizabsthy came over to England to 
give her an account of his fuccefs, Ihc gave 
him a thoufand crowns^ but faid to him at 
the fame time: ** Get you gone hgme, that 

I may 
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I may know where to fend when I flvill have . 
occafion again for a choroiigh-paced vil« 
lain."* 

King William went farther on another pc-- 
cafion, with alike reprimand; for in one 
of his battles, which he was on the point of 
loflng, a trooper flying by. him, he cut him 
crofs the face, with his fword, and faid, 
•* There, you rafcal, npw I Ihall know where 
%o find a coward." 

When Lajlbenes^ who had betrayed Olyn^ 
/iwj, which fort the Athenians had tnifted him 
with, to Pbilip of Macedon^ complained tD 
him that one of his couiticrs had called him 
a traitor, he anfwered him coldly : " My. 
Macedonians are rude and unbred, and want - 
that addrefs and police way of expreffing 
themfelves that you . Athenians have ; they 
call a loat a hQat.^\ Plutarch^ s Jpotheojis. 

This was handfome in Elizabeth^ and de- 
cent in Philips though ready enough to 

• See how the emperor Charles IV. fcrvcd the three 
traitors he had employed' agaiuft Philip of. BurgunJjff 
^fieaivical IJi/iorjf, p. 990. 

Ji 3 con?*Q 
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come nn.co ufcful meafures % but when fuch 
** a wretch as Lewis the Xlth prcfumes to 
a£b like Fahidus^ and fend an account to 
his enemy of the traitor that offered to kill 
him, or deliver him up alive, under pre- 
tence of not being able to bear the wicked- 
nels of the aftion/** [Philip de Comines^ ch, 
IV. ult. and V. 6.] one has an indignation to 
fee virtue in fuch hands, ^tem bis Serve 
f^onum cum rifu miror I I lor. J. P. 358.— • 
However we may be eafy, for it comes oucf 
fomc time after, that the good king did not 
well know what to make of three ways he 
|iad propofed, and fufpefted fome trick. -|- 

The duke of Burguniiy as much fufpefted 
a trick in the king^s generofity, and that it 
was only to ruin the credit of one that he 
took for. a moft faithful and ufeful minifter, 
and fo went on trufting him, till he really 

• ^oties aliquid de moribut audent 

S^ Carioijimuiaut, & Baccbanalia vi'vunt. 

'Juv. Sat. n. 2. 

t Le Roi tut la mawvaifilt de tett hcmme en grand 
mtfris^ et fii'iJ m/favoii foint de trois poinds a qtulltfin 
Wfaifoitieiouvntitra* 

• . - ^ betrayed 



betrayed him to his death. Infomuch ihit 
thcfe two arch rogues both loft the moft ef- 
fential opportunities, by being too cunninjj 
for themlclves. 

At thcbeft, where princes have aftually 
employed thofe they afterwards hate {^ippe 
prodiioresy itiam its quos anteponunt^ invifi 
funt. TacU. An. I. 58 J or pretend to hate, 
certainly defpife v. they "^do but as other 
men, who love and honour the virtue they 
have not, and hate and defpife the vice they 
have \ and in fo doing become felt-accufed 
and fclf-convlfted in the perfon of another^ 
For however they may palliate aftions iii 
tliemfelves, they are drawn in to deal fairly 
at fecond hand. And, if the traitors are the 
thieves^ they are the receivers. Befides, they 
have a double advantage in thus behaving: 
they give themfclves a falfe air of genero- 
fity and dcteftation of the crime they are 
aftually enjoying the fruits of; and they 
.at the fame time make fome' amends (that 
cofts thqm nothing) to^ the injured, in fa- 
crificing, * in fome manner, the immediate 

* See the condu£l of Tibirius in regard to the iniiii»* 
ilers of his tyranpy. Tacit, An, IV. 7 1. 

E4 author 
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authof of the injury to their revenge. Like 
the eaftern monarchs (and feme of our own) 
who fqueeze the governors of provinces^ 
not to return their extortions to the wrctchecl 
I>cople, but to appropriate them to theni-^ 
Iclves. Punitfurtafactilegus, Senec. dc Ira, 
* 11.28/ 

' But what rafcals muft they be, whofq 
friends that do them the moft fervice, de- 
fcrve moft to be hanged by their own 
judgment! Oftentimes too, traitors are 
not only hated or' dcfpifed, by thofe they 
have ferved, (as Hn'aclammon^v/ho betrayed 
Tyam to Atrelian^ vid. Vopifc, vU. c. 23.) 
but become dangerous to them from, that 
quality ; as the fcoundrelof a laufage-fcller, 
Bargus^ wl)o, at the inftigation of Eutropius^ 
\yho governed all in the court of ArcadiuSy 
by calumnies and perjury got Timafius ba- 
nilhed into an unhabitable defcrt, (it is a 
pretty long ftory, and a fine one) was re- . 
warded with' a confiderable poft, and kept • 
in hand, with the hopes of greater \ not , 
knowing that his trcafon againft Timafius^ 
who had done him kindneflcs, was but too 
fure a warrant of .what he was capable qf 
floing in regard of his new benefaftor: 

'J here- ' 
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Therefore Eutroplus foon found pretexts t6 
get rid of him^ and all apprehenfions fronot 
him. 



' . vr. 

gvny mag makis bis God after bu §w» tikiotfi. 

A Fool .of Lr^vis the Xlth, to whom he 
did not attend, as not thinking him 
capable of making obfervations, overheard 
him making this pleafant propbfal to our 
lady of Cleri,^ at the great altar, when no- 
body ellc was in the church : " Ah ! my 
dear lady! my little miftrcfs! my belt 
friend ! my only comforter ! I beg you to 
be my advocate, and to importune God to 
pardon me the death of my brother, whom 
I poifoned by the hands of that ra/cal, the 
abbot of St. John. I confefs this to you, 
as to my good patroncfs and miftrcfs; I 
know it is hard, but it will be the rtiore 
glorious for you if you obtain it, and I 
know what prcfejit I will make you bcfidc.'* 
Brantome's Life of'Cbarles VIII. The king 
judged right, that the fool v/ould not make 
finy obfcrvations, but he judged wrong, in 

not 
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fiot confidering that children and fools are 
like* looking-glafles, that reflect objects 
from their vacant and empty imaginations, 
ivithout knowing it. The fool repeated all, 
word for word, when the king was at din- 
ner, before the whole court. Now the 
fame vilencfs of heart that made this wretch 
demean his greatnefs to the fchcmes of a 
pick pocket and a murderer, made him 
deal with the Firgin Mary as with a little 
court- favourite, who fold her intereft, and 
chaffered her bribe; and with God as a 
weak prince, who was to be cajoled and 
tricked out of his jullice. Every man, in- 
deed, forms to himfelf a god, according to 
his own talents, temper, and views •, fo 
. that if we arc made after the image of God 
in orie fenfe, we are made according to our 
own in another. 

-, VII. 

Tieum haHtm. Pel IV. uk. 

VERY often the tafte of running per- 
petually after diverfions is not a mark 
of any plcafure taken in them, but of none 
taken in ourfclves. I'his fallying abroad is 

only 
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only from uncaflnefs at home, which is in 
every one's fclf. " Like a gentleman 
who overlooking them at A^W/^V at piquet 
'till three or four in the morning; on a dif. 
pute, they referred to him ; when he pro- 
tefted, ** he knew nothing of the game/*— 
** Z- — s'* fay they, " and fit here till this" 
time !•• ** Gentlemen, I am married/' "Oh! 
Sir, we beg pardon." 

The Duke of Buckingham^ in his charac- 
rafter of Charles II. fays, that ^* his amufe- 
ments with women were not for any great 
plcafurc he took in them, but from pure 
idlenefs, and not knowing what to do with 
^imfdf," . 



• VIII. 

ffequam illud verbum ejlf bene nfult^ mfi qui be^efeHu 

Plaut. Tritium. II.. 4t 

THE bifhop of Mondonnedo fays, that 
" hraven is filled with thofe that have 
done good works, and hell with thofe that 
haye dcfigncd to do them*." 

• Don AntonU dt Guettara^ bifhop of CnJiZf and 

lifcenvardi of Mcndonufi/o, houfchold preacher and hif- 

torio- 
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fyJI ipjaQaioi motdfati (rtfim Jlammett% 
Et wM mitts €omcuiUitte mori. 

IT is dangerous for a man to prefcnt him- 
felf before an injured pcrfon (cfpecially if 
lie is above giving an account of his ac- 
tions) in the firfl: heat and tunfiult of his 
pafllon. It is purpofcly cpming within the 
impetuous and fuddcn path of an hurricane, 
which will the fooncr fpcnd itfclf, the more 
it is now laviih, . if you give it way. 

Vintus ui amittit ifires^ nifirobora denfa 
O^currant Jylv^f /patio dijfajus inanu 

Lucafii IIL 3624 

Don • Carda^ fon of Co/mo I. duke of 
FUrence^ killed his brother, the cardinal, 
Don Giovanni de Medici^ in a quarrel 
that happened between them, as they were 
hunting together. The dutchefs Eleonora 
their mother, as foon as flie heard of it, 
impatient for the fafety of. Garcia^ (who 

toriographer to the emperor CharUt V. in his A/. Ju* 
rditi* and CM ofFrimts^ 

Wa3 



has a right to your fervicCt which vcrjf 
rifle is injuftice, Pyrrbus was unincafura<» 
biy afHi£ted for the lofs of a friend \ not 
(fuid he) fo much that he is dead^ he has 
paid nature her debt^ but that my dilatori* 
nefs has let him die before I have paid him 
the debt I owed his merit* 



XL 

— ^ Siquid ei9—^Ecfutd mifrdmii f ^ 

£mhivs« 

PEOPLE are always ready to condemn 
what fhocks their own common ufc 
and cudoms, without giving themfelves the 
trouble to enquire into the caufe, when per- 
haps a word, or a hint, would clear up all, 
and the blame would ccafe with the wonder. 

^* When Bujle^uius was ambaflador from 
Ferdinand I. then king of iht Romans^ to the 
JV/^ among other things abhorrent from, 
the German and Flemijh manners, he ob- 
fcrvcd every where bits and fcraps of paper 
ftuck into crevices of the walls •, of which 
when he enquired into the meaning^ fince 

they 
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they a^pc^ed to be of no fort of ufe, he 
was anfwered only with aMuJulman gravity, 
and filcnt rcfpcft. At laft^ when he feemed 
to have fomc honour himfclf for thcfe my- 
ilerious colledions, he was informed, that 
they might poflibly have the name of God 
written upon them, or at leaft were capable 
of having it writ." Bujbeq. Ep. I. p. 49. 
What an exalted fpirit of juft awe ! What 
noble veneration for the All-venerable ! In 
fine, what a difinterefted love of God! 
This, indeed, gives us an idea of . human 
nature that charms. But is it, indeed, dif- 
interefted ? Why fliould you queftion it ? 
. Uncharitable ! At lafl: came out the truth. 

" When, at the day of judgment, the 
prophet fliall receive the true believers into 
blifs; to which, however, they can by no 
means come to him, otherwife than ftand- 
ing, as they mount, on a red-hot iron grate, 
thefe papers will all come, and prefs them- 
felvcs under their feet, and keep them cool, 
in proportion as they have, during their 
lives, vindicated them from the infult of 
being trampled upon.** Id. ib. 

Thefc 
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Thefe philofophers have made fo ^ood ft 
bargain with God, and are fo convinced 
chat nothing is to be done for nothing, but 
that he is to reward the mod trifling of our 
regards for him, en grand prince^ that they 
fay, " a cat, having had the good fortune 
to pleafe the prophet, without any delign 
of her's, (and which, by the way, he was 
fo fond of, that once when the hour of 
prayer came, and he mufl: rife from his 
feat, he ordered his fleeve to be cut off, on 
which (he fat afleep, rather than difturb 
htv) God had granted to all cats to come^ 
the privilege to know the Akcran by heart ; 
and that, when they purred, they were re-s 
peating fomc verfcs of it." Id. EpAlU 
p. i^S, 

Mahomet was 8oubtlefs a man of parts^ 
and great fenfe, and» as Longinus fays of 
Mofes^ " no ordinary perfon ;** he was to 
^* go out, and to come in, before a great 
people j" and confi^dered, that a veneration 
for God was a lirft principle, without which 
his meflage would make no impreflion upon 
them. But how to give it to luch brutes ? 
who rather ftared at an idea of God, than 
were capable of having any ! He wa* for* 
F ced 



ctA to attack the fenfelefs multitude where 
only they had feeling. He terrified them; 
firft with his gridiron ; a fair foundation tty 
build any thing upon, this of terror, and 
coniequently has been that of all religions I 
f/.y Primes in crhe Decs fecit timor. Then tells 
' them, that God took great delight in being, 
praifed and honoured by them,' which was 
charming for their pride ; and moreover, 
that he would pay them for it generoufly. 
This wisis feizing them by the two furefl; 
holds, vanity and interejl. Then came what 
trumpery he pleafed, and all went down, 
together* 



XII. 

JTm ijl qmodistiflinUs magmis tumtum wris b§e r§lmrftiijk» 
•^N^B ifi quodjudicis b9C fieri nifia Cat§nf non peffi. * 

SsM. Ep. 70« 

Ftds imm a fi fui/ftu exsgetf Jtwdirlt banc rem etiam 
'a contemftijpmis foffi eontemni, lb*! 

BUSBEQUIUS, in his return into Ger^ 
niany from his Turktjh embafly, was 
received out of the gates of Buda^ from the 
bafhaw, by an odd cavalcade of young 

Turks, 
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faris; with "their heads ihayedj Wd' tfi6 
flefh new^cut in a line to the fcuU, into 
which were ftiick a great number of quills 
of various-coloured feathers, whilft they^ 
all- running down with blood, came gail^ 
prancing on, appearing quite unconcerned; 
to receive him. There were others on foot; 
one of whom walked gravely with his arms 
naked, and a kcmbo, like two handles, ia 
the flcfliy parts of which, above the elbow; 
,were ftuck, through and through, two great 
butcher's knives. Another, naked from the 
navel upwards, came on, with his flciA 
gadied above and below the loins, and a 
thong inferted, by which hung a club as 
from a girdle. A third had a horfe-flioc 
faftened on the top of his fcuU, with many 
nails. This had been done long before, the ^ 
horfe-nails being fo overgrown and united 
with the flelh, ^that the whole was as if 
grown there. 

What will not the defire of praife induce 
men to do ? No matter how ridiculous and 
abfurd the fubjedt ! or rather, this willpufh 
it to more violent efFefts, becaufe the more 
wrong-headed, the more pofitive and enthu* . 
fialUc. ^ It is twenty to pne if thcfe fellows 
Fa were 
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were not the verieft fcoundrels in the world t 
becaufe, thofe that could value themfehres 
on a quality that had no true merit in it, 
nor connection with it, and that, with fucK 
fallies of excefs, would, moft probably, be 
negligent in proportion, and untouched 
yrith what was real and worthy: as the 
Brians who are compaflion-mad to animals, 
but utterly infenfiblc to the fufierings of 
men.* 

Jlgefilaus^ feeing a malefaAor endure the 
greateft torments with prodigious conftancy^ 
cried out with indignation, ^* what an au- 
dacious villain is this, that dares employ 
patience, courage, and magnanimity in fuch 
an impious and dilhoneft caufe !'* 

But what would not fuch extraordinary 
qualities, fuch ftubborn courage and con* 
Itancy, be capable of, if they had a right 
bias given them ? as rank ground, that is 

^ «< The inhabitants of Zant (fayi Samtfyt. p. 6.) makf 

. more confcience to break a fail, than to commit mur* 

' del*. He is weary of his life that hath a difference 

with any of themt and will walk abroad after day* 

light. But CQwardice is joined with their cruelty/* 

dogged 
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tigo, one orour chiefs at yizagapatdm^tdoJt 
a young creature by force from the firc*^ 
when he touched her flie could not burn, 
but was held unworthy of it. He carried 
her home to the fort^ and had l&veral chiU 
drcn by her, from whence has fpning a 
numerous iflue ; half the families in Af^- 
Jrafs and this place have fprung from her ; 
governor Senycn^s firft and fecohd wife were 
greatgrandchildren from this Gentoo girU 
Not three months fince, lady Ruffel^ whole 
huiband is chief of CoJ/tmlmzarj in gomg 
up thither, faw a beautiful young creature 
wafliing in the river, in order to burn with 
the dead body of her huiband,* who was 
laid upon the banks. My lady went out 
of her boat to talk to her, and perfuade her 
to live •, and offered her proteftion to her, 
and that (he would carry her home and 
maintain her. She could eafily have car« 
ried her off, as Ihe had with- her feveral 
gentlemen^ and twenty foldiers; but the 
girl rejefted her offer with all the fcorn 
and rcfcntment imaginable, and before their 
/faces herfelf fct fire to the pile Ihe was laid 
on, clafping the dead body in her arms# I 
could give you fifty inftances of the like 
pature, but thefc will fuf!icei not* that I 
F 4 woul4 
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would truft thb account with any one who 
I believed had not fo good opinion of my 
veracity i as I might pafs for one of thofe 
fafhionable tatlers of the prefcnt age, fo 
-addifbcd to fallhood % ot , as travellers have 
gone far for their accounts, have a large 
latitude given them. 

** Every 29th day of March you may fee 
hundreds with a large flelh hook run thro* 
their back, and fwinging by it a valt height 
in the air for fome minutes ; others with a 
Ipit run through (heir tongue ^^ fome are 
lluck full of needles J as many more fling 
themielves from ftages, built for the pur* 
pole, a great height from the ground down 
upon naked fwords and plow.fliares ; others 
you fee with their hands grown clofe (hut 
up, and the nails made their way through 
to the back *, and fome with their two arms 
|K>It upright above their head, and grown 
to that pollure ; wi^h a hundred others too 
tedious to name. And thefe are all among 
a fet of religious who are kept by the pub* 
lie, and are perhaps in themfelves a fet of 
the greatcft villains in the world, and com- 
ipit all kinds of outrages, for which none 

dare 
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dare puniHi them.*' Mrs. WtlUmfoiCs Letter 
to Mrs. Sheppard, from Calcutttf, Jan. 25, 
«74*-3' 

Ext raff of a letter 0/ Mr. Matthew Collet^ 
elated at CofTimhuzzTf Nov. 25, 1744. 

" I mgft now relate to you an affair I 
was an eye witncfs of, which was the burn- 
ing of a woman with her hulband's corpfe. 
Clofe by the river's fide was crefted a little 
hut, compofed of dry wood and combufli- 
ble ftuff, which was left open only to the 
river, yet the fides were not fo clofe but 
one might fee through them very well j my- 
fclf and two or three gentlemen ftood to 
tl\Q windward of the hut, fo that we could 
• fee very plain into it, as the wind fent the 
fire and linoke from us. The woman, after 
wafliing in tlie river, and feveral fuperfti- 
tious ceremonies, took a lighted torch in 
each hand, and then aflcing her friends very 
calmly, (while they were bathed in tears^ if 
they had any tokens for their relations in 
the next world, went into the hut, feated 
herfelf by her hulband's corpfe, and then 
fet fire to the hut herfelf, which was pre- 
fently in a blaze. I faw her all the time till 

(he 
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fhe was dead ; flie fat upright^ with her 
back againft fome of the ftakes which com« 
pofed the Hut, and never once fcreamed or 
ilirrcd a limb, but fat till the (lakes (lie 
leaned her body againfl: broke down, by 
which time flie was dead. After the thing 
was over, it appeared like a dream to. me, I 
could fcarce believe what I Iiad but a mi- 
nute before been an eyc-witnefs of. I am 
furprifcd (he never once flirunk, when the 
devouring flames were round her, or cried 
oh ! but you may be afTured the thing is 

* 

Extras /rem another Utter of the fame date. 

** I have wrote my father an account of 
the burning of a woman with her dead huf- 
band, which I think a very extraordinary 
affair. Pray let me know if you think your 
rigid European ladies would bear the fire 
with as much refolution as this Indian did % 
perhaps you will fay, fhe had been fo much 
tifcd to the fun's burning rays in this torrid 
zone, that the fire had no effeft upon her 
fcnfes." 

mil. vei 
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- Mfulimnjitlent/ermnli milh pJM^ i ^: r 
Dtfirat OrfbiM blanda uftu4in9 €tmtM$ f 

Claud. Conn Mai. Theod. sju 

f ^ T T 7E have more poets than judges and 
VV interpreters of poetry, (fays a writer 
of quick and elegant taftej. . It is caficjr.to 
write an indifferent poem, tha^ to under- 
ftand a good one. There is indeed 4 ccrr 
tain low and moderate fort of poetry that a 
man may well enough judge of by certain 
rules of art ; but the true, fupreme, and di? ' 
vine pocfy, is equally above all rules and 
reafon. And whoever difcerns the beauty 
of it with the moft aflured and moft fteady 
fight, {cc% no more than the quick refleftion 
of a .flalh of lightning. This is a fort of 
pocfy that does not exercife, but ravifhes 
and overwhelms our judgment. The fury 
fhat pofleflcs him who is able to penetrate 
into it, wounds yet a, third man, by hear- 
ing him repeat it. Like a - loadftone, that 
pot only attradts the needle, but alio in? 

fufes 
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fufes into it the virtue to attraft others.^— i» 
Montaigne^ I. .36. p. 325. 

This is an idea of poetry from poetry it-, 
ielfy and a true genuine feeling of that di* 
vine extravagance which fools ridicule, and 
mtii of parts adore, 

Vtrgil pronounced his own verfcs with 
fuch an enticing fweetnefs, and enchanting 
grace, that, according to 5«?^rj, {Ep. 122) 
JuUus Montanus^ a poet (famous for the 
friendfliip of Tiberius^ and afterwards for his 
flight) who had often heard him, ufed to 
fay, that •* he could ftcal VirgiPs vcrfes, if he 
could fteal his voice,expre(rion, and gefture ; 
for the fame verfcs that founded to rapture 
when he read them, were in a manner harlh 
and mute in the mouth of another/' 

•• Mr. Hooki read fome fpeeches of his 
Roman Htftory to the Speaker, (Onflow:^ who 
piqued himfelf too upon readingVand beg* 
gcd him to give his opinion of the work \ 
the Speaker anfwercd, as in a paflion, ** he 
could not tell what to think of it ; it might 
be nonfenfe, for ought he knew ; for that 
his manner of reading had bewitched him v*' 

which 
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which was literally the cafe of thofe that 
heard the orations which the philofopher 
Favcrinus made at Romfj in the time of 
Hadrian I of thofe that underftood not 
Greek I who yet were delighted and char- 
med with the tone of his voice, the various 
modulation of his periods, and the efficacy 
of his look and gefture. Philoftratus^ in his 
JJfe^ p« 491* This was the cafe of Senefino^ 
with thofe who neither underftood Italian^ 
nor even had a tafte for mufic, of which I 
myfelf faw proofs on many occafions, 

AfftQui imponi legenu DiftinQiofin/uM 
Jugitp &f ignavh dani intemfalla nngonm. 

Mrs. OliJUU ufed to fay, *« the hieft 
fchool ihe had ever known, was only hear- 
ing Jiow^ read her part in his tragedies/* 
Mr. Hawkins Browne had never felt Milton^ 
before hearing Sheridan pronounce his exor- 
dium \ and, I am perfuaded, fuch readers 
as the above, are by far the befl: commen- 
tators on a great poet, fuch as Montaigne^ 
defcribed j uft now. 

A friend of mine aflTured me, that Booth 
had told him, that he had afted the Gboji 
' m when 
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^hen BettertM •. phyed the part of kamki t 
and that the 6rft time he attempted it, BeU 
$€rtorf% look at him ftnick him with a dread 
and horror, which diJconcerted him to that 
degree, that he could not Ipeak his parn 
Droll enough, however, that he fhould 
frighten the Ghoft / • 

•* When the orator JEfchmSy who had 
been banifhed Atbem^ pronounced, before 
the general aflembly of the Rhodians^ the 
oration thiat he had before pronounced at 
AtbenSy to accufe Qefipbon of feditious de- 
Xigns ; and the next day that of Demofthtnes 
in his defence, which had occafioned his 
own exile; feeing how greatly they were 
moved, chiefly by this laft ; * What, faid 
he, if you had heard the lion himfelf roar V^ 
What an idea of oratory ! fince jEfchines^ 
who read this of DemoJlhcneSj fays in his 
own, that his antagonilt ufcd to compare 
the nervous ffexibility, and the liquid 
fplendour of his voice, to the fongs of the 
Sirens % but as Valerius Maximus goes on, 
* his wounds were yet frefti, and he but too 

^ Ti Ik' u «vt5 w dqffaf anvKoeiTi. Pliu. Epifi. II. }. 
^dfaudiffelh belluam illam. St. Jtrm, Efiji. JeUa^ 

feyercly 
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fcvcrcly.fclt the fierce vigour of his eyes^ 
the terrible weight of his look^ the found 
of his voice ftill echoing in his ears accom- 
modated to every word and period, and that 
efficacy which accompanied every motion 
and gefture.* Therefore^ though nothing 
could be added to the perfedt elegance of 
the oration itfelf, yet when it was rather read 
than heard (tho* j£/cbines read it!) a great 
part of Dmofthenes was wanting in Demof-^ 
fkenes.'^ • 

It muft be cohfidered, that Mfcbtm^% 
reading was all art, and wanted the fove- - 
reign energy of being in carheft, as Detnof^ 
tbtnts was, who, therefore, truly 

JdMdit li nfultum verbis. Ovid. Fafi.V* 

Enforced his words with looks. ^^ 

Pyrrbus faid of Cyncas^ a difciple of De^ 
mojibencs^ whom he employed as his ambaf- 
fador to the different people of Greeee ; that 
** he had gained more cities by Iiis mini- 
fter*s eloquence than by his own arms ;** 
and yet Plutarcb only fays of him, that 
" he was the fingle one of all the orators 
that were left, who could recall in the 
minds'of his hearers^ as it were, an image . 

and 
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I, 
and fhadoW of the power /and eloquence of 
Dimcfibcnes.** Plutarcb*s Pyrrbus. 

•* When this fame great prince of fpcak«* 
jng was once afked what he thought the firft 
quality of an orator ? he anfwercd, ptonuH" 
dation^ (wrwtf*^) i and which the fecond ? 
pronunciation ; and the third ? he ftill an- 
fwered, pronunciation ; by which he gave to 
underftandy that he did not fo much judge 
it to be the chief quality, as the only one.*' 
^iniil. XL 3. iwt. By pronunciation^ he 
meant the whold appearance and found of 
an orator, as above in the paflfagc of Fate- • 
rius Maximus^ and which Pliny the orator 
calls the pronunciation of the countenance^ 
habit, and geflure. In fhort, all that the 
fpeaker himfclf can add of weight to the 
intrinfic force of the argument, pr what 
the oration would be in fimple reading. 

And, indeed, this is but a fpeaker's 
fceming what he fays ! which is fprinklingi 
as it wcfe, the pcrfuafive quality of fmcc- 
rity over all the reft of the difcourfe, which 
only can give arguments .weight. 
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PrtmumiffiiHi Utr.J.P.iot^ .. 

and the more this- is thrown with' full 
hands, the more moving. 

When Alexander was in defpair at thd 
dcfirc his army had to return home, all his 
friends begged him to take courage, that 
they would affift him. They befought him 
to impofe all difficulties on them, -and pro- 
miled to bring back the foldiers, if he 
would but himfclf footh their apprchen- 
fions.with a mild but fpirited oration; 
that they had never gone away terrified and 
abjeft, whatever the danger, when they 
could drink large draughts of comfort from 
his own alacrity, and the inexhauftible ipi- 
rits of that vaft felf- dependent fouU ^ 
Curt. VL !• 

Hortenfius^ the famous Roman orator, 
whom Cicero fo highly commends, was fo 
convinced of this, that' he laid him- 
felf almoft all out here, and took little 
pains in the arguments themfelves ; fo that 
^intiltan^ -in whole time they were extant, 
fays, "that you find, nothing in reading 
'. G ' his 
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his orations that anfwers to his great fame ;^ 
and the crowded Forum was rather to fee 
Hottenfius than to hear him/*. Val. Maximus^ 
"VIII. lo. The fame thing tacitus (^M. IV. 
6i.) fays of the orator ^ Haterius^ and 
Cregmo Lett of the fermons of Sixtus V,— 
(See his life, part I. L, 2.) 

•' The orator Lyftas gave a criminal an 
oration he had made for him to read. He 
read it fcvcral times over, and when Lyfias 
came, he returned it, very much dcjcftcd, 
and told him, that * at his firfl: reading it^ 
he was tranfported with hopes of being ac- 
quitted; but that the oftener he read it, 
. the lefs he found the argument was like to 
bring him oft/ * And how many times do 
you think, f replied Lyfias) I am to pro- 
nounce it before the judges ?" Plutarch d^ 
gavvuUtatc. 

*• The famous Boifrohert^ who had fa 
happy a talent in telling a ftory, and ufcd 
to divert cardinal Richelieu from his public 
fatigues, when his friends advifed him to 

• Neque eaim tarn refirt qunlia /)//, quit intra xof 
.metipfos comfo/uimus^ quamqui modo efferMtur\ nam it a 
qui/que^ ut audita movetur. ^intiL XL j. init. 

• publifhy 



publifh^ aflured them they would find na«* 
thing of that engaging agreeabknefs on pa- 
per, that he had the happy (kill to fpread 
over his living chat \ and that it was a mere 
cheat put upon their ears. 

Ett natantt ifevrait fifali mirviiBitf 
Ji/uii^ Conrartf un grand dupeur JtwtilUi!'^ 
VAbbe d'Olivttt Hift. de PJcad. Fran. p. 6%. 

Such a Siren is pronunciation ^ or the 
. tone, expreffion, and gefture, Plity the 
younger, writing to a friend who intreated 
him carefully to examine his poem, if ic 
was worthy to be publilhcd, fays, ** before he 
opens it, that he can decide already thzii ic 
is beautiful, and not to be fuppreffed, by 
what he had heard him read; if your pro- 
nunciation hath not impofcd upon me, (he 
goes on,) for you do indeed read with ex« 
quifite fweetnefs and art \ yet I trull I am 
not fo far led afide by my ears, that the 
wanton flattery hath entirely blunted the 
edge of my judgment/* Pliny jEp. III. 15. 
to Procuhis. 

Gi XIV. Jtn 
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Jim qut^pum Jtuhius fMOM, qu9S fingntpi eontemnHf i§t 

aUfiudfutari ijjk umverfii f 

Varho. 

TH E famous onltor L, Crajfus^ the 
grcatcft of his time, fays of him- 
fclf in Cicero ie Orolore^ that ** he frequently 
turned pale^and was in the utmoil confu«* 
fion, trembling every limb at the beginning 
of his oration ; and that in his youth ;ind 
earlier appearance at the bar, he was often 
fo terrlBed as to be. utterly loft, and unable, 
to proceed ; and that he remembered ftill,, 
with the utmoft gratitude, the patience and 
humanity of ^ Fabius Maximus on thofc 
* dreadful occafions of his difmay and broken 
fpirit." c. 28. And Gcero^m his oration for 
Cluentius^ Hiys of himfelf: Semper equuiem 
magna cum pietu tncipio dicere. And in his 
Divination^ againft T^^rr^i : Ita Decs mihi 
velim prcpitios^ ut ctmi illitis temporis mihi 
venit in ntentcm^ quo die^ citato reo^ mihi di* 
€endum f:t^ non folihn commoveor animo, fed 
etiam toto corpore pcrhorrtfco^ ^c. c. 13. 

This 
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This ingenious concern and anxiety fair 
fi reputation that was not yet formed in one^ 
or completed in the other, was the cffeft 
of a genuine and authentic confcioufnef^ 
(that was vindicated by the efFc6ks after- 
wards) of fomething within, certain latent 
or flowering feeds of glory, that were well 
worth their jealoufy; and Crajpis^s thus, in 
fiich a manner, deprecating, was in fome 
fort extorting the protcftion.of his judges^ 
and audience. How mud it have afFcftcd 
them who were prefent, and parties, when 
this general refpcft for the eftcem and opi* 
nion of mankind, makes us love and em- 
* brace them at this day, and roufcs our in* 
mod fondnefs to wilh them fuccefs ! and 
makes us enjoy the knowledge, to what a 
degree, beyond our and their own warmcl^ 
Jiopes, they obtained it | 

I-Iow finp, (but dangerous) how engaging 
a compliment to Alexander^ that of ** the 
ctXthrzt^dJndian archer, whom he had taken 
prifoner, and who, he was tojd, was fo 
expert at his bow, that he could fhoot 
through a fmall ring without touching' it: 
This his conqueror ordered him to perform 
before him, which he refufed ; and that fo 
G 3 perenip- 
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peremptorily,* and with fuch obftinatc per- 
feverance, that he ordered him to be imme- 
diately put to death for contumacy, and ac- 
cordingly he was led out to execution ; but. 
being alked by thofc who were conducing 
him, ' what he could mean, to die rather 
than comply with fo reafonablc a requcft ?* 
* Why, ril tell you,* faid he ^ * I have been 
out of praflice fince my confinement, and 
Ihould be under fuch a concern . withal, in 
fuch a prefencc and expcAation, that I had 
rather die than run the rifle of j1lexander*i 
finding me Icfs than he hath been informed *| 
which being told to Alexander^ he took it as 
it delcrved \ and not only forgave him, but 
rewarded him hke a prince, for that generous 
cfteem of him, and jealoufy of his own re- 
putation/* Pluiarcb. Jpo(b, 

Fear and concern for another's judg- 
ment, 'and the opinion of the world, has 
n fiu-prifing effeft, if it is accompanied 
with dignity (which is only a reafonable and 
juft regard f6r a man's fclf) otherwife, if 
we go into the other extreme, and give up 
too much, we (hall make ourfelves flighted 

and overlooked. Modefty flatters our 

friend's fclf-love, and a certain generous de- 

firc 
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'fire themlelv^ have of appearing welly and 
being fomething ; whereas, impudence can. 
fucceed only with daftard minds, that have 
no pretentions of their own. Then, fuch a 
modeft man, a man fo willing to aflbciate 
others in his merit, will find' others ready 
to fupport his pretentions, of which thenv 
ielves are iharers ; whereas tliey will as na«- n 
turally fall into an alliance to pull down 
overbearing fclfiflincfs, Dtcendi artem cptd 
irepidaiione cccultans^ atque eo validior^ miliiis . 
animum mUigavit. Tac. II. I. 

** The famous duke of Rocbefaucauli 
could never be a member of the royal 
academy, though greatly defircd both by 
them and himfelf, from the neceHity of 
making a fpeech of rhanks on the day of ad- 
miflion : with all the courage he had (hewn 
on fo many eminent occations, and with all , 
the fuperiority, that birth, and fuch prodigi- 
ous parts as all the world allowed, gave hin^ 
he was not able to bear the look of an au- 
dience, nor could pronounce four lines in 
public without fainting.** Abbe d^Otivet^ 
Hifi.dtVAcad. p. 118. 

G 3 SentftM 
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] Senefino ha$ told fne» that he never frame 
forward upon .the ftage to fing, the firft 
time of a feafon, but he was feized with 
iuch an anxiety . at: the appearance of the 
pit, (fo different from what it is in Italy^ 
viherc all the beft company is fhut up in 
their curtained boxes) though he knew them 
to be partial to him, and had not the Icaft 
apprehcnfion of any one fingle critic amongft 
tliem, that he trembled, and his yoice faul- 
tered, fo as to be hardly fulEcicnt to ex- 
prefs the beginning of the air ; which made ' 
him always endeavour to ftudy that part • 
more particularly,, and make himfclf fo 
thoroughly mafter of it, that he could hard- 
ly be difconcertcd •, and which had, withal, 
put him often upon obfervations on the. 
genius of an air, which probably he v/ould 
not otherwife have thought on. 

" Refpeft, (hamc, and fc^r, are judicious 
counfellors," fays Pliny the orator, in a 
letter, to a great and learned friend, himfclf 
too an orator. ^^ I only afk you, (lie goes 
on) if you arc to fpeak the fame things 
before any one perfon, whatever opiniot^ 
you may have of his judgment and learn*' 
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ing, arc you not in lefs anxiety thaq when 
you fpeak before a number, though un« 
learned ? Do not you find a certain concern 
and diffidence in yourfelf when* you firft 
rife to fpeak ? Do not you then wi(h many 
things altered in what you have prepared ? 
nay, are you quite eafy about any ? Is not 
this diffidence the greater, in proportion 
as the aflcmbly is larger ? I am fure I find 
it fo, and hare a dread even of the com-^ 
mon rout^ and cannot help being affcdted, 
as if the number itfelf became judicious, 
and that all together had that in a great de- 
gree, which any one of them had in none 

at all/* Plin. Ep. VII. 17. to Nonius Celer. 

■ ♦ 

King Cbarks II. alked Stillingfieet^ " How 
it came about, that he always read his fer- 
mons before him, when, he was informed, 
he always preached without book elfe-* 
where ?" He told the king, that ** the awe. 
of fo noble an audience, where he faw no- 
thing thai was not greatly fuperior to 'him i 
but chiefly, the feeing before him fo great 
and wife a prince, made him afraid to truft 
himfelf." With which anfwer the king wa3 
yery well contented. " But pray," fays StiU 
liffSfleet^ ** will your majefty give me leave 

to 
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to a(k yoti a queftion too ? Why you read 
your fpeechcSy when yoU can have none of 
the fame reafons?** ** Why truly, doftor," 
lays the king, ** your queftion is a very per- 
tinent one, and fo will be my anfwer. I 
have afked them fo often, and for fo much 
money, that I am afhamed to look them in 
the face*'* 



^•x populi. 



PRINCES, and great men, have had 
nick-names fometimes given them, 
^ of which pofterity loft all traces of the 
meaning or the occalion ; as king Charles II; 
being called RowUy^ and the famous FerdU 
nand of jtrragon^ Jcnn Gipotty as Srantome 
' lays, in his little mpmoir of that king, the 
French called him in derifion, but he could 
never learn why ; and Lewis X. of France^ 
Hutin. I have been told, by an old gentle- 
man of that time, the true occafion of king 
Charleses ; " That theie was an old goat 
that ufed to tun about the privy-gardpn, 

that' 
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that they had given this name to, a rank 
lecherous devil, that every body knew and 
iifed to ftroke, becaufe he was gpod* 
humoured and familiar i and fo they ap- 
plied this name to the other.** This gen- 
tleman, who was grandfon to a fecretary of 
ftate, (Mr. Nicholas) affirmed this, as hav- 
ing known all the perfons concerned, king, 
garden and goat. 

So probably, that John Gipon was fome 
Ihrewd rafcal of an attorney, very oppref- 
five to his neighbours, without the lead: 
regard to his word, who loved God and 
man alike, except one, whom he preferred 
to both, and who was ready to turn his 
hand to any thing ; for juft fuch was the 
character of Ferdinand only, in high life. 

Thefc fort of fhort farcafms or enco-^ 
miuhis on the great, in their life-times, like 
proverbial exprellions, commonly give the 
fcnfe of the people ; and are jufter rc« 
prefentations than all the laboured cha* 
rafters of their friends or hiftorians. 



XVI. Li 



( 9» ) 

'.xvi.' , .. •.■ ■ 

*/» tUs tbini tit iMripdrdon ihyfiroamt^ that nvbiM ntf 
muifttr tometh imto thi Bcufi of Rimmon to nmrjhip 
there 9 amd he leaneth on mj handf and I kow niyfelf\ 
in the hon/e of Rimmon ; when I how myfelf in the 
houfe of Rimmon^ the Lord pardon thy fervant in this 
thing. 2 Kings t y.\%. 

EVcry one has a certain favourite pafllon^ 
which is properly and always his own, 
. •< he great boy*s hobby-horfe for life ! like Sir 
JV. Baieman*s country-houfe at ■■ ' ■, that 
when making his will, he had given away 
iall the other articles, and his lawyer told him 
jie had forgot, he anfwered with warmth, 

** Net thatf I cannot fart 'with that, and died,** 

Pope, 

It was a pleafant mummery of a de- 
vout lady, in the civil wars of Cajiile^ 
againft the emperor Charles Y. in the be- 
ginning of his reign, as Branfome tcWs it. 
•* Donna Maria de Padilla^ one of the mod 
poble and virtuous ladies in Spain^- and 
of the moft zealous in the rebellion, to 
which ihe alfo inftigated her noble hulband, 
being at the end of her great wealth in this 
cnterprize, and riot having wherewith to 

keep 
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keep the foldiers frota deferring, took all 
the gold and filver of the relics of the greac . 
church of Toledo i but it was with a holy, and 
devout ceremony, and which favoured wk • 
thing of profanenefs. Entering the church 
on her knees, with her hands joined, and co* 
vered with a black veil •, with a fad and whin- 
ing accent, beating her breaft, and fighing 
pitcoufly and weeping, with two great flam* 
beaus carried flowly before her j and when 
Ihe had decently pillaged the Ihrine, and an* 
cient facred repofitqry, returned with the 
furiic folcmn proceffion and ceremony/**— 
Brantome Vie J^Ant. de Ceva. — ^What faint 
would not have been bit with this devout fa* 
crilcge ? or could have been upon his guard, 
and imagined all tliis apparatus (in his own 
way) was to pickhii pocket aiid plunder him! 

This is a pcrfon of great quality and ' 
fenfe, who braves heaven and earth, while 
her fond fuperftition* ridiculoufly thinks to 
reconqilc them with her private intereft and 
pafliohs^ but a poor curate, on the fame 
occafion, ftiewed what human nature is, 

• Compiare Livya deTcription of the removing the 
facred riches of the temples of /V/7 to Rome, by CamiU 
hit V/22. 

without 
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without dcfigning it. ^^ He had taken !t 
into his head to efpoufe this caufe to that 
degree,, that he never failed on the Sunday 
to recommend to his pairifhioners, from his 
pulpit, a Paier-nqfler and an Ave-Maria for 
Don John de Padilla^ and his noble wife, and 
another of each for the bofyfedtiion and re* 
i/oli ; *till after Ibme weeks, fortune would 
have it that^ the troops of Padiilay psLfTmg 
through his village, eat up all his whole fa- 
mily of poultry, with all his provifion of ba- 
con I and,, worft of all I carried off his fa- 
vourite houfe-keepcn The Sunday after 
he made his complaint from the pulpit, and 
related at length all the damage his old 
friends had done him, and, above all, that 
they had inveigled away poor Catkerine^ 
whom he named without ceremony, giving 
to the Devil, and defiring his parilhioners 
to do fo too, all thefe feditious rebels againfb 
their lawful fovercign, whom God hrmfclf 
had put over them," Brantome and Gue- 
varans Golden Epijlles^ L. I. p. if/ 3. 

At the time that Hannihal was in the 
height of his fucccfs and conqucds in Italy^ 
ah exprefs came to hhn from Carthage^ that 
the lot had fallen on his only forf to be fa- 

crificcd 
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crificed to Mohcb : his wife, ITtmUi^ Had 
fent it, with the confent of the fenate,. that 
(he had flown to, with her face torn, and 
diftraftedwith her fright, and threatened 
them if they » put it in execution. They 
were divided between the fear of fo horrid 

^a god, and of Hannibal^ [ Expenfd fu\ 

perorum^ Cutfaristrd. JL«rtf«'III. 439.] and 
determined to wait his anfwer 5 who imme-, 
diately infifted on his not being offered, but 
faved for the fcrvice of his country, and 
promifed to make Moloch ample amends, 
with more and more blood of the Romans.^* 
Sil Ital IV. '765. Probably neither Han^ 
nibal nor liimilci had ever rcfleftcd on the 
horrible enormity of this cuftom, 'till it came 
to be their own cafe, though it was fo fre- 
quent, that doubtlefs there were none in 
the fcnate that had not Teen their own, or 
family's children, thus burnt, in thofe nu- • 
merous annual offerings, in which all alike 
took their chance. But felf-love, as it is 
inflexible itfelf, fo, if it ii once put upon 
its mettle, it makes every thing elfe fupplc 
and bend to it, always finding out fome lit- 
tic phiufiblc rcafon or other, that, in fomc 

fort. 
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fort, fatisfies, . or at lead ftuns^ the cUf 
mours of confcience. 

•• Heu frima ficlentm eaufie mortaiibus itph 
Katuram nofi/cin Dtum / Jiifia iff preeali 
Ture fi$t e^tJstmjue/ercs aiftrtiu ritus : 
Mili W c0£MaiUM iji homitii Dim —-p." 

Sil. lial. IV4 794i 
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nsi ii h 9{/i and propriety only that tan givi rtal mtrh 
f taliatst and illftir applitalioH. 

*• TJLATO feeing one drive a chariot (o 
JL exaftly, that, in a great number of 
circles, he dill kept the wheels precifely in 
the fame track, when every one applauded 
his wondrous art and excellence, made 
himfelf no account of the matter, faying, 
that he who laid out all his talents and in-^ 
duftry. in the acquiring fo infignificant a 
(kill, however wonderful, muft be altoge-^ . 
ther wanting in all great and ufeful perfec- 
tion, and dcferved far more blame, for 
having neglefted thofe things that were' 
' really worthy of admiration." JSlian^l.ay. 

** I have 
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«'* i have fccn (fays Montaigne) a man 
ride with both his feet upon the faddle, 
then take it off the horfe, riding full fpecd 
all the while, and fling it on the ground ; 
wheel round, and take it up again, place 
it on the back, fit it, and fallen it, ftill 
keeping his full fpced. Having gallopped 
over a cap that was flung down, he would 
make very good flioots at it backward with his 
bow J take up any thing from the ground,- 
fctting one foot down, and the other on . 
the ftirrup ; with twenty other apc^s tricks, 
which he got his living by." SJfitySf B. L 
c. 48. 

How little are the greatefl: di/Hculties 
citccmed, when they are not accompanied 
with fomcthing ufeful, and of real merit ! 
Such is what he fays immediately after of 
" one at Conftantinoplf^ who bridled and fad- 
dlcd his horfe with nothing but his teeth.** 
Like that virtuofo, who painted a pifture 
with his fingers. " Why, faid Michael An^ 
geloy did not the fool take pencils* ?'* 

• See a like dory of Lucn Gior/fauo*s painting a St. 
BenedUf^ half length, with his /ingcrs, not having pa- 
tience till hi$ f encib were brought. 

H Tojihumlus 
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Poftbumius Albinus^ having written his 
hiftory in Gmk^ alked pardon of his rea- 
ders for any want of accuracy in theftyU% 
or even folecifms, that not being his native 
language. " Doubtlcfs, he . ought to be 
pardoned, (faid Cato tlie cenfor) if he was 
compelled, by the AmpbiSlions^ to write it 
in that language." Phtar. vU. Caton. Certf. 
439. (IIL) Jiulus Gellius tells the ftory 
better. ** Truly, (faid Cato^ when he read 
it) yllbinus^ you are a great trifler, who had 
rather alk pardon for a fault, than not 
commit it j for we excufc ourfclves to 
others when we liavc done a wrong thing, 
cither by miftake or compulfion : but pray 
who obliged you to do what you knew you 
were to make an apology for before you did 
it.?" Jul Gel. XL 8.. 

This is foniething like what Lucan ac-i 
cufes the gods of ; " that they take more 
pleaiure to puniflt crimes, than to hinder, 
them from being committed, which they 
could as eafily have done." Lucan iV. 807. 

" Another, who, between two horfes, one 
foot upon one laddie, and another on the 
other, would ride full career, carrying,' at 

the 
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ttie ftlme time, another man oh his flioul« 
ders, who, (landing bolt upright, would * . 
(hoot all the while at different marks as 
they pafTed, with excellent aim, was more to 
be blamed for the wrong application of 
extraordinary talents, than to be commen-^ 
dcd for the poflcflion of themi I'herc- 
fofe, that perfon did wifely, who, having a 
man brought before him, that had learned 
to throw a grain of millet with fuch dexte* 
rity and afTurance, as never to mifs the eye 
of a needle ; and being afterwards intreated 
to give fomc thing for the reward of fo rare 
a performance, ordered a certain num- 
ber of bufliels of the fame grain to be de-^ 
livered to him, that ** he might not want^ 
he faid, wherewith to exercife fo famous 
anart.** — I .think I have read this fome* 
where . of Augujlus. Our Charles II. did 
fomething of the fame fort, when he faw a 
fellow climb to the top of the flag^ftaffon 
the very pinnacle of Salijhury fleeple -, ** Odds 
filh, fays Rowley^ * this man (hall have a 
patent^ that nobody (hall go up there but 
himfclf.*: 

^' See page 90* 

:. II 2 mat i \wi 
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What degree of fame and efteem is ow- ' 
ing to him, that Montaigne tells us, Ef. I. lo. 
(from Vives on St. Aujiin) could modulate 
his farts ? or to him that, I have heard, could 
^* fmoke out of his nofe, cars, and even 
his eyes ; and, withal, vary the forms of 
his cloud at pleafure ?" Thefe arc excel- 
lencies that carry with them fure indica^- 
tions of lingular worthleiTnefs, and a plen- 
tiful want of merit. 

Philip aflced his fon Alexander^ (for why. 
fhould not heroes come in with thefe gen- 
tlemen ? they are all alike candidates for 
fame *, but that one is only ridiculous, and 
the other mifchievous !) " if he was not 
afliamed to play on mufic fo well ?" Bc- 
caufe this fuppofcd, even by its merit, 
that he muft have mif-fpent his time, by 
neglefting more! important ftudies, and 
more worthy of his charafter. 

Burnet^ in his charafter of Charles II, 
fays, " He knew the architedlure of (hips 
fo perfedlly, that, in that rcfpeft, he was 
* cxaft rather more than became a prince.*' # 
Vol. I. p. 94. 

Yet 
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• Yet it would have been happy for thou-* 
fands, and ten thoufands^ if Alexaniir had 
fquandered away his mighty qualities in the 
fame manner^ and that his high place and 
fortunes had not put him upon a much 
worfe mifapplication of them, and fent him 
about, depopulating one half of the world, 
that the other half might fpcak well of 
him. 



XVIII. 

Pir/ofue €9tiVinitntia cuifuf. 

H6rat« 

PROPRIETY is the teft of all virtue' 
and excellence. ** Darius^ after repeated 
loffes, and being much weakened, fcnt y/lex* 
4inder a pompous embafly, with large and 
fplendid propofals of peace. and alliance, 
offering him, among other vaft advantages^ 
ten- thoufand talents, and his daughter in 
ITiarriage, with all the countries between the 
Euphrates and the Hellefpont for her portion. 
jilexander called a great council, and pro- 
poled to them' thefe conditions. Parmenh - 
was fo dazzled with them, that he cried 
H 3 our 



( I02 ) 

out, ' I would accept them, if I were ^lex^ 
rnidcf* * and fo would 1/ anfwered Alex-: 
andtr warmly^ * if I were Parmenio:* Shew- 
ing the immenfe diftance between the fervile 
views of a minifter, however exalted by his 
prince's favour^ ftill a minifter and fervanr, 
and, of confequence, a genius unufed to, 
and incapable of high and fqblime ideas of 
independent power, and thofc of a great 
king, born to majefty, who comprehended 
the erhpire of the univerfe in his boundlcft 
reach !'* Plui. Alex. p. 67, 

•* Tbert is a myfleiyt 'with wblch relation 
** Durfi never meddle ^ in the foul of ft ate** 

SJbaAe. 9 r.^Crefaa III. 

. ♦* When Epamhondas had confined a 
young man for certain debauches, and 
Tilopidas begged his liberty of him as a 
friend, he flatly refufed him, notwithftand- 
ing their cordial friendfhip ; but when aj^- 
terwards axcourtezan aflced him the fame fa- 
vour, he granted it immediately; * aye/ fays 
he, * this is a compliment fit to make you. 
but not to Pelopidas* 

^nothef 



( 103 ) , 

Another inftancc, lefs hifroic ! " When 
king Charles the lid came to fee the hunting 
palace which Sir Cbrifiopher ff^ren had built 
him at Nezvmarket ; he told him^ * he 
thought the rooms too low.* Sir Cbrifiopher^ 
who was a little man, walked round them, 
and looking up, and about him, faid, * I 
think, and it plealc your majefty, they are 
high enough/ The king fquatted down to 
his height, and creeping about in this 
whimfical pofture, cried, * Aye, Sir Chrijlo^ 
fber^ I think they are high enough." 



XIX, 

Perituh/a fUnum opus aha. 



Ho RAT. 



IT is -very neceffary to obfcrve time and 
place in making free with gitatnefs, 
^* AkMnder^ who killed his old and be- 
loved friend C///«/, for ridiculing him on 
the title that he affumcd oi Jon QfJufiOr •/• 
(^ Curt. VIIL 1.) when, before that time^ 
** the philofopher jtnaxarckus^ qn occafioqi 
of a thundering and lightning that afton- 
jifh^d and terrified the whole army, faid to 
H3 him: 



I 104 ) 

him : • Well, fon of Jupiter^ and can you 
do as much ?* only anfwcrcd, with afinilc, 
• Ycs^ fure, but that I will not frighten my 
friends, as you would have me do, in fcrv- 
ing up at my table the heads of princes and 
governors inftcad of ihofc of fi(h." Plui. - 
' jikx. p. 64. 

*' Sonie domeftics of the cardinal of jtr* 
ragoriy whofe fifter the great Matthias CorvU 
fiuSy king of Hungary^ had married, having 
had a jeft put upon them, of cutting off 
the (kirts of their garments behind, without 
their perceiving it, the king aflced his bar- 
ber, (a perfon in great favour with him for 
a man in his pod) if he had ever heard who 
had done it? The barber, thinking the 
king afked it . in order to divert himfelf, 
faid, ^t was himfelf that had done it, and, 
with a great deal of laughter, told all the j 
manner from the beginning to the end.— ' 
The kirtg heard the ftory, and ordered the 
barber's nofe and lips to be cut off, for a 
warning to all others, how they diverted 
themfelves with their betters." Don jfuaU 
Vitrtan Cmment onPk. de Commsy c. 36.' 

•* The 
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«* The poet Philemon was better off with 
M^gas^ king of O^ene^ whom he had ridi* 
culed upon the ftage, by name ; for being 
afterwards thrown on his coafls by a ftorm, 
the king learning whom he had got, fent a 
foldier with orders that he (hould draw his 
fword, as to ftrikc off his head for his in- 
folence, but only touch his neck lightly, . 
and go off without faying' a word. — ^And 
then fending him a parcel of children's 
play-things, as to an empty trifler, let him 
depart." Pint. 

I do not find this fright had the fame ef- 
fedt upon the poet, (who by no means 
wanted for imagination) as it had upon ** a 
Swedip gentleman, (I think) who having 
committed a vile murder, the king, though 
great interceflions were made for him, as 
being the laft of a noble family, could not 
be induced to pardon him ; yet at laft he 
was over ruled ; but ftill infifted, he fhould 
undergo the fhame and terror of a public 
execution,' and the headfman had orders 
only to ftrike him, blindfolded, with a 
fwitch, yet he was dead with the conceit." 

1* I do 
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^ I do not know which is mod to be ad- 
mired, the (prefent) candour of the prince, 
or the courage of the minifter, when Af^- 
ftnas feeing Juguftus condemning criminal' 
after criminal, cried out to him from the 
court, * come down executioner j* and the 
emperor came down." Dm. Aug. ^^ So when 
the philofopher////Y;i(7i^r«i, having obfcrvcd 
the danger Augujlus ran, by admitting la- 
dies in private (for he was extreme!/ 
amorous, but very decent, which was in- 
deed having tafte) he caufed himfelf to be 
brought into the emperor's chamber in a 
clofe chair, as if a lady, and when the em- 
peror expefted quite another vifit, rulhed 
out upon him with a drawn dagger, and 
faid to him, * oh ! my dear emperor, if this 
had been a traitor !' The good prince ac-t 
knowledged his friend's warm zeal j"— 
{lift J.) but it might have admitted another 
interpretation, if he had happened to have 
been in* another humour, or had lefs friends 
fhip for Aibenodorus. 

• , • , 

** Our Charles II. was once told by his 
over-officious trifler of a barber, as he was 
ihaving him, * he thought that none of his 
majefty's officers had a greater truft than 

he.* 
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kc/ * Oy,* faid Rcwky^ « how fo, friend ?• 
^ Why,' faid he, * I could cut your majcfty's 
throat when I would. 'Ihc king ftarted up, 
jnd faid, * odd's fifli, that- very thought is 
treafon ; thou ihalt (have me nb more. "•— * 
M;f father. 

Alexander fuffered' Apellei to tell him very 
freely, that • he had better not talk of 
painting, for that the very boy who ground 
his colours would laugh at him / and ano- 
ther time, Bucephalus neighing at a horfe 
he had painted, when Alexander fecmed not 
at all affcftcd with the pifture itfelf, he told 
him that * his horlc underftood painting 
better tlian he.* 

There arc certain^moments when the great 
will bear fevere jokys, and even infults \ but 
then it is mere humour, and you can hardly 
ever tell how to judge when they will do 
it, and if you mifs, you put your hand into 
a lion's mouth, 

• Plutarch tells a ftory juft like this, ot Dlmfius'% 
barber, who hearing fomc talk of the tyranny of this 
prince being fo cilablidicd and feciire, that he .had no- 
tning to fear from any man 2 • You fay this/ faid he, 
Dciore a man who can put an end to it every day of. 
«»« life, as he has his razor daily at his throat/ He 
.yvasnotfo well off with Im unumcJy jcit, as honefl 
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Perhaps, take all together, the beft way 
would be to have as little to do with them 
as you can. The Turks fay, * no grafs can 
grow on the fpot where tlie grand fignor's 
horfc has once trod/ 

XX. 

T Hough cuftom hath an Infinuating, un« 
heeded influence on almofl: all men, in 
feme d^ree, from its humouring our natural 
lazinefs with ** her glib and cafy method, 
in fome manner like to that vifion of £2;^- 
Jt/V/, rolling up her fuddcn book of impli- 
cit knowledge ;" {Milton to the parliament of 
JLn^land^ with his doH, and difcipL of divorce.) 
yet it afts moft on the moft empty and in- 
fignificant minds, excrcifing on thcfc a fore 
of irrefiftible tyranny. 

A friend of mine who had lived long in 
Mufcovy gave this inftance, " The butchers 
there carry their meat to people's houfes in 
panniers on each fide their horfe. He ob- 
fcrvcd one of thefe, who had fold a joint at 
a houfe where he happened to be, flinging, 

J^cwte/s ; for Dionyftut being infgrmed of it» ordered 
him to be crucified. "Pint. Qtigarrulttj (IV.) p. 23 *• 

a par- 
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a parcel of ftones out of the other pannierj 
So he alkcd the fellow, yrhy he did that ? 
He told him, with a little fort of triumph 
over his ignorance, that if he did not lighten 
that fide, it would pull over the other 
whcrie the meat was j for that they filled one 
pannier with meat, and the other with ftones, 
to poife it. * Why,* faid the gentleman, 

* had not you better put half the meat on 
one fide, and half on the other, and then 
the horlc will carry double the quantity ?• 

• Oy,* fays he,- * Sir, that is true, I never 
thought of it j-^but my father and grand- 
father did fo before me; and every body 
elfe does as I do, fo I won't go and change.** 

IsOrdBaccn fays, " lie remembers, that, 
in tlie beginning of queen Elizabefb^s time, 
an Irijh rebel condemned earneftly be- 
fought the deputy, that he might be hanged 
in a wythe, and not in a halter, becaufe it 
had been fo ufed with former rebels." EJfay 
on Quji. and Educ. This was probably for 
the fame rcafon that the Roman Ibldiers, hav- 
ing a right of being fcourged with vines 
only, added a fort of dignity to their pu- 
niflimcnt, which made them bear it chcar- 
fully. 

1! The 
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'.- ^ The PottefiMs, the mod lazy of AlVpco^ 
pic, have the fame anfwcr for every- thing 
you tell them. They will agree with you, 
that what you fay is right, and that it would 
be better to change it, but it is . HotUntot 
cuftom. That is an anfwer for, and folu^ 
tion of all, and you (hall never get them 
any farther than Hottentot cuftom/' Kolhn*s 
Prejentjiate of the Cape of Good Hope^ p 124* 

In matters of religion, all the world hath 
ever been the fame ; nay, it has been every 
particular religion's fundamental to believe 
a^ their fathers had believed, without pre- 
tending to examine. 
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IFi ptti/ali/meit an ofnvh^ 

And maki our il^^lfsfor whim tbtyfiu 

HuDi»» 

SECRETARY Craggs brought D/V* Eft^ 
court once to Sir Godjrey Ktteller*si 
where he mimicked fcveral perfons whom 

he 
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he knew; as lords Godolphin^ Somen, HaR^ 
fax, tec. Sir Godfrey was highly delighted^-, 
ccx>k the joke, and laughed heartily : then^ 
they gave him the wink, and he mimicked . 
Sir Godfrey himfelf •, who cried, * Nay, now 
you are out, man ) by G— d that is not 
mej" and thus proved it was he, EJi^, 
court produced the cap % but it was he him* 
felf that put it on. 
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The devil nvasjtckt the divll a M$nk wuU h ; 
The devil was well, tie devil a mwk nuae he. , 

We love hiifi, ieeak/e he /rjf loved uu 

I John IV. tp* 

WE are very humble and afliduous 
with God, when we want to obtaia 
or avoid any things as lord Carteret, (when 
he was lieutenant of Ireland) faid to Szvift : 

My very good dean, none ever comet here. 

But vibo hath fomething to hope, or/omething tofiar^. 

* My lord wrote this on a window in the Ca(lle» 
under two other lines of S'Mtft, in which his pride af. 
feded an abfolute independence* 

The 
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• The PerfiM Magi bcfought the afliftance 
of the Gods in private, with various rites 
^and ceremonies, among themfelves, or each 
alone, but denied their power of intcrpofi- 
tion publicly, that they might not fliare' 
with themfelves the credit of what wonders 
tl^ey performed before the people ; or, in- 
deed, have the whole, and themfelves fcem ^ 
but their minifters in cures and miracles;- 
for, as they concluded rightly, the gods 
would certainly run away with all the 
glory, if the people thought they had any 
hand in their operations at all ;" (Philoflra^ 
ins Soph. vii. jlpo. 7ya. VIIL 7.) " as , 
lady Maij fVortley Montagu^ when fhe 
fhewed Pope a paper of verfes of hers, 
and he would make fome little altera- 
tions, * No, faid flie, Pope^ no touching, 
for then whatever is good for any thing • 
will pafs for yours, and the reft for 
mine." We good chriftians, on the con- 
trary, very candidly give all the. merit of 
what we do to God; butfo as to infinu- 
ate, by thofe very means, that our works 
defervc applaufe, only that our religion and 
modcfty wave the claim of it ; but that 
our great talents, (which the reader is to be 
very fenfible of,) are made the inftrument 

of 
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tf riich: extraordinary produftions.for tttf 
benefit or inftrudHon of mankinds . . ' 

i wonder Kow thefe rafcals of Magi md^* 
haged to draw the Gods in to be fu.ch dupes i 
for^ to be fure, they made them believe 
they were to have ajl the glory^ or, at 
leaft^ this was underftood ; for all itligions 
have agreed, that their Gods were extremely 
greedy of our praifcs^ and very jealous of 
one another's encroaching upon their rights 
to our good opinions and fervices^ Poor im-» 
potent human pride ! 

The Perjians have not left off their old 
tricks of making their Gods believe what 
they pleafe *, but 'as thoie ancient ones 
cheated them, by concealing their wit, the 
modern do fo, by making theirs believe 
they are poorer than they arc ; ** for the 
rich and noble PerfianSj when they have 
any particular favour to aflc, on which oc- 
cafions they are remarkably devout, (for 
" we never love God fo well as when we 
Want .him*") firft take off their rings, and 
other jewels,, and are lure to have no fort of 

• Marianne* 

I gold 
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gold about them, that God may have die 
more compaflion on them for being fo 
poor/* Cbardin Vcy. de Ttrfe. 

. No prince was ever more devout, than 
jOexander^ before his aftonilhing profperity \ 
but tt foon as he thought he could do 
without the Gods, he had nothing more to 
do with them ; and finding that he was as 
good as they, negledled iacrificing to them 
for many years, and at lafl: would be one 
himfclf. But upon the firft fright, on the 
general revolt of the Scythians^ he turned 
again to his old fuperftition^ (Rurfus adfU" 
perftitionemy humanarum gentium ludibriaj re- 
volutus) the mock and very feamy wrong 
fide of human nature ! ^ Curt. VII. 7. 8. 



<c 



The Carthaginians had been accu- 
.ftomied, for many ages after their founda- 
tion, to fend the tithe of their revenues to 
the temple oi Hercules at Tyre^ the mother- 
city. But after they were grown very 
wealthy and powerful, they began to flacken 
in their devotion, and fent every year but 
a trifle, as keeping up an appearance of 
•the old form. In flioft, they found the 
Gods eafy, and were for buying them as 

cheap 
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cheap as they could ; but upon the ruinous 
defeat of their army by jfgatbocleSy tyrant of 
Syracufty and his laying fiege to Carthage 
itfelf, they not only paid Hercuks their old 
debts with intereft, but fent prefents to all 
the other Gods of Tyre. And, in their 
fright, confidering how ill they had ufed 
their own God, Saturn^ too, in having de- 
frauded him of the principal and choice of 
their children ; th^ nobility, for a long 
wliile, having bought poor people's, to 
facrificc inftcad of their own •, they at once 
offered a public facrifice of two hundred 
noble infants 5 and three hundred more fa^ 
milies voluntarily brought theirs, to be 
laid on the hands of the God's brazen ftar 
tue, that were ftretchcd out for that pur- 
pofe, floping downwards, fo that the boy 
rolled off into a furnace that was juft 
under/* With fuch a pang of fuperftition 
were they fcized! Diodor. Sic. XX. i.— 
Humauiiatem dira fuperfiUio vicii. Curt. lY. 

3-^3' 
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Kmm fMidlahriMirnxitt fuiet tpOit., Jliftiamh mm 
exftriwunium anlml fnmffi fuhitum \ h^anlm tft Jim^ 

I flidut \i nHfiut \ natHf ubife^pneparavitt tf iW/V/ 
J^Ai patieMtlam, nM ieque apparet^ quantum babiat 

• nur^e firmltatU* lUa fuMi artijjtma argununta^ fUii 
ex ttmpvrt dedlt% Ji non iantum tr^utit moiefla, ftd 
U placidut^ ad/pexU ; fi n90€X(andult^ fioti lifigavit ; 

J^t quod dari dtbtrtt^ '>pfi fif>i% ^m dtfiderando fup^ 
fltvitf *(^ €$gitafviif aliquid con/uetudini/H^et Jibi ni» 
bildtejfe. Sentca^ Ep. laj. 

** T\ON GARCIAS III, king of Na^ 
jLJ varre^ was furnamcd the Trembkr^ 
from a certain ardour (his friends faid) in 
going into battle. Some new courtier, who 
underltood it fimply for a temporary fear 
and apprehenfion (for he gave in his life 
fufficient proofs of a genuine courage) took 
pains to reprefent the danger as lefs than he 
might -imagine it. The king faid, * Sir, 
my limbs tremble at the danger they know 
by experience my courage will carry them 
into.". 

I have heard of a colonel that was taken 
with a panick juft as he was going to charge 

at 
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at the heaid of his regiment i he made his 
utmoft efforts to recover^ and ppfTefs him- 
felf, but all in vain» he was fubdued by a 
mortal and fenfelefs horror ; he took out 
one of his piftols, and (hot it through his 
head. Like Fannius^ who had conlpired 
againft Augufius^ and, finding his execu- 
tioners in clofe purfuit of him, killed him** 
fclf. 

Htjttmcumfugiritf./e Fi^nmusiffiferemlu 

fiiC9 rogo^ mtnfuTTift^ ne moriartf m^rif ,^ 
Martial^ Efig. II. 30J 

,* • 

4 And a great prince in France of un* 
doubted courage and refolution, yet never 
joined battle^ which he did many, and fuc- 
cefsfully, but an odious accident made it as 
ofFcnfive for his friends to follow him, as 
it was dangerous for his enemies to face 
himt . 

This gentleman's conilitution was cow- 
ardice, but which he correfted, as Socrates 
did the natural malignity of his, by the true 
bravery of his reafon. The fuddcn attack 
of his natural temper he was not prepared 
for, but inflantly rallied and put his fear$ 
to flight. 

J 3 l^ TkeoJorf 
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^ Tbe^dorf ^grippa ^^htgni^ than whom 
fio man was Icfs. acquainted with fear, and 
inrho, as he fays, * found nothing too hot, 
nor too cold forhiqi,' relates, in his me* 
moirs, that two or three days after the 
news of themaffacre of St. Bartholomew^ (he 
was 2i Huguenot) OS he was walking out with 
fourfcore dragoons of his company, deter- 
mined fellows, thinking of nothings on 
hearing fomebody call out, not to them, nor 
any thing relating to them, all on a fudden 
they fet a running like a flock of flieep, and 
never flopped 'till they were out of breath ; 
when, taking one another by the hand, 
three or four together, and daring, * 

— «* iacb in •thirds countenance beheld 
Hit 9Wtt dlfmay afionijh^d ■ • ■ 

then, blulhing, concluded that ^ God did 
not give courage and underftanding, but 
only lent it." MmoirSpp.^S, 
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XXIV. 

TbaiwHmrtcmmiJjthf dupes efeibirfioflis virwfm 
Suam fuifytu fortmum in fnfilU hahit% fuum A 

Cin* V. 5. izm 

THE Athenians often put their ruccefs** 
ful generals to death, out of jealoufy 
of their power. The Carthaginians carried 
this timorous and ungrateful policy fo far, 
that Swift obferves, " It was at laft growa 
into an eftablifjhed cuftom among them ;*■• 
[which he has from Diodorus.] " They 
* advance," fays this hiftorian, ** the moft 
eminent perfons to be generals in their 
wars^ becaufe they conclude they will fight 
with more refolution than others, when all 
lies at ftake : but after the wars are ended, 
and peace concluded, they bring falfe accu*. 
fations againft them, and moft unjuftly, 
through envy, put them to death •, and 
therefore fome generals, out of fear of thofc 
unjuft fentences, have either given up their 
command, or have laid fchemes to make 
themfelves matters of the common-wealth, 
as the only means to fcrecn themfelves from 
1 4 faftion/* 
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faaion." Died. Sic. XX. i. This is what Bor 
fniicar did in that fa/nQus battle againft Jg^r 
thpcles^ the tyrznt of Syracufe^ mjtfrica\ for 
vrhen Hanno^ the other general, was killed, 
^d he might probably have gained the yic^ 
tory, he confidered that in that cafe his citi* 
zens would be too flrong for him ; but if 
they were beat, he would become neceflary 
to them, and by that means might poflefs 
himfelf of the fovereignty \ he fo managed, 
that jigatkocles gained fo complete a viftory, 
that Carthage did not recover ttfclf from it 
for a very long time. Id. ih. — I wonder no- 
body has ever thought of thus accounting 
for Hannibar^ not going diredlly to Rome 
^ter the battle of Cannay and finilhing the 
war at once. 

It has often been obferved, that foldiers 
arc never fo little regarded, as when by theic 
•bravery they have procured their matters 
fome fignal advantages \ becaufe their own 
vidtories ferve to render them ufelefs, or even 
dangerous, or at leaft fufj^fted to be fo, fo 
they mull take their meafurcs accordingly. 

** The fanious marflial Biron^ when his 

fon pulhed on a certain fiege (I forget what) 

' • " : ' yrith 
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with vigour, and was near taking the c!t/^ 
which would probably have put an end to 
the war, reprimanded him for it, and fent 
him orders, to manage matters fo^ that by 
all means the enemy (hould raife the fiege ; 
the fon adVed accordingly, but when he 
came to his father, afked him, what he could 
mean by a conduct: that appeared to him fo 
unacountable ? ♦ Would you have us,* faid 
the marfhal, * be fent to Biron to fow cab- 
bages ?•• See the ftory in Mzerai^ H. IV. 
an. 1592.^. ^l. Doubtlcfs the court, Paris^ 
and the country, had other reafons given 
them. And whatever might have been the 
plaufible ones Hannibal gave at that time, 
l[ though they did not feem very convincing, 
to judge by what Barca faid to him *) this 
was in all likelihood the true one. Si vis 
mihi eqtiitatum darcj die quinii Roma in Capi^ 
tolium curabo tibi Cjxna fit co£la. M. Caio in 
Originib. ap. jiui. GelL X. .24. vel pot. Ca^ 
liuSf ex illo. See Plut. Fab, Max. p. 339. 
{VAl.) and riorus 11.6. 

• FiJtcere /■//, Hannibal^ wffirU 9ti m/eis. Livy 
XXII. 51. who %&» it was Maberbalt mader of the 
Jiorfc—Sctf Dacier at ^Plutarch Fab. Max* note 75, 
\yrlio unitei both. 

"When 
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. ^ When GahiniuSj on his arrival in EgypU 
had, taken Arcbelaus^ who had married 
Ptolemy^ eldeft daughter, prifoner, he could 
have placed Ptolemy on the throne again, 
(which he had been compelled to abdicate) 
at once, but that would have put an end to 
the war too foon, and of confequence to his 
importance, and would have given Ptolemy 
a pretext not to pay him the remainder of 
the fum that was ftipulated : fo lie gave Ar^ 
chelaus an opportunity to make his efcape, 
for a vail ranfom (fo much clear gain) and 
then beat him again in another battle, and 
killed him. This nicety coft thoufands of 
lives, but that was nothing to heroes and 
ftatefmen ! 

SiUicbo^ the fon-in-law of HonoriuSj and 

his general, did the fame by A/aric the Go/b^ 

whom he had fo completely overcome in a 

decifive battle, that he might have eafily 

prevented his efcape ; but by ftill keeping 

the war on foot, he continued and increal'cd 

his own iK)wer from the occafion the ftate 

had for him^ which had in its confcqucnces 

the fame fatal effcft on the Romr,n affairs, 

that HannibaP^ fclfilh policy had on the Cafi- 

tbaginmns. 

' The 



( "3 ;) 

The duke of Marlhoreugh (I have hcard^ 
contended wUh all his power, in the coun^ 
cil of war,, to fight xht, French at Hocb: 
fiedt^ but could not perfuadc prince Eugene^ 
who argued as ftrongly againft it, •till the 
duke, calling him afide, flicwcd him a letter 
from lord Codolphin^ in which the trcafurcr 
aflured him, that if he did not fight, he 
would lofe his head whca he came home. 
No wonder the prince was not fatisficd with . 
his arguments •, he did not know the fecrct 
of the duke's declamation. 

" When 7?/. ^int. Flamininus endea- 
voured to pcrfuade the Grecian allies againft 
beficging Lacedamon^ and to make peace 
with the tyrant Nabis^ they were all averfe ' 
to it, and gave (Irong reafons for their opi- 
nion, lb that he was obliged to come over t6 
them \ yet, even in fo doing, brought them 
all over to his. For he fo well reprclcntcd, 
how much, what they were fatisfied was the 
public good, was their own privatjc harm, 
that without ceremony they came round 
about again. They underftood that the 
war was to be carried on, and their own 
piques and animofities revenged by the TJo- 
mans \ but when they found they were to 

bear 
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bear the expencet an4.nioftly out of their 
own private purfes* all was changed/* [Ti 
JJvius, XXXIV, 33, 34.3 and 

Tif 'for/i affem'^d thf bttttr rtafin^ 

». 
Their general*^ advice had been on ac» 
count of his tear ** left another proconful 
fliould be fcnt to relieve him, and fhould 
have the honour of putting an end to the 
war, which he had fuccefsfully begun/'— ^ 
This he kept to himfelf ; and gave them 
reafons for his purpofe, but however they 
would not ferve ; common fenfe, unbiafled, 
generally fees well enough what is right \ 
and fo they did, *till he let them into anor 
ther fecret, in which themfelves were con^ 
cernedi When we fee a wife man do what 
we take to be very abfurd, we are aftonifh^ 
cd i the cafe is oftentimes, only, that w^ 
fte the public reafon of the thing, and he 
fees the private one. 

The public are the fpeftators in a thea- 
tre i they fee juft fo much of the aftors as 
thefe think fit to (hew tliem \ glitter and 
tinfcl all, and falfc, aided by an artful 

glare 
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glait of candles % all the '^irty work U 
behind the fcenes. And yet they talk a$ 
learnedly, and reafon as ferioufly and graven 
ly, upon what thefe ftacefmen are pleafed to 
prefent them, as if they were aAually the 
miniftering devils, that 

Xiifi h the 'whirlwind anJ direQ thift^tm. 

Mdifin^ 
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Thai nvi can iMoti w§ nttry ajfurtd judgmini •/ ithif 
pnplt^s bafpiae/st hut thai Jtial g^od feems tQ he tb$ 
irui/oarei tf the furift and moft lafting enjpymeni* 



' Breviw dnxijeeurius < 

Ip/a nocet molej^ niinam remtare liarei 
jid vttirts Jinetf if mania pauptrit Jnci. 

Claudiari. Gildonic* owr* io8« 

*' TV yfONTAIGNE knew a dean of St: 
JLVX Hilary oi PoitiersiViho had been 
two and twenty years in one room, without 
ftirring a foot out of it j fufFering a fervant 
only to bring him food once a day, and re* 
tire immediately, and about once a week, 
would admit a friend to coipe and fee him. 
All this while in pcrfcft health." Efays, 

L. U. 
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L* n. c. 6. ''* As extraordinary as Clau^ 
Saifs Old Man of Ferona^ if h^ could be 
called even that, properly, who never went ' 
out of the fuburbs of that city, even into ' 
the City itfelf/* Claud. Epig. II. • 

"An old malfter is our politician, and 
that at fecond or third hand, for I never 
faw him. Another, indeed, we have in the 
houfe, who has lived up in the garret thefe 
fifty years ; I cannot get to the fpeech of 
him neither; he is as earned after the news- 
papers — He \yas a little rake, about four 
feet high; and when he had raked away 
all his little money upon the ladies, his 
father made him ftay above, for punilh- 
ment, and becaufe he would not fee him ; 
and fo, at laft, he never would come down . 
again, but now and then to fetch a little 
beer, or fo ; fpends his time reading J?/?/)//;, 
and looking out at window with a fpying- 
glafs, to lee people go along the ftreet. , 
His bed is made every other night, for he 
chufes it fhould - fcrve two, one night for 
each fide ; eats very heartily, and, they fay, 
is always chearful, and is always well, 
though fourfcorc. What need has any one' , 
of money, or exercife, or any of the other 

things 



things which people think fo neceflkiy and 
cflential?** Letter from Readings 1745. ' 

Were not thcfc contented ? or had they, 
no paflions to gratify ? One of the allego* 
rical drawings Holbein made for the duke 
of Norfolk^ is a man lying along upon a 
rock, with a calm, but chearlefs counte- 
nance^ and bound hand and foot, written 
under, CONTENTE. What then ! fliall 
we fay the Old Man of Verona^ or Mon^ 
taigne^s Dean^ or the Reading Politician^ were 
happier than Cafar or Gengbizkban ? By no 
means. Or that Gengbizkban or C^far 
were happier than thofe ? By no means nei- 
ther. How do we know if a (hark is hap- 
pier than an oyfter ? 

" When Gyges^ king of Lydid^ in the 
height of that famous kingdom*s wealth 
and fplendor, enquired of the oracle of 
Delpbi^ in the vanity of his heart, * Who 
was the happieft man on earth ?' Secure of 
having his pride complimented by the God ; 
he had the mortification of being anfwered, 
* that it was one /fglaHs^ a poor jfrcadhn 
cottager, who had ploughed a little field, 
during all his long life, and had never had a 

wifli 



%nlli that had orfcc called hiih from it.*'. 
Vakrius Max, VII. i, 

f 

DiocUfian tind Maxtmian both retired zt 
once from empire into a private ftation, and 
rural retreat, but both were foon fick of it^ 
and would gladly have retur/icd to their 
power, (as the emperor Charles V. in aftef 
times, and Vi£lor jimadeus^ king of Sardinia) 
though the firft affefted to like it; and 
when Maxtmian preffed him to refume the 
government, he, a wife and prudent prince, 
who had already tried to do fo underhand, 
and found he could not, only anfwered his 
letters, * that he wilhed he could come to 
him at Salona^ and fee his kitchen-garden, 
planted and watered with his own hands, 
and then he would know how little likely he 
was to fucceed in fuch a propofal." ylnreU 
FsSlor.in vit. Philip V. of Spain^ in our 
days, is the only prince that ever refigned 
the crown, and afterwards received it again. 

Well — but certainly that man who is en- 
tirely his own mafter, to do whatever fhall 
CQme into his heart, with all the powers and 
means of gratifying all his dcfires, is happier 
than a flave, or one who is in a perpetual 

' dependent 
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dependent ftatc. Wedonotkhowi;'' Be fare 
there is a great anxiety in a ftate of uncer* 
tainty and balancings which is often, and 
very frequently, the cafe of thofe who can 
do whatever they will. The fort of difap-» 
pointment is only changed ; and inftead of 
not being allowed to have what you will^ 
you are not allowed to know what you will 
have, from the variety of choice that is 
continually prefcnting itfclf ; one pleafurc 
ftill endeavouring to fupplant another. Add. 
that fuchan one is the butt, and very mark. 
of all the palTions j which if he is not ever 
parrying, in a perpetual (late of war with him- 
felf, he becomes the place, the receptacle, the 
hofpital, of all forts of difeafes, crammed and 
glutted with taftelefs fatiety ! and whether 
is preferable, to be controuled by another, 
and free from all difputc and wavering, and 
from temptation ; pr by one's felf, whofe 
granting or denial is often equally uneafy 
or pernicious? If we want inclination or 
tafte to enjoy our offered blifs, it is a load ; 
if we have too much, a fnare. 

Of a St. Francis wallowing in fnow, or a'' 
St. yerome thumping himfelf naked in a 
cave with ftone$, one faid, " if fuch Ihould 
K be 
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be miftakfen, they wcrt finely bit'*— Perhaps 
not. Who knows what fatisfaftiony what 
tranfport they may feel in the aflured opi- 
nion of a certain inwardnefs with God ! and 
that they aVe laying out their (lock of 
pleafure to more than Jeiuijh intereft ! For 
there is no fort of virtue exercifed by man- 
kind fo far for virtue's fake only, that the 
virtuous do not expcft, fome way or other, 
to be ,thc better for it •, and wlioevcr ab- 
(lains from, and denies himfclf the enjoy- 
ment of a prcfent pleafure, does not this 
becaufe he pretends never to enjoy any plea- 
fure, but becaufe he judges, thtit the con- 
tinence he enjoins himfelf now, will be, 
feme time after, amply recompenfed. And 
tliis is underitood on both fides. 

Such enthufiaftic felf-deniers generally 
give themfclves credit with heaven for much 
•^more than they lent it; imagining they 
have facrificcil much more than they really 
have. In quieting the world. Like Cn. 
Iscniulus^ a man of a poor and barren ge- 
nius, who owing all his vaft fortune to ylu* 
guftusy to whom he had brought nothing 
but poverty, and nobility, which made that 
poverty more grievous, yet ufed often to 

• com- 
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complain to him, that ** he had allured, 
him from his ftudics, and that all he had 
given him was nothing to what he had taken 
from him, by making him abandon the 
purfuit of eloquence." Yet, in truth, Au^ 
gvjlus had the additional merit with him, of 
having faved him from a fruitlefs labour^ 
and the public dcrifion. Seneca^ BeneJ. II. 

• But if we can make no judgment of our 
own, furdy we can make none of another^s 
happinefs. We do not know, and we need 
not J if we had needed, we (hould have 
known. Our bufincfs is at home ; what have 
we to do to compare ourfclves with others ? 
Only, as for the oracle (\i we may venture 
to criticife Afolloy as I believe we may now) 
he went too far, in faying that Jglaiis^ be- 
ing the moft contented man, was, therefore, 
the moft happy ; I believe one can only (liy, 
with certainty, from thence, that he was 
the leaft unhappy I 

Seneca pafling by the fumptuous villa of 
a man, famous for nothing but his rich 
idlenefs, and, for this only, thought (by 
the thowghtlefs!) to have found out the 
true fccret of livings and to be alone happy •, 
Ka faid. 



faid. <* Hctrc lies ServiHus Fatia. HiJ kU 
ence» fays ^^/irr^, was how to fkulk» not 
how-to live ; ibr there is a wide difFcrencc 
between living an idle, flothful life, and i 
life of leifurc^ The vulgar think that man 
wife and happy, -who, in fafc obfcurity, 
lives contented, and for himfelf. Yet fucli, 
often, flies bufinefs and men, becaufe he 
is tired of enjoyment, or envy or difappoint- 
ment having banilhed him from fociety, 
hiding himfelf like a fearful and fluggifli 
animal, [lives, as Swift fays, a poifoned rat in x 
a hole] or plugged in gluttony, luft, and 
fleep. In fine, it does not immediately 
follow, that he who lives for nobody elfe, 
lives for himfelf/* Seneca, Ep. ^5. 

Who then (hall make a judgment of otlier 
men's happinefs ? only, in general, it feems 
mod: rational to fuppofe, that as we can 
know the moft happy of all beings, and the 
only truly and ever happy, no otherwifc 
than by the effcfts wc fur6ly fee, and fliare, 
of perpetual and unbounded beneficence ; 
(b thofc men muft approach the ncarcft to 
happinefs, whofc divine qualities the ncareft 
rcfemble this glad attribute, in whofe mod; 
beloved and grateful cfi:cfts wc live, and 

move. 
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move, and !have our being ; and hence owe 
to thofc in our power and dependence the 
exerting ot the like quality, which he hath ' 
furnifhed us all with the means of doing; 
in our fcveral fphcres, to the afliftance of 
others, and fo procuring our own purcft 
happinefs* This is focial love, our beft 
fcU-love, Charity t 



Whtfi wajM are nntiyt 



Of fUafantnifs^ and all her fatbt ar 9 peace* 

Prq verts HI. 17, 

Cato the cenfor aftcd not like thofc who 
perform great exploits for glory, and not 
for virtue \ who after they have obtained, 
and gone through the firft dignities, are 
above all other focial concerns, andpafs the 
reft of their lives in floth and pleafure* — 
He, whofe fole view was the good of man- 
kind, after having been conful and tri« 
umphed, did not difdain to ferve his citi- 
zens ; to plead the caufe of the opprcflcd ; 
and to fight the battles of his country, 4 
fimple tribune, under another conful the 
very next year! with more true glory de- 
grading himfelf, than he could be exalted 
by others ! Plutarch in bis life^ p. 437. 

JC3 The 
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\ The grcdl Scipio jifricanus did the fame; 
after having dcftroyed Cartb(xge^ he went as 
lieutenant to his brother^ who was conlbl^ 
againft Jlntiochus^ king of Syria^ and afllftcd 
him to obtain die firname of jifiaijcus.-^ 
JFlorus^L. 11. c. 8,, 

" He only truly lives," fays Sallufty " and 
may be faid, indeed, to enjoy his foul'; 
who, itill employing his faculties, endea- 
vours to recommend himfelf by fome ufe- 
ful aftion, or noble art.** lielL Jugnrth. in 
inii. This is otium cum dignitatis 

7u da$ ingentut jui mihl ftgrltia^ 

,, * Martial, Efig .XII. 4. 

' •* Such was the bufy leifure of the great 
JDiocUfian in a glorious retreat, which his 
new and unheard of virtue had infpired to 
him, who alone, of all the Roman empe- 
rors, had voluntarily Exchanged the pin- 
nacle of human grandeur, for a private life \ 
and, in return, he was alone the one exam- 
ple* of a private man, who on his death was 
made a god." Praclctro oiiofcnult. Eutro^ 
^iusy IX, aJfin. , 

XXVI. Nctf/ivg 
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if Ming Imf •/€$/• much a$ 'a grmfi wUfiimn imi^nMKfm 

I. 

THE virtue of Vortim^ the fon of Cato^ 
almoft appears fomething more ad* 
mirable than that of his father* They both 
difdained to furvive the enflaving of th?ir 
country : one killed himfclf when driven 
from the laft retreat of Roman liberty i the 
other» in the honefl: endeavour to re-kindle 
the hardly glowing embers, was killed on 
heaps of flain, at the battle of Pbilippl^ 
againfl: OUavius 2ind M. Antony. But the 
fon was a man of pleafure ;• and virtue with 
him was without ceremony, and truly gc- 

• I do not' find him reproached* for any one vice» 
but that. Hike Sir John Falftaff) ** the devil would 
have him about women. *• PUtarch fays, " that when 
he waj in Cuppa Joda he lodj^ed with Maphradates^ 
a prince of the blood, whofe wife and Fortius lived fo 
well together, that it was faid, • Pcrtiiij artd Maphra* 
datts were fiich good friends, they had but one 60UL 
between them.* (The lady's name was PsvcHr« 
which is SOUL in Greek.) Fortius and (he weie better 
friends, for there wa« tso soul between them/*— 7A# 
lifeo/Caio^ ad Jin. 

K 4 nerous % 
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nerous ; it was in fome fort the Stoic feather's 
bufinefs, 

• 

As once queen EltzaUth feeing one dance 
finely, praii^d his (kill and judgment, and 
enquired who he was ? when fhe was told 
lie was a dancing-mafter, flie turned away, 
and faid^ he was a pedant. 

Yet I am far from underftanding Cato to 
be one of Balzac^ s Fanfarons de vinrtU: ; his 
great qualities and fincerc worth defervc 
^11 praife and refpeft, 



XXVII. 

ftMjium fuifyni firtunam in fnfilh hahit^ citm ^ Mliini 

dtlibfraU 

■ Curt. V. 5, 12, 

IT \i licxt to impoflible to get rid of our- 
fclves in our imagination. Self will 
llill intrude at all times, and all places; 
and however we liave occafion to confidcr 
other people's circumftances, ourfclves and 
our concerns will be ever uppermoft, and 
infinuate infenfiblyi till all becomes Self: 

which 
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which is the perpetual fouite of error In 
our own judgments of the virtues ana vioes^ 
the happinefs and miferies, of others. Najr^ 
we often catch our imagination at tnixing 
our living felves with our dead felves, and 
feeling for our unfeeling coarfe •, as may be 
frequently obferved from criminals, who are 
often more afraid of being cut up and man- 
gled by the furgeons^ than being hanged. 

That was good fenle of Diegenes^ and 
ifine humour, who faid to thofe that afked 
|iim> " how he would be buried ?'• " He 
did not defire them to bury him at all, but 
throw him out into the fields." ** That,'* 
they told him, " was the way to be devou- 
red by the birds and beafts." ** No,** fays 
he, " you may put a cudgel by my fide/* 
^' A cudgel ! how fhould you make ufe of 
it, when you have no ftnfe nor feeling ?•» 
** 'Tis there,'* faid he, " that I wanted you : 
what need I to • care what -is done with- me, 
when I haye neither fcnfe nor feeling ?** . ' 

When Buchanan was dying in a poor 
lodging, they came up, and aflced him 
J* what money he had ?*• He told them " he 

had 



i: IS* ) 

liad.nonc>* «* None!** fay they, « why^ 
how do you think to be buried ?'• *< Ife 
lik to lig here," fays honeft Buchanan. 



XXVIII. 

Mihi mmpe valere, bf w'veri Joffui, ' 

SIMILIS, prafcft of the Praetorian co- 
horts, a man of great virtue and probi« 
ty, having at length obtained his difmiflion, 
lived the reft of his days, which were feven 
years, retired in the country, and ordered 
this infcription to be put on his monilkment : 

Here lies Simllis, who died at a great age^ hav^ 
ing yet lived but feven years. In fecejfu quam 
in f rente heatior. Val. Max. VII. 2. 

As Strada fays of Charles V, " He died at 
the age of fifty-eight years, of which he 
lived two. Amortm o£lo & quinquaginta^ ex 
quibus dues ipfe vixerat.*^ Meaning thofe he 
had lived in the monaftery of St. Jujius after 
his abdication [In judgment of others we 
commonly give them our own fentiments ! 
Strada fpoke like a monk, as he was] tho* 

it 



4tfccms hc'lbon grew public-fpirited againV 
repenting of his abdication the very day i 
M^ lead, ** fo , his fon thought % for fomc 
yiavs after, cardinal Granville^ compliment- 
ing Philip II. on the anniverfary of his fa- 
ther's abdication ; yes, fays Philips and of 
his repentance of it. Strada B.Belgtc. L. l.pp. 
9. y 1 3. And yet no man knew better than 
Charles^ what plagues belonged to r6yal life ; 
and he was fometimes fcnfible of it; Pafling 
once by a village of Arragon^ on Eajier-day, 
a perfon met him^ who, according to the 
cuftom of the country, was crowned Pafcal 
king^ and faid gravely, to him, " Sir, it is 
I that am king." ** Much good may do you! 
friend, (fays the emperor, as gravely) you 
have chofcn a troublcfome employment."— 
JD. Juan VitriatiyOti Ph. de Com. c. 53. let. C. 

That honcft gentleman * feems to have 
been in earneft in his love of eafe, and pro- 
bably had not the good fortune to enjoy it 
much, who lies buried in one of our abbey 
church- yards, under a fimplc tomb altar- 
wife, which (all covered over with t^ees^ 

• Mr. Fellonus: I think he lived fomewhere in Hun* 
ih^donjbirif where he was chofcn knight of the (hire. 

(hrubs^ 
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ihrubis, and weeds^ and not to be gotac 
but by a little blind path» nor feen but with 
a torch) has no name or circumftance en-* 
graved^ but only this one word, skuo. 

V ** Lord Craven^ in the time of king 
Charles the Second^ was a conflant man at a 
jBrei for which purpofe he always had a 
horfe ready faddled in the (table, and re. 
warded the firfl: that gave him notice of fuch 
an accident. It was a good-natured fancy^ 
and he did a great deal of feryice ; but in 
that reign every thing was turned to a joke. 
The king being told of a terrible fire that - 
was broke out, afked, if lord Craven was 
there yet ? * Oh !' fays fomebody by ; ' an't 
pleafe your majefty, he was there before it 
began, waiting for it j he has had two horfes 
burnt under him already .'• Rev. Mr. Har(h 
kins^ 
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Jlf«X«/ Mtmi ijf iwjmrias dtj^hm. 'Vbkid$ cmUnmlhfi/^ 
Jtnmm gemu ^ft^uMfffk ^ifum Hgmm ik ^m fittntmr 

SeiDcoi de Irit II. 32. 

* * * 

** TNtcmpcratc and paflioriate reproaches^' 
X although they are juft^ yet affed: 
even thofe that make them with a certain 
degree of ignominy ; and thofe fophi(ts who 
called the philofophcr Pbavarinus^ in deri- 
fion, a fophift, proved their aflertion, fays 
Pbilojiratus^ by bringing him down, thus 
provoked, to quarrel and wrangle with. 
* them/* Pbiloftratus invitfiPbmorim^^. 49 1,^ 



Rbem mihi dejar h unMs 



Duxerat, bit foetus i/acituuquos inqutnat it^uat. 

lucoM. V. 28. * 

The obfervation is curious, but juft • 
for we do indeed, in part, degrade our- 
felves to their pitch, and, in part, raife them* 
to ours, by making them confiderable, with 
whom we thus condefcend, as it were, to 
match ourfclves, to ufe the ancient Roman 

term. 



term, for their pairs of gladiators. ** Be- 
coming, for the time, their like and fellow, 
with whom we think fit to exchange ill 
words or ill deeds/*' See ^ul. Gellius VI. c. 
11 • Vineereinglorium^ atteri fordidum. 7ac. 
vii. Agric. 9. t * 

The duke of MarUforotigb riding out once 
with commiffary Marriott near the commiCr' 
fary's houfe in die country, it began tp rain, 
and the duke called for his cloak ; Marriot 
having his put on by his fcrvant immedi- 
ately. The duke's fervant not bringing the 
cloak, he called for it again, but he was 
ftill puzzling about the ftraps and buckles ; 
at laft, it raining now very hard, the duke 
called again, and afked him ^^ what he was 
about, that he did not bring his cloak ?•*— 
** You muft ftay,*' grumbles the fellow,, 
if it rains cats and dogs, 'till I can get 
at it." The duke only turned to Marriot^ 
and fald, " I would not be of that fellow's 
temper."* The duke of Marlborough did, 
by nature and conftitution, what Seneca 
judged, by philofophy, ought to be done. 
^iid eft quare egofervi mei /jilarhs refponfum^ 

* This I had from counrellor Marrhtf his Ton. 

G* ccntu^ 



(fccntumaciorm vitltum^ JlagelGs & compe£hu 
expiemf Senec. iehi III. 24. 

** Anttgonuty king of Syria^ heard fomc of 
his foldiers making free with his condu£b« 
He put by the curtain of his tent, and look- 
ing out, faid, ^ Friends, go a little farther 
off; clfe^-w//^o»«jwill hear you." P/«/. ii 
M. ^ 

People of this rank cannot affront prin- 
ces, .a;5 there is' no degree nor fort of com« 
petition between them; their words and. 
actions cannot afFefk them, and if they do, 
thcfc degrade themfclves by fuflfering them 
to do fo. They are like the noxious va- 
pour of the Lago de^Cani^ at Pozzuoli^ that 
never rifes high enough to affedl a man 
who (lands upright ; if he will ftoop to it. 
It is his own fault. 

" A ftranger that was at Rome, feeing 
Caligula fitting in (late on his throne, drefled 
like Jupitery and with that Grod's infignia, 
and perfonated attributes, receiving the ado- 
ration of the fenate, and anfwering their 
petitions, burfl out a laughing ; which the 
emperor noting, caufed the man to be 

brought 
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Imught befim him^ and aiked hiin ' what 
he mcanti and what he took him for?' 
The man anfwcred at once, (probably 
imitten with religioiis zeal) that * he took 
him for a madman/ The fellow, on cn- 
4quiry, appeared to be a taylor, and the 
c;mpcror let him alone.'* Xipbilin. in Cajo^ 
JL; LIX. p. 254. 



««i 



Catherine of MediciSy (though (he was of 
a country where they fay, j)ieu s^ejl refervee 
Ja vengeance pour /ot\ parceque ^tji le nwrceau 
frianJJ looking one evening from a ground 
window, with the king of Navarrej they 
heard fome common foldiers, who ..were 
roafting a goofe on a wooden ij[>it, fay all 
, the vilcnefs imaginable, and in the mpft 
offenfive terms, of the quecn'motlicr ; the 
king of Navarre was for going away imme- 
diately, and ordering tliem to be hanged 
up. * Well,* fays Catherine^ calling out to * 
them, , ♦ and what has the queen-mother 
done to you ? (he lets you go on, and roaft: 
your goofe!* And turning to the king, 
laugh^, and faid, ^ Let them alone, coufin, 
thcle poor devils are not our gan^e." 
D'yfulng. Hift. Univerf. torn I. \. 3. c. 5. 
p* 198. I 

The 
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The fame g^atnefs of mind, anc^ jiifthcfs 
t>f thinking, had Oliver Cromwell^ but which 
he exprcfled in a ruder manner, fit fof thcf 
fubjeft, and for himfclf* 

^* A zealous officer of liis came to him^ 
and told him he had fallen into bad com^^ 
pany, where he had had the mortification 
to hear his highncfs fpoken of in a .very 
Icandalous manner. * Oy, fays he* * man, 
what did they fay ?•* * I* am alhamcd, an*c 
pleafe your highnefs^ to repeat it/ * Tell, 
tell,' fays Oliver. * Why, an't pleafe youi* 
Iiighncfs^ a rafcat had the impudence to fay 
your bighnefs might kifs his a-^* * How, 
how ! what was he for a man ?• Oh,* fays 
the oflicer, * he was but a poor beggarly fd- 
low** * Oho !' fays the proteftor^ * when 
you fee him again, tell him be m(y kifs mine.*^ 

" Cardinal Richelieu^ when an ofiicious 
Informer came to tell his eminence of cer- 
tain free expreflions ^and very free ones 
they were) that fomc confiderablc perfons 
he named had ufed in fpcaliiftg of him, in 
his hearing \ * Why how now, you rafcal,* 
fays he, • do you dare to come and call mc 
all thcfe names to my face, under pretence 
of their having been faid by honelt gentle- 
JU men, 
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men, whom I know to have a due refpcA 
for me ?* and ringing his bell, faid to the 
page in waiting» ^ kick that fellow down 
flairs/' . 

It was an extraordinary^ and almoft un- 
heal d of, piece of moderation in AuguJIus 
C^far^ not only to pardon the hiftorian 
Timagenes his inyeftives, that he had both 
written and fpoken abundantly againflhim- 
fclf and all his family ; and, on his dill 
perfifting after repeated admonitions, only 
forbidding him the palace ; but living in the 
fame fricndfliip with Pollh^ and others who 
received and honoured him ; for I think a 
man can hardly have a very fmcere friend- 
ihip for another, when he cheri(hes his de- 
clared enemy. But then this moderation 
gave a greater dignity to his perfon and 
charafter, from this exalted quality of. his 
mind (which was alone intrinlic) and a 
' greater and more juft: fupcriority over the 
red of mankind, than his fublime fortunes. 
See Seneca de Ira L* III. c. 23. 

For indeed, what was this, but, in a 
manner, poflclTmg himfelf of an attribute 
of the Gods, by placing his perfon thus out 

of 
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of the reach of human infolcnce, or injury P 
And, if tfny thing could excite their envy 
(which thcfe times fo much apprehended) 
I think fo divine a quality would do it.— 
{This was the peculiar and charafteriftic . 
quality of Socrates.] jElian. V. H. IX. y. 

'' Nott piAci afimmi Dei^ Vhantit c^mpagal in ttrra f 

'* Nipiacihr^ nellwuirtuie ancora^Tanta tthenxxa^* 

Paft. Fide. A. IV. Sc. 9. 

How different that of our tyrant and 
ufurper, Richard III, who hung a poor man 
that kept the Crozvn alc-houfe, for faying 
" he would make his fon heir to the 
Crozvn !" To fhew his daftard villainy was 
afraid of fuch fcoundrcls I 

Yet this is only good where it comes 
from a natural greatnefs of mind and fu- 
periority of temper that fcorns to be aped. 
. For where it is forced and afteftcd, it only 
broils inwardly, and becomes the more 
grievous to the perfon, and often more dan- 
gerous to the objcft. For a man as it were 
incorporates his anger by concealing it*, as 
Diogenes told Demojthenes^ who for fear of 
his Iccing Jiim come out of a tavern, re- 
h 2 tired 
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tirtd back \ *• Oho, Detnofibenes^ the more 
you retire, the mofc you enter in/* Only 
when the pccvifli Tallies are condrained, 
without colling tod much, it is wcU worth 
while for a man to endeavour to fettle him- 
fclf by cuftom into a temper that may con* 
ducc alike to his eafe and honour. 



XXX. 

LORD Scliftghroke told us (yune My 
1742) that lord Oxford had often told 
him* that he had feen, and had in his hand, 
an original letter that K. Charles I. wrote to 
the queen, in anfwer to one of her*s that 
had been intercepted, and then forwarded 
to him; wherein fhc reproached him for 
••^ having made thofe villains* too great con- 
ccflions," (viz, that Cromwell fllould be 
Jord lieutenant of Ireland for life without 
account, that that kingdom fhould be in 
the hands of the party, with an army there 
kept, which (hould know no head but the 
lieutenant; that Cromivell fhould have a 
garter, &c.) that-in this letter of the king's, 

it 
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It was faidt *^ That (he ihould Jeave hitn to 
manage, who was better informed of all 
circumftances than (he could be ; but thn 
tt^ic might be entirely eafy as to whatever 
concefTions he fhould make them, for that 
he ihould know in due time how to deal 
with the rogues^ who, inftead of a filkea 
garter, (hould be fitted with an hempen 
cord/* So the letter ended -, which anfwer^* 
as they waited for, fo they intercepted ae-. 
cordingiy, and it determined his fate, This 
letter lord Oxford iaid he had offered 500!, • 
for. Lord Bollnglroke^ lord Marchmont^ 
^nd Mr. P-— ^ all believed that the ftory 
I had heard or read to this purpofe, (and 
which occafioned lord BolinghrokeH telling 
the above) had its origin no higher thaq 
this ftory of lord Oxjordf 
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VESPASIAN faid, "a prince ovight td 
die (landing, and died as h^ was m^ 
king an efibrt ta rife and drcfs v*' and /Ar-. 
Jrwn faid, that ^^ a prince ihould die in 
perfedb health, and not languilh.*' (Sueion,: 
in vii. c. uli.) Sanum principem mori debere^. 
mn debiUm. ^^ The great Condi could not 
bear the thoughts of dying in his bed, and 
ivas quite in a palTion that he fliould not 
be killed in the field.'* Spartian. inJSlio Vero^ 
c. 6. I believe the cafe was, when it came 
to the point, he was vexed that lie was to 
die at all ; as Sir Godfrey Knelkr faid to Mr. 
Topty who was fitting by his bed-fide, and 
feeing him fo impatient at the thoughts of 
going, had told him *' he had been a very 
good man, and no doubt would go to a 
much better place :** " Ah, my good friend 
Mr. Pope^ I wifli God would let me flay at 
Wkitton^* which was his country feat that lie 
was very fond of. He was not for making 
the fame error as the gentleman in Miffony 
who died of taking phyfic^ and had put 

on 
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on his monument, Siai/o hen, mh^ per flar 
megliOfJlo qui. Sir Godfrey was for keeping 
well when he was fo : and fo are moft peo« 
I)le, I find, however aflured of the other's 
being better. 

** Some German prince *, I think, BraH'^ 
tome fays, when he was juft expiring, caufed 
himfelf to be taken up, and placed at the 
upper end of his hall, with all his arms on, 
and accoutrements about him, with a trun- 
cheon in his hand, and fo died." 

I am not fure I have read this in BraH'^' 
tome^ or elfewhere \ but Milton tells a like 
(lory of Siward^ carl of Northumberland^ 
(the fame who conquered and flew Macbeth^ 
the tyrant-king of Scotland^ who died at 
Tork the year after) " reported by Huntings 
don^ of a giant-like (tature^ and, by his 
own demeanour at point of death manifefled, 
of a rough and mere foldierly mind. For 
much difdaining to die in bed by a difeafe, 
not in the field fighting with his enemies ; 
he caufed himfelf, completely armed, and 

• This was the count de Buren. Sec Brantcrm 
CapUainci Et rangers ^ torn I. p, 275; 

L 4 weaponed 
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vreaponed v^ich battle*axe an4 ihield, to-be 
* fee in a chair^ to meet death in a martial 
Ijravery." Mlton IJifi^ En^. VI. p. 291. 

There is. another fort of courage required 
for a man to die, deliberately, , by degrees, 
in cold blood, find s^l^ne, or furrounded 
with the folemn apparatus of thofc that are 
to *' fee him out •," thinking, at leifure, of 
^what he muft lofc, and what he may 
' find ; than fuch as is neceffary to make a 
man pulh at all adventures, in a flutter of 
fpirits, with high hopes to counterbalance 
his fears, and accompanied by fifty or a 
hundred thoufand, who do the fame that he 
does. There is a great deal even in this : 
you will fee a timorous girl, who will fuffer 
herfelf to be blooded, or have a tooth 
drawn, if fomebody elfe will undergo the 
fame operation with her, 

" The great Henry IV. of France^ brave as 
he was in the field, having been foretold by 
an aftrologer, that ^ he fhould die in his 
coach,* would fcream out at the leaft ihock, 
as if he faw the grave open to fwallow hin^ 
Vp." Mezerai^ Vie h la fin. Add alfo 

1 ne 
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f^w^Thi weighing JtiiJt anJ iln /btitt intmf^ 
^bij^irit fttPrifig itrum^ thf* 9ar^fiiT€ingffi^ 
Tbi fjal bnnutr^ and all qnaliij^ 
JPridt^ pomff ^n4 tircumfianti rf gMont nuar* 

. &hake/f. Otbilb^ «^ JH^ 

Perhaps no one ever died more truly 
calm and unconcerned than Dr. Pellet^ a 
good and worthy man, and beloved by all 
men ! who, cxpefting every moment would 
be his laft, fathimftlf in his eafy chair to 
read Terence^ *till this moment came, and 
died with the book in his hand. 

If any did, it was another phyfician. 
Dr. Harvey^ who waking one morning, 
' called his fcrvant, and aflccd him, * what it 
was o'clock,* and * how long it would be 
l^efore it was light ?' When his fervant told 
him ^ it was broad day,' he only ordered 
him to fetch a little vial on fuch a fhelf, 
and drank it off, and, lying down again, 
went to reft, from which he was never to 
rife. He found, what he had long appre- 
hended, that he had loft his fight,, and had 
determined to have done with living when* 
f yer that happened. 

XXXI. Man 
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JMw HffiTM wuTifrom man than manfrm btajt, 

ROCHISTER* 

IT fares with the mind often as with: 
the body; the firft aflaults of grief make 
but little imprcflion, to rebound often with 
more violence 5 as tlje woimds of the body 
arc generally more filent at firft, the ruder 
and more violent they are, but afterwards 
ipake themfelves the more feverely attended 
to. Not always ; for I knew an inftance of 
*• captain Bomt^ a candid, wortliy friend ! 
[from himfclf] who at the battle of RamiU 
ies loft his leg by a cannon ball, yet he was 
{o litik ftruck with the blow, that he won- 
dcrcd what made him fall down, nor ever 
^ felt the wound till ^ he was brought to his 
- tent to be drcffQd, and then but- very to- 
lerably during the amputation, and all the 
dreffings, nor ever after." Such are Tome 
conftitutions ! either an infenfibility, to a 
great degree, in the fiefli, or a prodigious 
vigour to repell or bear pain. — ^\Vhen the 
mind i'Qcls the firft attack ftrongly, it ge- 

ncrally 
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hcrally gets over it more eafiljr, if let atonr^* 
ftnd not irritated with crude and importunate' 
comfort, to recover itfclf by its own weari-^ 
nefs, and fclf-fuggefted rcafon, and come 
back to its true tone. * 

" When the LaeeiamMtans had ncwaf 
brought of their defeat and final overthrow 
at LeuBra^ they were celebrating public 
games, which the fyhcri would not put a 
flop to, though they knew this calamity 
ruined their affairs." Plutar. Agejih p. 357. 
(V.) — " King Charles I. did the fame, whetv 
he had word brought him, while at prayers, 
of the murder of the duke of Buckingham.^ 
Clarendon. — And " La Cerdn^ the hufband of 
the famous Mary de la Cerda^ when he had 
word brought him, that his caftle of ^w- 
lar was taken by the royalifts, the confe- 
quencc of which he knew was his own- 
death, yet flayed without any apparent alte- 
ration 'till mafs was over." Mariana Hifi.of 
Spain^ XVI. 17. 

How thefc behaved afterwards, I do not 
know, and how they bore their misfortunes i 
but ** when Sir Thomas More went to be be- 
headed, his favourite daughter, Roper^ took 

her 
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her leave of JWm-¥rith great conftancy, and 
bore up with a courage that would have 
ieemed infenfibility of fuch a lofs, if her 
filial virtue had not been too well known to 
her father and friends.* Yet the moment 
fhe parted from him, flie fell into fuch 
tranfports of grief, that it was long doubt- 
ful whether they fliould be able to keep 
life in her.** Afy fatten Cura Icves loquu^^ 
Sur^ ingentesjiupent. Sen. Hip. II, %, 

** Sophocles^ who knew human nature fo 
as to have fecn, as one may fay, the paf- 
fions behind the fccnes, hath wonderfully 
reprefented this motion of the inward mind, 
in Dejanira^ who being told by llyllus^ the 
fbn of Hercules^ in a moft affefting dcfcrip* 
tion, in what grievous and terrible manner 
his father died, by means of the poifoned 
robe flie herfelf had fent him, (unknowing) 
hears him througliout, filent and motion- 
lefs i and then, without anfwering a fingle 
word, retires if with the indignatiqn and 

* See the flory of Rai/cac m Montaigne \. »• 

t See a fine image of this inward collected paifion 
9S Jri/lomena in Paufanias MfJJimc. c. 22. 

curfew 
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curfcs of Hyllus^ and all the alEftants, at her 
calmnefs i but foon after comes fuch a' 
fcene of her behaviour !" SopbccUs Tracbi^ 
niif from Vt 759. f^rgii has imitated it in 
his cxquifite dcfcription of the death of 
Didoj but very fliort of it furely I 

I am perfuaded men differ more fronvone 
another than is generally thought, in their 
fenfe both of bodily and mental pain ; in 
one, from the mere conftruftion of the 
nerves and fibres, and mechanical frame of 
the body itfelf*, and the other from, who 
knows what, or can conceive ? doiibtlefs, a 
great deal ; and this too from that fame va- 
riety of conftruftion ! We more evidently 
fee this in the powers of imagination,* judg« 
ment, memory, &c. and fo of all other fa- 
culties, which the more we confidcr and 
compare, the more we (hall find to dificr 
between man and man ; and yet in our 
judgments of the adtions and pafllons,'. en- 
joym?:nts and fufFcrings, virtues and vices of 
others, we make no allowance for, nor the 
leaft attend to, this variety. But this is 
the lefs to be wondered at, .fince we fo lit- 
tle do it even for the diflerenccs of cir- 

cumftancc 
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<:umftance and accident, whkh much more 
immediately fall under the cognizance of 
ourfenfes* 



XXXIII. 

JUifot fkftuna^ uH arta defuijlini. 

Tacit. H. V. 

HUMAN prudence builds, at bcft, 
upon a quick-fand, in great and com* 
plicated affairs efpecially, as it is necefli- 
tated to proceed on a fuppolition that men 
aft confiflently ; if they do not, in the 
main, take this for granted, they build on 
no foundation at all. 
• 

Don Carlos Coloma^ a great foKlier and 
ilatefman, and a noble writer of the wars in 
. Tlandcrs for twelve years, in which he himfclf 
was pricfent, fays, " The ill fucccfs of the 
Spanifli Armada was, in a great meafure, 
owing to the duke of Varm(C% not having 
his tranfports ready for the forces he had 
in Flanders^ occafioned by his judging, but 
too rightly, of what ought to have been 
the condudt of the admiral, duke of Me^ 

dina^ 
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dina^ and the Spanijb fleet ; who, certainl^^* 
(hould not have precipitated the executioA 
of fo weighty and hazardous ah attempt^ 
before he had fecured a port to retire to, in 
cafe of accident ; and what he knew they 
ought not to Iiave done, he could not be« 
lieve, though from the eye-witncfs of cap- 
tain Morofmo^ his own meflenger, that they 
had done \ that they fct fail from Lijbon. 
We err often in the judgment we make of 
others aftions, by not believing they will 
do, or have done, what we judge to be 
s^ainft their intereft. Prudence itfelf may 
be mifchicvous in unfortunate events, and 
virtue, wljfen unfuccelsful, appears vice and 
error." Coloma Guirras de Flanders^ L. L 
fol. 6. 

We doubly err \ firfl: in fuppofing that 
we mufl: needs judge rightly of what is for 
anothcr*s intereft, or that they themfdves 
muft needs judge rightly of it; and, fc- 
condly, in laying it down as a principle, 
that we both fee things exaftly in the fame 
light. Now this, we may be very fure, ne- 
ver happens, entirely, for the moft part, 
very widely different; which difference 
arifes from that of the men's information, 

their 
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tKciir talents^ and the things thcnlfeivcsj 
4— This is the ftate of the queltion in all 

* the judgments we make of others, at the. 
beft i fo far precarious they muft be, bc- 
jides other circumftanccs that very often 
come into the account. Yet we are not at 
all lefs fecure of our judgments for that, nor* 
aft the lefs fccurely accordingly j whence^ 

' wh^t wonder if manifold injuftice to others^ 
and error in our own aftairs ! " However," 
fays Colo7nay " time, and the duke*s great 
reputation afterwards, made this no more 
thought of J 



!?• 



On the other fide^ ra(h aftions have of^ 
ten fucceeded, bccaufe the enemy had a 
better opinion of the prudence of their au<b 
thors, (judging, in like manner, by them* 
felves) than they defervcd. 

The duke of Monmouth^ drinking Jatd 
one night at the fiege of Maejiricht^ where • 
he commanded, with fome other general- 
officers, they took it into their heads to go 
direftly, as they were, and ftorm the Devil\ 
TczveTy a fort fo called, of the utmoft con- 
fequence, as being the main ftrcngth of the 
place, and thought almoll impi'cgnable i 

but 



but that vtta hot a time to doubt of tkntti^ 
' fclvcs in any thing j away they went, with 
what attendance of their people they thought 
fit to taTce iii a hurry< of that happened to • • 
be ready. However, having fome little way 
to go, the duke bethought himfelf^ and. 
Hopping ttiortf faid, * Look ye^ gentlemen^ 
we have undertaken an inconfiderate thing, 
and we cannot do better than go back while 
we are well ;' they cried, * he had brought 
them out, and he ihould carry them 
through, or they would run their fwords 
into his body.* They came before the 
place^ and began to make their attack, at < 
the fame time crying, * Military execution^ 
and no quarter!' The governor, finding 
the general was tlierc in pcrfon, made no 
doubt but he muft be well attended, and 
have a greater force with him than lie was 
aware of, and furrendcred/* So ralhnefs 
had the efFeft of ftratageni, put good fenfc 
out of its play, and fairly jockeyed pru- * 
dcncc and right counfeL 

Of the fame kind was the ** adventure of 

the Jnntjkilling men, a famous headlong 

party of . volunteers in duke 6chomherg*s 

army for king mWai^i^ in Irelanl They 

M were 



w^np at that time before Netvry^z fort of 
vali; 'ftrength and importance, Thefe men 
had been oiit on a fcour all the mght, and at 
tnorningy when the ^eveillez was beat, none 
of them appeared 5 at laft, at two or three 
o'clock in the afternoon, comes one.gallop-r 
ing, and never flopped *till at the general's 
tent, and told him, they had met with the 
French y and (inftead of retiring, and only 
giving an account of the enemy's motions^ 
as they ftiould have done) had driven them 
into HewTfy and had fummoned the garriibn 
tofurrenderi and he came to fetch more 
force. Sckomherg laughed out aloud ; but 
prefently recoUefting himfelf, confidered 
ibmething might be made, after all, of thcii: 
^rong-hcadedncfs, and the French pannic^ ' 
jR> fent, and at once took the fort, and all 
within prilbners of war."* 

This recoil e£blon of Schomlerg reminds 
me of a ftory I have heard my father 
tell (I do not know whence he had it^ 
of cardinal Richelieu % " There was a 
foucy pulhing fellow, a decayed gentleman, 
who would be ever putting himfelf in the 

* CiU9 Frceke told this to my father. 

cardinars 



cardinai^s way^ at his levee and other timeJ 
of public admittance^ fo that he was quite 
tired of the fight of him, notwithftanding 
he had (hewn him all the fltght polTible ; fo^ 
at laft, he ordered him never to be admit- 
ted ; yet ftill he would meet and purfue his ' 
coach ; the cardinal ordered his attendants , 
to drive him away, and keep him from his 
fight. One day as his coach came out of the 
Louvre^ he faw him ftart from behind a pil- 
lar, whofe pedeftal he had climbed, and 
waited there. • 7c/«,* faid the cardinal, 
* what impudence !* but rccoUefting, * this 
fellow has a talent that may be ufeful, he 
will go through,* fcntfor him and employed 
him. He fcrvcd the cardinal ufefuUy, and 
made his own fortune.** •* Thofe who con- 
quer have always honour,'* fays Vbilip de 
ComineSy V. 9. ViRoria rationem non addit. 
7acit. H. IV. Chi dura vince. 
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i 'T Jfti Itx efijufli^r mtta 
^gsm mcii artifoei arti ferirt/ui. . 

AFreneb gentleman told kne that a rcla^ 
tion of his had died at Paris, and left 
all his eftate from an only fon he had, then 
abroad, to the Jefuits% on condition that they 
.Ihould give his fon ** whatever they fhould 
chufe, La partie qui leur plairoit.** When 
the fon, came home, he went to the con- 
vent, and they gave him a very fmall fhare 
indeed. — He was ruined, and confulted his 
friends : All agreed there could be no help ; 
at lad a counfcllor to whom he happened to 
niention his cafe, bade him fue the convent, 
and that he wogld gain him his caufe ; which 
he did, upon this plea : the teftator had left 
his fon the fhare of his eftate which the 
fathers fhould chufe : ** La partie qui leur 
plairoity — It is plain which they chofe, by 
that which they had kept for thcmf elves. 
A pretty piece of law-je/ujiifm this, by which 
they were lurched at their own game ! 

Much 



"Much fuch another equivoque Viras that 
of ** Charles V, when he left France^ and 
was reminded by a minifter who attended 
him from Francis I. of the inveftiture of 
Mlan^ which he had promifed for the 
Dauphin. Je veux ce que man frere le rci 
veuS. I Rke as wy brother the king likes j and 
forthwith invefted his fon, afterwards Phf^ 
lip II. of Spain^ with that duchy." By the 
way, they were for cheating one another of 
what ndther of them had any. right to'. 



Mi p^ir f€vis oneret catenh'^ 
Mimwemfifukro/calpe fuerelam. 

HoR. Odi lit* II* 45» 

TO what fmall and trivial accidents are 
owing oftentimes the greateft events f^ 
** A quarrel between a meflenger and his 
wife, about a bridle that was out of the 
way, narrowly faved from defeating one of 
the nobleft enterprifcs of all ancient patri*, 
Cftifm i Pekpidas's freeing his country from 
her tyrants.** Plutarch tells the ftory in his ' 
Jife,p, 184. (III.) The thoughtlciTncfs and 
M 3 want 



t 150 > 

ynmt of caution of a flave in bringing homd 
Tomp0y*s robe, that had by fome chance got . 
blood upon it at the eleftion of an jEdile^ 
being fccn on a fudden by Julia^ the daugh- 
ter of Cxfar^ and wife of ?empey^ Ihe took 
fuch a fright that fhe inftantly mifcarried, 
and died ; and fo. broke the union that kept 
the world together \ which upon this fi^tal 
breach fell into fierce perturbation, and ci- . 
vil war. This probably had never hap- 
pened, if fo wife a woman, and fo beloved 
both by her father and hufband^ had conti* 
nued between them/'* flutarcb^ Pompey^ p* 
493- (VO 

For the reft, one may venture to affirm 
that this was a great and unafFeded inftance 
of conjugal love, and could be owing to no ' 
other motive, whereas that of Porila is am- 
biguous. The daughter of Cato^ and wife 
oi Brutus^ with ahead turned, as her's was, 
with/oiV enthufiafm, is very capable of a 
lefs amiable interpretation, without want of 

* See a like fatal ioflance of cx>njugal love In the 
wife of the marquefs Je drnfe^ governor of VaUntia^ 
for the emperor Charles V. in ^andovoTt life of ^du9 
rmperor, Lt 6, ver.Jin^ £ft^Lf. 94. 
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charitjT; and fhay very Well be one of thole 
numerous inftances of people's -^ not being 
virtuous for the fake of virtue**,- according; 
to Rocbefaucdult. See Maxim I. 

There is fomething very fingular in the 
tonduft of the' wife of Cavades^ king of 
Perfia^ who was taken prifoner by his. 
fubjefts, depofed, and (hiit up for life m 
the caftle of Forgetfulntfs^ fo called for a 
reafon that is evident, (as the dungeon of 
the Baftiky and fome other prifons in France^ 
are called the Oubliette.) ** His wife was 
very attentive and arduous to ferve him ; 
and, in the courfe of fo doing, the gover- 
nor of the caftie fell in love with her. She 
immediately told her hufband, who bade 
her grant him all he alked. She did {6^ 
and by this means made her pai&ge to and 
fro fo eafy, and herfclf, by fuch a proof of 
her afFeftion for her lover, and difregard 
for her huiband, fo entirely depended on, 
that (he gained- an opportunity of faving the 
king by changing cloaths with him, and 
» (laying in his ftcad to fufFer all that cruelty 
and revenge could fugged to a faftion that 
was in theijtmofl; danger of ruin and dcftruc* 
M 4. tive 



^ve ch^ifemenc by their king's efcape/? 
^rocopius^ in the firft book .of Pfrfian fVarSf 

It is plain, I think, that in both cafes 
flic equally devoted herfclf for her hulband^ 
;is the DecH did for their country \ and one 
cannot doubt, but that, conHdiirring the ufe 
flie made of her iirfl: aftipn, in acquidcing 
to his commandS| which was* the faving of 
her hufband, by the deftruftion of her lo- 
ver \ fo flie really made him in that a grca-r 
ter facrifice than in the laft; abandoning 
that chaftity for his fake, which, for his 
.fake, muft evidently have been, from the 
jcvcnt, fo dear to her. O charming crime ! 
O fplcndid adultery j O glorious profti* 
^ution ! 

What ftill enhances the aftion of Cavade^^s 
queen^ is that the rebellion of his fubjcAs^ 
and all hi^ niisfortuncs^ were owing to a 
crime, that was more a crime in him with 
refpcft to her, than to the generality ; whici; 
was his attempting to make all women 
common throughout hi$ kingdom. 

Diana of Poitiers^ dutchefs of VaUntinpts^ 
is faid to have made a likp facrifice, to favc 

her 
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Iter father's life, whom Fronds I. of France, *i 
had condemned to death, for confpiring 
with the con(|table of Bourbon againft him« . 

The fine ftory St. Mftin tells, in his 
^* difcourfe on the fermon on the Mounts ^ 
of ** a man whom jtcindynus^ governor of 
.^ntioebf imprifoned for not having paid 
his tax, threatening, moreover, death, if he 
did not find the money at a certain time,'* . , 
is much of this kind : *^ His wife, who 
was extremely beautiful, was foUicited by. 
a very rich man, who promifed her the fum 
for one night with her. This woman, in- 
ftrufted by fcripture, (fays St. jfuftin) that 
her body was not her own, but her huf- 
band's, informed the prifoncr of the offer 
tliat had been made her % faying, at the 
fame time, that (he was ready to confent, 
provided he ordered it, who was the only 
lawful pofll'flbr of her chaftity. He thanked, 
her, and ordered her to comply j flic did 
fo, and received her money; as had been 
promifed, but was bafely defrauded of it, 
before Ihe got out of his houfe ; for, when 
(he came home, ftie found that, inltead of 
the gold ihe had told, they had changed the 
purfe upon her, and given her one that 

ha4' 
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had nothing but fotne earth in it. Thd 
good woman went diredtly to the governor,' 
and told the whole matter. The governoi* 
was fo ingenuous as to declare, that he was 
the only one who was guilty of the adul- 
tery, by the rigour he had ufed to forci 
an honefl: m^n ro fuch extremes, con* 
demncd himfelf to pay the emperor's tax, • 
and adjudged to the injured woman that 
eftate of the rich man, out of which the 
earth was taken which had been put jnto 
her purfe for the- gold." . See alfo £^k 
jlcindynus (Septf) 

■ % 

The good St. Juftin by no means blames 
this a£fcion, but rather feems to think it 

may be righteous. ^anquam nonnulU 

€aufa poffint extftere^ uhi & uxor^ mariti con^ 
fenfu^ pro ipfo mar it o hoc facer e debere videa^ 
tur. This is, however, doing evil, that 
good may come of it. 

Befides, in fo brilliant a virtue, there feems 
to be a flaw *, fmce it can never be put in 

• • The ftory of the lady that Olin;er. the barber rf 
Lewis XL defrauded of her honour^ under pretence 
of faving her hufband» has not this fiaw. See Preuves 
on Phil, dc Cm* torn V. p. 55. . 
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eitecution butMfith (bme improprieCf ^ ifo^ 
$. huiband who could make fach a ufe of a 
wife's affection and conflancy, can by no 
means deferve it. What a poltroon waa 
yidmetus to [ixtkrjllce/les to die in his ftead ! 
yet he had not put her upon proftituting 
herfelf to fave his life. So far as the great 
and brave Mary Retgerjb&gen^ the wife of 
the famous Grotius^ did» was in every view 
fenfible and praife- worthy \ fince fhe neither 
abandoned her honour /or a man who 
would not have deferved it, cveri by ma- 
king the rcqucft ; nor hazarded her life at 
his defire for his own, but at moft: was to 
remain for life in t\it CdSiXt oi Louveftein^ 
herfelf ufelcfs to the commonwealth, for a ' 
man who was eflentially neceflary to his and 
her country, and whofe conjugal worth de- 
ferved every return from her. Du Maurier 
Mmoircs 4e Hollander p. 404, 

Valerius Maximus mentions ** certain wives 
who came as to take their laft le:ive of their 
hulbands, brave men, who were to be exe- 
cuted that night in prifon for rebellion, and 
chainging cloaths with them, thus favoured 
their efcape, which they the more eafily 
^ftcdlted, by covering their heads with a 

veil. 



veil, as was the cuftom in excefTive grief v ' 
and, thus remaining, were all executed for 
their hiifbands. What," adds Valerius 
MaximuSi ** can one fay of thefe but that 
they were worthy to be the wives of fuch 
man !** He might ftill have added, "But 
were fuch men worthy to be the huibands 
of fuch women ?'• 

But it may be faid, they could not have 
imagined they would have fuffcred; and, 
indeed, thefe were very unlucky ; for the 
wife of Grotius^ who did the fame, came to 
xio harm* > » 

•• I do not know which behaved moft 
nobly, the hufband or the wife, a count 
and countefs, in the court of Otho IIL (caU 
led Carrots and the WorWs Wonder \ a good 
jumble of epithets !) emperor of Germany^ 
in the tenth century. The emprefs, Mary 
of Arragon^ fell in love with the fount, a 
young and handfome nobleman, who with- 
ftood her follicitations ; at which fhe was fo 
enraged, that (the old way) Ihe accufed 
him to the emperor of attempting on her 
what fhe had attempted on him. Otho (ac- 
cording to cuftom in thefe cafes) believed 

alh 
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all I and/wi^out hearing hifiiy (or rather 
he himfelf refilling to plead his innocence^ 
in order to fave the honour of the emprefs^^ 
as fome fay) ordered him to be beheaded. 
Vet he alTured his countefs^ as he was. 
ftretching out his neck to the executioner^ 
that he was innocent^ and withal told her 
the whole truth. She went ftrait to the 
emperor who was hearing caufes in public^ 
as was the way of thofe times, in the open 
plain of Placenttay and aloud called for 
* juftice on the murderer of her hulband.* 
Otbo was drawn in \ he promifed it in the 
face of the world ; when ifhe, taking her 
hufband's head from a fervant who brought 
it concealed, held it up, and cried, * it is 
you yourfelf who have murdered the 
good count my hufband, by raflily taking 
the word of an infamous wife ; and, proving 
it to his fatisfaAion and that of all pre- 
fcnt, boldly demanded his own head, ac- 
cording to his folemn and public promife. 
The emperor confeflcd the guilt and for- 
feit, but demurred as to the payment ; at 
length, after many and long contefts, 
the CQuntefs contented herfclf with the 
death of the emprefs, whom the emperor, 
generoufly gave her up, (hufband or wife, it 

was 



ms the ftme thiog to jqftice) and to matce 
|ier fome amcinds for the lo(s of her hufband^ 
prdered his emprefs^ inftead of being only- 
beheaded, to be burnt alive. This was ex* 
ecuted at Modena^ ahn. 998/* Maimbourg 
Siji. de la Decadence de P , Empire. See alfo 
Moreri art. Marie df Arragon. 
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£# iifif 4emenur la humiges ^u^m 99Ui iwnt firii/le 
n$tr€ nfirtue* 

RdCHIPAVCAVLT. 

^ rr^HE very defire of a good name is 
JL* a genuine chrld of virtue," fays 
Cracian % and Cato^ the cenfor, faid, that 
•• no one would be virtuous, if glory was 
once feparated from virtue," 

The carl of Dorfei coming to court 
one queen Elizabeth*s birth-day, the king 
{Charles Ih) aflced him, < what the bells 
rung for ?' which having anfwered, the king 
farther aflced him, * how it came to pafs, 
that her holiday was ftill kept, whilft thofe 
of his father and grand-father were no more 

thought 



thought of than fViUiam the Cimquerw^% ?» 
* Bccaufc/ faid the frank peer to the frank 
king, ^ (he, being a woman, chofe mtn for 
her counfcUors ; and men,, when they reign, 
ufually chufc women." What 9 fevere far- 
cafm on the lewd king himfelf ! whofe fa- 
ther, though otherwife a virtuous prince, 
was governed by an imperious and bi* 
gotted French-^om^ti of a wife^ and his 
grandfather, though he had no miflrefles, 
had little mafters who governed him, and 
them he chofe for no other merit but being 
as like women as men could be ! 

■ • * 
It was " a repartee of this foit that JB 
made to fome of his tuk*bulent officers, who 
aiked him, ^ how it happened that the reigns 
of his predeceflbrs, jibuheer and Omar^ were 
fo calm and peaceable, and his immediate 
prcdeceflbr, Othman^s^ and his own, fo full 
of troubles and divifions ?• * The rcafon,^, 
^nfwered the good Calipb^ ^ is plain : Otb^ 
man and I ferved jihtbeer and Omar\ Otb-* 
man was ferved, and I am ferved, by you 
»nd your fellows/* Ockky^ Hifiory of the Sa- 
racens^ V, II. p. 85. 
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'J \ ^ /' Fit iMirtid I •,.-..: ' * ^ 

^\.8firm9iimdgiuilamlifori. 
^. . . Hot* Sat. il. 34 9^^ 

THERE* is no one fo low and con^ 
teniptiblei but who (by the courtcfy 
of fclf-lovc) finds fome one ftill more loy 
. for him to triumph over, or to triumph 
over him^ for it is all one« 

4 •^ The duke of Montagu and JackSpenctf 
knocked one night at the next door (in Sti 
Martinis lane) to Dr. MifauhMs (a (landing 
butt of this kind of wit, and of this kind of 
. wits) and the maid opening, dcfircd to come 
in, and at the fame time puflied forward % 
nobody happening to be at home, Ihe was 
frightened out of her fcnfcs, but they af- 
fured her, that they only wanted to go into 
the garden to look over Mfaubih's wall ; in 
the mean time fhe obfervcd tlie ftar. Pre- 
fcntly afterwards one of their footmen came 

with 



with t couple of great esirtheh pots thejr Kad 
fent him to buy, with which they them- 
felves emptied the houfe of office^ and flung 
it over the wall oiila fe« in .the Dr/s garden, 
on which he ufed frequently to fit and read z 
Their fcheme w?s. that he fhould come ancL 
fit down there as ufuah he fmelt the joke, 
and never came there, a^d. they had their- 
trouble for their pains/* — ^The idle buftle 
of poor, human creatures I but thefe were 
the choice fpirits, the very fait and feafon-* 
ing of the tunes, ^ 

. What a. compliment thefe great people 
made the doStor, whom they were playing 
upon in the mere . infolence of their fupe^ 
riority of quality and fortune,, to fuppofe^ 
as a firft principle, that the chance oijiink^ 
ing him wa$ worth the rcaljlinking tbemfehes ! 
Thefe ingenious men^ did this, becaufc he 
was a very wrong-headed fellow.. Uter efi 
infanicr horum. P 
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^ QiOMfi young gentlemen o{ Clazi^mene^ 
O (Bucksy as we fhould call them now) 
c6ming to Sparta^ took it into their heads 
for a frolic, to. fmear the fquare ftones 
chat the Epbori fat on, with greafe and foot^ 
which had the efiedb that thofe people of 
bodily wit and humour defired, and fmut* 
ted the robes of thefe magiftratcs % the thing 
was enquired into, and the authors detefted ; 
en which. this grave and wife nation treated 
them as the nature of their fault deferved, 
without cdndefcendihg to make a ferious af- 
fair of it % and ordered the public herald to 
proclaim, that ' the Spartans gave the Qazo* 
fnentans leave to play the fool when, and 
liow, they thought fit.*' Plut. 

Perhaps 



fbmething of a like fort of courtefy of the 
public^ in refp^ of i noble order. 

As there may be, and often are, fome 
circumftancesy in the goods of fortune, and 
even the abundance itfelf, that arc incon- 
venient, nay pernicious > fo, in regard to 
the point of honour, there are certain prK 
vileges that degrade, and others which 
are only marks of fubjeftion, and a fort 
of annual, or other periodical conceffioii. 
of another's fuperiority, and but a plau* 
fible renewal of homage. Such were in 
ancient times the SatumaUan feafb; a 
yearly vacation to mirth and jollity, like 
our Cbrifimas, and at the fame feafoo^ 
to divert cold and darknefs; where they 
had feveral of our cuftoms, and, amongft 
the others, that of chuling a mock king of 
the revels. In this feflival the mailers 
waited at table on their flaves'. •* There 
was one certain day every year, in which, on 
occalion of an extraordinary exploit the fex 
had performed in an imminent danger of 
their country, the women of ^rgos wore the 
N 9 breeches I 



tfl;fncn*$ cloAtl)tf,,#n(i th« Hien were obliged 
to drefs theipMwjJa.th^Cij'* [-P/itf. Virtues 
9jf IVomen^ Ex. 4.] which law, doubtlcfs, 
snuft have occalibned infinite diverfion, on 
this burlefque holiday,, and would now 
make a very fruitful fubjcft for a mafk or 
entertainment. I fuppofe thofe jtrgtves had 
an odd turn to whfm ; for they had another 
law, " that the bride fhould always go t<> 
bed to her hufband, the firft night, with a 
Beard on.** PIxL iK It would be curious ta 
know the occafion of this. droU cuflom f 

If this was a prerogative that thefe Ar-^, 
give ladies aflferted as a mark of their fupe««. 
riority for the time, they fcem.to have con-^ 
fulted very ill for themfelvcs, on fo criti-^ 
cal an occafipm •* An ancient painter wasf 
defired to paint a fubje<5b,that was left to him- 
fclf to chufe, only that it fhould have no» 
thing that could excite lewd ideas, to which 
he had naturally a great propenfity ; fo he 
drew a moft lovely woman naked, and in 
the moft luxurious attitude, but with a^ 
beard on.** 

For 



Icetn to hwt ;bc«n (like the JikdiUta) zToit 
of Gothtt ^wJ^iibcinjghevir 'famous for 
*ny of thofc fine qualiticf' of the mind for 
'which ^4 adrtiire that nition -, but,- inftead, 
liad thofe fort of nicrry cohdcits that "our 
airceftors have left us fcvcral qusrintYamplies 
bfy and made good PcpeH obfervation, thSt 

Stdtp infipkmhr ^uam illi ipfi q$ti ijtm irtdmlirt*^^ 
V . fuUUm emir a if fit iam Mu dlffutim^ 

Ci<U4lePiT«:iL 

^ yi' NSWER not a fool according 1^0 
i\ his folly, left thou alfo be lilgfe 
4mto him/* fays Wxjhm itfelf, A mai 
vrho difputes with one who is bcapable 
of reafoning, or on a fubjedk which, iii 
its naturci admits not of fcalbning, puts 
himfclf upon a level with him; as ** the 
viftor at the Olympk games, who, being 
accidentally kicked by an afs, kicked 
him again, on which the judges who had 
juft allotted him the crown, took it away 
Uovci him again. Mlian^ //. V» 

N 3 Diogenes^ 



^l plogims^ .Lthink it was, *f$(!ingt two "ca# 
.g^rly difputing oil a trifling fubjeft, an4 
that neither. of them knew any thing of, 
faid, ^^one of thofe fellows is n>ilking 9 
he-goa% and the other is holding the pail.** 
Mod: of the great controverfies on religious 
fubjefks, both, thofe which have happily 
gone no farther than idle wrangling, and 
thofe truly falfe ones, that have engaged 
inrhole nations in the mod furious and inhur 
man animofities, and drenched the world in 
blood, have been altogether of this kind, 
in which neither fide underdood, or ever 
could underdand, any thing of the matter ; 
and have been merely one Ihop contending 
with another for cudom : both fides agree- 
ing in this only j to fubditutc fomething 
elfe, I know not what, nor they neither, in 
the room of morality, and the focial virtues ; 
which bring the trade npthing ; but, on the 
contrary, it fubfids on the compounding for 
the want of them, and whofe creflit and in* 
tereds are always fure to fink, in jud: pro* 
portion as the others rife. And how can it 
be othcrwife, when we build on falfe princi^ 
pies ? " Can >ye ferye Qod and Mammon ?** 

. . Mr, 
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Mr. Pepei who loved to talk of 7?/rMii; 
(one who ufed to be of the party with hiirit 
Gijy, Swift^ O^igSf and Mdifon^ and that 
fet, in his youth) told ub. that Gay went to 
fee him as he was dying, and alked him, 
♦^ if he would have a pricft ?" (for he was 
a papift) ^* No,*' faid he, ♦* what fhould I 
do with them ? But I.would rather have 
one of them, than one of yours, of the two. 
Our fools,*' continued he, " write great 
books to prove that Bread is God% but 
your booby (he meant Ttllotfon^) has wrote 
a lon^ argument to prove thap Brfad 19 
Bread:' 



cc 



As GecrgeVtlOers^ duke of Buckingham^ 
was dying, which he did at an inn, the 
duke of ^een/buryj going down to Scotland^ 
heard of it when he was within a few miles 
of the place, and went to make him a vifit* 
Seeing him in this condition, he afked hin% 
♦ if he would not have a clergyman ?• ♦ I look 
upon them,' faid the duke, ^ to be a parcel 
of very filly fellows, who don't trouble thcm« 
felvcs about what they teach/ So ^eenjbury 
afked him, ' if he would have his chap* 
lain ?• for he was a diflentcr. * No,' fays 
J$ucks^ * thofe fellows always made me fick 
N 4 with 



^kh^ftefrwWncmtna caht/;/ThcHukc^of 
^eejijhifyitfiking it >for grtntcd he vmufl; 
be of feme religion or other^ .then fuppofed 
undoubtedly icnjuft be thte catholic, and 
told him, * there was a rpopifh lord in the 
neighbourhood/ named him, and alkcd, 

* if he IhoUld hot fend for his prieft ?• 

♦ No,' fays he, * thofc rafcals eat God ; but 
if you know of any fct of fellows that eat 
the devil, I fhould be obliged to you if you 
would fend for one of them/' Dr. Tancred 
Rohinfon. All of a piece ! fo ended 

That lifi •ffhafur$^ and that foul of nvbim. 

Pope, Ef. Uh jo6; 

Which reminds me of another ftbry I 
heard profeflbr Halley tt[\ Mr. I'renchard^ 
at the Gnctan coffee houfe, when I .was ^ 
boy, of *♦ a proteftant gentleman,, who, 
being in company with feveral zealous 
iJ<>iWii«.catholics, and quite tired with their 
faints miracles, and other ftufF they had 
got upon, was fallen faft afleep j when one 
of them, giving an account * how Cbrtfi 
came in at a window, where fome of their 
people were at mafs, in the form of a dove, 
and was feen apparently to flutter about the 
room for foihc time, and then ficw out 

again / 



( r65 ) 

i^n.)*:* iitt ' dozing iproteftaitti /raUbig lap 
Kis ihesd, faid, * he knew vAiAt he did.^ 
• What do.youmcan by that, fir ?• faid thcjr; 
^ Becaufe he knew, if he had ftayed> they 
would have eaten him." 

Mankind have, at all times, and in all 
places, as it were, (hewn away in this affair 
of religion. Here they have been ^mpous 
in their talent of nonfenfe, and made a pa- 
rade of their whole powers of folly. This 
has been their weak fide, but dill boafted 
with (late and fplcndor, as generally all 
weak fides are. This is their or>e point of fo 
far the greateft importance, that it is, ini 
deed, in cOmparifon of all others, of the 
only importance; the reft being merely 
temporary, this eternal ! The others but as 
the clouds that pafs without the Jeaft foot- 
fteps remaining; and this the firmament it« 
fclf, built upon its everlafting pillars ! Yet!, 
in all the reft, they are curious and inqui- 
fitive. This they are ever ready to take 
on truft, at the firft word, from every one 
who will but give themfelves the trouble to 
deceive them* Cautious in this only, not 
to believe them dire^ly from themfelves in 

the 
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the thing itfelf, but thejr will honeftly takd^ 
their own words, however interefted, that 
what they tell (hem is from heaven* 



XL; 

WUJbJl diiidi mUnw d^Hm iifagru f 

Pope, Eflay oi| Mmi 



^MjuMtithift. Hor, 



^ TVT^^^^^ CALAVRESE, an ItartM 
X^ painter and architeft, confiderable 
in his profeiTion, and a worthy man, had 
married a young lady of Jfcoli^ where he 
always dwelt, of great beauty, with whom 
he lived in extreme concord and happinefs % 
but troubles rifing in that city, (which was 
fplit into parties in the time of pope Paul 
III) he was forced to fly, and his beloved 
wife with him. They were purfued by 
their enemies, who, it appeared, were more 
fo for love of* her, than any confideration 
of party ; which when flie perceived, and 
there fecmed no likelihood of efcaping, (he 
took a generous, relblution; (perhaps more 
generous than Lucrefia*$ after-game, which 

was 
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«^as rather like /hutting the ftable idooi^ 
jifter the fteed was ftolen.) . This beautiful 
jcreature, finding the play was for her ho- 
nour, and her bulband's life, confulted 
both, by throwing hcrfelf headlong from a 
^cep bank into a river that was in their 
way, and would have ftppped them till the 
perfecutor came up, and was there drown- 
ed, to the cndlefs regret of her hulband, 
who lived the reft of his days in forrow^ 
and the difappointment of her ruffian, who 
no longer troubled himfelf with the purfuit, 
but returned with his followers." Sandraart 
^cademuSy p. 133, 4. Vafari^vU.diM.Calavrefi 

For the reft, however, as to Lucretia and 
this modern victim of conjugal chaftity, 
the degree of their merit is perhaps the 
fame, the kind is very different. This fa- 
crificed her life to her chaftity ; that, her 
chaftity to her fame. She could have fa-^ 
ved her honour, if, with her life, Ihe had . 
given up her reputation ; but then the vir- 
tuous wife of Jfcali was not reduced to the 
horrid dilemma of Lucretia ; fo that one 
went down a pure viftim to virtue alone ; 
the other a polluted one to calumny ; like 

the 
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the ehildxtn of the Jmrites^' timngh^rt 
and fmokcy to Moloch 

: Hyy tdk the following (boiy of a barbae 
nan woman, whofc virtue had no draw*** 
back, and was another Judith^ fo far as 
it depended on her. 

** When the conful Cn. Manltus made war 
^gainft the pofterity of thofe Gauls who had 
invaded Greece under BrennuSy Chiomara^ the 
wife of Ortiagoiiy king of the TeSfofagif, a 

,- beautiful young princefs, was taken prii- 
foncr. The officer intp whofe care Ihe, 
with other captives, was committed, fought, 
by all arts, to corrupt her virtue; but 
not being able to fucceed, he forced hert 
and then, to pacify her, propofed to give 
her her liberty, for a certain fum of money 
flic was privately to obtain of her hufband, 
who was to fend the fum ftipulated by two 
perfons . only, to prevent fufpicion, and 
^ he himfelf was to meet them at a place ap- 
pointed to deliver her up. All this was 
performed accordingly ; but as he was ta- 
king his leave of her, flie had given them a 
private intimation to murder him, wh'ch 

. they did j • and cutting off his head, gave 

it 



it to. hcfi J iwrhoi wrapping it in.liir nbej 
carried it tahcr hu(band ; and, picfenting it 
to him, faid, * that there was now no maii 
living but himfelf who had pofleffed her • 
pcrfon." IJvy3Sf24* PAr/^r^* fays,, that 
*• Polyhiusy a long time after this, converfcd 
with her at Sardis^, and found her fcnfe and 
behaviour entirely anfwerableto her virtue.*" 

" There is a place in Spain^ in the king- 
dom ofGranaJay which has its name from an 
occafion like that of the beautiful and virtu- 
ous wife of -rl^r^/f. The king of Grjiwid, in 
his wars with the Chrijlians^ had taken, apiong 
other prifoners, a young gentleman of fo 
amiable an air and behaviour, and fuch en« 
tertaining wit, that he not only gave him 
his liberty, but made a friend and compa-^ 
nion of him ; but the confequince of thb 
was, that an accident happened which was 
very natural. The king's daughter fell in 
love with him, agreed to be baptized, an^ 
married him at the firft Cbriftian place of 
fecurity they (hould come to, and went off 
with him. But they were purfued, and over-^* 
taken ; on which, wrapping tliemfelves ia 

• See the fame ftory told by Plutarch^ Firtui tflF^r* 
men, #x. 2Z. 

one 
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pne another*s ftrms, thcf flung thethfelves 
down togethei' from a precipicC) and) at 
leaft^ died together. The place is ftill cali 
led Penna de hs EnamoradoSj the Lovers 
Rock^ and a crofs fet on the vety fpot 
on which they laft ftood/* Udal op Rhyi 
Tour through Spain and Portugal^ p. 164. 



XLI. / 

• ' / 

ilitim» tm nmUtmftmpir tuptmuf^Mi lugaia* 



* Fix erideri fojli 



^amjihi nonfi amicus. ■ ■ 
* * ' HoR«SAT»I.ii» I9« 

•< TT^RANCIS I. of France otict having 
J? fate a good while in a thoughtful 
pofture, with his elbow on the table, and 
leaning his head on his wrift, fomebody 
afked what it was made his majefty fo pen- 
five? He took no notice for fome time, 
but at laft, ftarting up, he cried, * We kings 
are a parcel of rafCals,' and fo walked oS.*\ 

" The 
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.\ «« The kings of Arem in the Eafi-InJia 
feem to be of. the fame mind i for as, ac^ 
cording to Tavemier^ thcfc idolaters are per- 
fuadcd, that, after their death here, they 
Ihall revive in another world, where the 
good fliall enjoy all forts of blifs, without 
any care of thiir own, from the mere free 
bounty of God, who will provide all things 
for their plcafure, in recompence of their 
well-fpent lives ; but that the bad fhall fuf- 
fer great wants and miferies % which Ihall 
however be, in fome meafure, relieved by 
what they can get to carry out of this world 
with them ; in confequence of this doftrine^* 
the great bufinefs of their lives is, to build 
themfelves large chapels in their royal pa*' 
god, and therein a monument ; all which^' 
. and great cellars underground, they are per- 
petually cramming with gold and filver, and 
all forts of fine houihold furniture, with 
thofe gold and filver idols, that they had 
had the moft veneration for in their lives, 
befides an elephant, twelve camels, fix hor-^ 
fes, and a pack of hounds, that are buried 
alive at their funeral, for the fame purpofe.'* 
—Not to mention the friends and miftreflcs 
they had been particularly fond of, who 
were obliged to poifon themfelves, that they 

, might 
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imgEc'dtocfbl:;^ go,, and know;. ^ whitrciDltn* 
Risnds^thej had for them;?*' ; T^wernien r . ..1 



•".:) 



* I . fuppofci it was on the fame foot;' that ^ 
among the Huns^ ** the people of quality 
picked out a certain number^ 20 or more^ 
of their chief favourites', with whom they 
made allthings^ in common ; but, whcnevcif 
they fhould happen* to die, all thcfe wcni 
to. be buriedi alive with^ them/' Proccpiusi 
PtrfianPFary u ^^' - > ■ : . ^ 

'*.',: •. •■..■:.' •• -i; 

Thefe people do, as the world generally 
does in tlieir whole conduft; employ ten 
times! mote pains and. talents to do wrongs 
wiUi) great inconvenience and bad confer 
qucnces ta themfclves, than.it would co(% 
them to do the thing that is right, and by 
far the mod obvious and natural, and witli^ 
evident convenience and advantage; nay, 
and thefe too,, fecure and unenvied ; yet all 
this is don& on a finccre motive of felf-Iove ! 
The cafe is, they are cheated by every pre* 
fcnt appearance, and are the ever- ready 
dupes of the next hour. One would think 
it would be the moft likely (but that expe* 
rience Ihews,.that nothing: is fo unlikely to 
happen as. the. thing we think moft likely)* 

that 



that thefe kings, inflead of the mortal pains 
they take all their lives to fecurc a mean.- 
and precarious fubfiftence, and, at the beltt 
that could not laft long, though defigned 
for all eternity, would alone have taken t^e . 
plain and fimpleft way of fecuring an inex* 
hauflrible fund of all they could defire, to 
enjoy for the, whole endlcfs courfe of their 
exiftence. This choipc feem?d to meet them- 
fiill in their path, and to cover and take up 
the whole way, fo that it was almoft im« 
poflible to flip by it, into any little narrow 
dark dirty alley; yet they alldidjtj and 
we all do it perpetually, mofl: of us all 
our lives, but all in various occurrences of 
them. All ** felling our birthright fpr a 
mefs of pottj^e/* 

Perhaps Rochefaucault is right, that " felP.* 
Jove, as well, or ill, underftbod, produces all 
the virtues or vices," and with them the 
happinefs and misfortunes of life. . How 
many fellows, that end their lives 2xTjhurn^ 
might have lived plentifully iand with repu- 
tation, on half the induftry and talents that 
they have employed to bring them to the 
gallows! 

O Men 



. i/ltn, have been for the molt part per* 
Terfe and wicked^ in proportion to their 
powers I and when Don S^evedo wondered 
he faw no kings in hell % the Devil bade 
him ^ look down a (linking well/ that he' 
brought him to % * why/ faid he^ holding his 
nofe, ♦ I think here arc but few/ * I don't 
know what you call few/ laid the Devil, 
/ J am Aire there are all/* 



XLIL 

D$Ju9nim frttip/ui mpur. 

Ho%. Oos in. 6. s»; 

Vtm»aiffirmifi^ uf m9h mitefitri f^Jftt. 

Hor.Emit.LL 39« 

*• /i Certain great niiinifter faid of the peo* 
JLJL pie he had to do with, that ^ there 
was not one, how patriot foever he might 
fcem, of whom he did not know.the price/' I 
fuppole the fame may be faid of mankind in . 
general, and that Sir Robert did not juft 
happen upon the only relenting fet of men 
in the world. The true upright man i) he 
;who has not had a load great enough laid 

upon 
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upon him to make him ftx)op. ^ A duke of 
Orleans f who was a little mad^ in <me of his 
freaks came in to the queen (as they were ' 
taking to pieces a few reputations of the 
court, for want of other difcourfc) and aflced 
^erfcrioufly, * whether Ihe thought there'' 
was nothing in the world could be found 
out that would induce her herfclf to do' the 
fame trick ?' * Lord, your highncfs, what 
do you mean ?' * What not your own image ^ 
at full Icngth-^at full length ! mtidam, in 
folid gold ?• * No, nor yours together/— 

* What not the fincfl: drefs that ever woman 
wore ; not that, for inftance, in which Ck^ 
opatra firft met Antony V * Pugh, I have as, 
fine myfelf as that could be/ * What not 
for a diamond as big as a coach-wheel ?* 

* Why, my lord, there, is no fuch in the 
world.* * Zounds,' cried the duke, Vwhat a 
whore have I loft for want of a diamond as 

* big as a coach-wheel !** Jyt^jatbtr. 

** In a part of the Eafi^InMes^*' Montaigne 
fays, ^ where however chaftity is of Angu- 
lar reputation,' yet cuftom permitted a mar- 
ricd woman to proftitute herfcif to any one . 
wlio prcfcnted lier with an elephant, and 
Ox ' * that 



• that wltH glbrjr tooy to have been valued at 
ib high a rate/* Montaigne III., 5, i 

«« P^rf^^** hcrfelf, fkys Horace^ « was 
^chaftcy becaufe her lovers did not oflTer 
enough, nor went the right way to work/' 

Fenit emm mapntm doMandi parea jwventus^ . 
Xu iataum Feneru^ quantum ftudhfa cuUua. 

Por* Sat. II, 5. 79,' 8o« 
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ill I fatamnjui Uvavit b0M9ri9 

.. « Ovid. Mit.III.4« 

fUMiJf nf^mif mvir iefirtt ut^ iiiier in 9wr fr^/^tf 
^radver/kj. 

w TT'was with great difficulty, and much . 
JL management, that Mr. Nelfonf and 
the others in friendlhip with thofe in the . 
aflaffination-plot, kept Sir J. Fenwick from 
fqueaking, and making difcoveries ; but at 
. length they bethought themfclves of mak- 
ing intereft to get him beheaded inftead of » 
;;-v-Jiangedi and that did it; fecurcd him and , 
■*» * them I 



thttn; (but Very differently) It was fo uh-^ 
like a ^gentleman/to fwing, that he could 
not bear the thoughts of it^ but he was 
quite proud of being beheaded.*' Muclx 
the fame thing was faid'of Mr; Raf cliff im 
the laft rebellion. ' . • 



VAnity, like a Proteus^ appears in a thou^ 
fand different forms, but is ftill very' 
vanity. The emperor MaxtminuSf the fa* 
ther, would eat 60 pounds of meat in aday^* 
and drink, i^. quarts of wine ; and, the great 
booby (for he was eight fcQt and an half 
high, and had, proportionably with all the 
reft, a thumb To large, that his wife's brace* 
let juft fcrved him for a ring, as courage* 
ous a woman as her hufband was a man !) 
would fwcat three pints a day, which he 
would caufe to be coUefted into veflels, and 
flicw with oftcntation." JuL Capitol, vit. 4. 
** However, he was outdone by the caliph 
S'olimcnben Mdalmalick^ who, after having, 
breakfaftcd on three roaftcd lambs, fairly 
eaten for his own fliarc, would fit down to 
dinner, ia public, with credit ^to his fto^ 
' O 3 mach. 



mach, fo as to make out in the whole day 
a round hundred pounds of flcfli." D'Her^,^ 
- helot. 1^. 822. 

• •' A • friend of mine knew a gentleman 
who would drink on, as, long as one compa* 
ny after another woujd; without ever being 
afie^ed with the liquor; he would only re- 

• tire for a minute every quarter of an hour. 
It pafled through him, as through a pipe. 
He is fure he has known him difpofe of 20 
quarts while he has been in company."— 
When Q>rtftopber duke of Alhemark went 
governor to Jamatcaj in 1687, as he was 
a monflrous drinker himfclf, he carried 
over with him a couple of gentlemen, only 
for their Angular talent in that quality,— 

.» " Sir Hans Shane told this Q friend of mine, that 
thefc two had challenged one another one 
night to drink half-pint glafles by turns, as 
faft as they could well be given them 5 they 
had done fo for fome confiderable time, 
when he retired, (for he went over with the 
duke) but after about two hours he was caU 
led up : one was on the ground, dead to 
appearance, and as Sir Hans himfelf thought ; 

• • Mr. Pabnerp JtJj 44, 1748. || The fame. 

but 
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but bjr bleeding, and an oil vomit, he came 
to himfelf; and next day was able to rife and 
walk about^ but talked like a drunken man 
for three weeks, though otherwifc perfeftly 
recovered in appearance, and then died, al« 
moft fuddenly. The other, who was a pro- 
digious fat man, and of vaft perfpiration, re-, 
covered, and lived till 1715$ when he had 
a commiffion againft the rebels in Scotland^ 
and on fomc advantage gained by a partjr 
of theirs, when the reft of the king's troops 
ran away, he loft his life from his cxceffive 
fatnefs ; for his horfe being killed^ or fal- 
ling, he could not ftir, like Sir John Falftaff^ 
• three foot of uneven ground a foot,' and 
was killed when all tiie reft efcaped/' 

One can hardly conceive how it fhould 
ever come to be a thing to boaft of, that of 
being able to bear great quantities of drink, 
except that vanity, (which is never at a lofs) 
when it finds no other food, will, like luft, 
feed on garbage. . 
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' ' Cic. /ir» LiOAR. 

NOlfsCHIRVAN, or Cbofroes I. king ' 
of Perficy (in whofe reign Mahomet 
vfas born) was fo good^fvatured a prince^ 
that his people, by varying his name a very 
little, called him z foul preferved in honey. --^ 
** One of his officers having ofFcnded him 
he took away his pbft, and banilhed him, 
the court ; neverthelefs on a certain annual 
folemnity and feaft, he came again, and 
waited as ufual on the great men whom the 
king treated on that occafion, who all of 
courfe fuppofed that he was reinflated;^ and 
received him accordingly ; during the enter- 
tainment, he took an opportunity to make 
off with .a gold plate ; the king obfcrved it, 
but took no notice, and when afterwards it 
was miflcd by the proper officer, and great 
enquiry made after it, faid, * It was very 
well, aod that the perfon who had taken it 
would probably never reftore it, nor he who 
faw it taken difcover the thief/ The next 

year 



year the fame, officer returned to his poft lit ^ 
the fame manner (it looks as if their annual 
feafl was a fort of Saturnal^ where there was 
univerfai freedom, and all were in a manner 
on a level) and as he palled hear the king, his 
majefty reached over to his late officer, and 
whifpering, aflced * if the money he had fold, 
his gold plate for was quite gone ? and gave 
him joy of his new cloaths, which he fup* 
pofed were the laft of it/ * No/ fays he, lift- ' 
ing up his robe, * I had this fine veft befides/ 
The good king laughed at his aflurance, and 
faid, * people that will live, muft live,' and 
gave him his place again." D^Herbelot^ p. 
682. A jeft, luckily timed, according to 
the humour in which the great then happen 
to be, by which they are governed far more 
than by rcafon, which is too troublefome 
for them, is generally a much better fccurity 
to a poor man than the juftice of his caufe ; 
the fame king, in another mood, would have 
ordered him to be ballinadoed, or impaled 
alive, . , 

" Edward the Confejfor one day being laid 
down on his bed, one of his domeftics, 
who did not know he was in the room^ ftolc 
fome money out of a chefl he found open^ ' 

which 
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wWch the king let hinb cany off without 
faying a word. Quickly after the boy re* 
tui-ning to make a fecond attempt, the king 
called to him, without the leaft paflion, 
* Sirrah, you had beft be fatisfied with what 
yovi have got, for if my chamberlain comes 
and catches you, he'll not only take away 
all you have ftolen, but whip you fcverely/ 
The chamberlain coming in after the boy 
was gone, and miffing the money, fell into 
a great rage, but the king calmly faid to 
him, • Be contented, perhaps, the poor 
rogue who has it, wants it more than we 
do-, there is enough left for us." Rapin 
T. I. p. 137. A humane and reafonablc 
rcfledion ! 

^* Cardinal Mazarine had a glimpfe of a 
gentleman's taking out a bag of gold from 
a drawer, when he thought himfelf unob- 
fcrved, and after fome time was going off; 
when his eminence called him back, and 
told him, * he had fomcthing to fay to him i* 
and carrying him into another room, turned 
to him, and calmly letting him know he 
noted his theft, told him, that ' as he fup- 
pofed he might have fome prefent occafion 
for money, he was welcome to what he had 

got 



got, and that he would even double it,* 
which he immediately did, but bade him 
* never come into his prefence* again. I can 
pardon a friend/ faid the cardinal, * who 
has abufed me, but I cannot truft him/''— « 
Turkijb Spy^ V. III. L. 23. 

" Honcft Rowley faw a rafcal of a pick-' 
pocket, who had got into the drawing-room, 
drefled like a gentleman, on his birth-day, 
take a gold fnuff-box out of a man of qua* 
lity's pocket ; the rogue, catching the king's 
eye upon him, had the impudence to put 
his finger up to his nofe, and make him a 
fign, with a wink, to fay nothing : the king, 
with a like prefcnce of mind, took the hint, 
and enjoyed the earl's feeling about foon 
after in one pocket and another, and look- 
ing at all round him ; and then calling to 
him, faid, * You need not give yourfclf any 
niore trouble about it, my lord, your box is 
gone, and I own myfclf an accomplice ; J[ 
could not help it, I was made a confident.*^ 
My father. • - 
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;..; JmcMiiatt aliem iiii fecteia fiufonm* '' 

• . ? HoR. Er.I. 'i8. 77* 

\ f Ayf R- 1^*— Had killed a man vciy 
. X V A bafcly, and judge Dormer (whofc 
daughter or fitter, I think, he had married) 
went to king George 1. to petition for him % 
owning however that there was nothing to 

« be urged in alleviation of his crime; but 
that he hoped his majcftjr would (live him 
^and his family from the infamy his execui 
-tion would bring upon them. * So, Mn 
Juftice/ faid.the king, * what you propofe ; 
to.me is, that I Ihould transfer the infamy 
from you, and your family, to me and my 
faniily.*' Mr. Carter. 

' What occafioncd this ftory to be told, ' 
was a gentlcman*s having juft before mcn^ 
itioned fomething of it, when the fon of this 

man 



r man was prefent^ without knowing him i • 
' tut thie converfation was happily changpd ^ , 
by the prcfcncc of, mind of this fame, .who» > 
on Mr. P — ——•s going away, told him^ ' 
the rcafon of his having thus ftopped him 
fliort ; for which the gentleman heartily 
thanked him, ^nd faid withall, * itwaai . 
very proper a man fhould know which of i 
his friend's fathers had been hangpd/ 

/ The want of being attentive to fome fuch, 
, maxim as this, has often occafioned good- 
natured and wellf-bred men to put fome one . 
' perfon of the company, and with him all » 
. the reft in confequence, and himfelf, int<> ; 
the utmoft confufion. 



As to any particular family accidents, 
people can never be upon their guard, and 
they can happen but very rarely ; but na- 
tional refleftioni, or perfpnal deformities, 
jas they may almoft always affeft fome one 
of a large company, fo they are always un* 
juftandabfurd. 
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. 'tfji mnji I mm nofi/tif; €€nfuf$ mfp 
^Tii «pr won fault If I not nvifir hei 
Or that €§rfiB nnhitb tbejf ist malicif tiJl$ 
Or, i9n9CiMt, njmi h bearing welL 

Fath. Morn. Thttgitf, 2561 

CRiticifin oh our writings, and fcandal 
en our aftions, arc of great ufe, however 
unjuft; we fhould fink into indolence, and 
both our genius and virtue would at length 
ftagnate, if not excited and ruffled by oppo^ 
fition : It is true, this has difcouraged mid^ 
ling capacities, and ordinary worth; and 
has made one ceafe from producing, and the 
other has been deterred from the aftion his 
heart approved, by cenfure and calumny % 
but this has never been the cafe of extraor- 
dinary merit in either way •, it ftrengthens 
by the ftruggic that others force it upon, 
arid lias nothing to fear but from too much 
rcpofe; this it always wifhes, but either 
the noble emulation of equals, or the dafl:- 
«rd envy qf impotent fclf-love, will ever be 
pouring d6wn the naufeous, but falutary, 

draught. 
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draught. See Boileaup Ep. VIL45» &cl tnd 
Sat. IX. 230. 

^^ We fhould have both friiends and ene-; 
mies," fays Plutarch^ ** one to advifc ua ^ 
what is oiir duty, and the other to force us 
to do it.*' Plutarch^ Hoxv to improve by our • 
enemies. But I believe, if we muft have but' 
one, we had better have only enemies, be- . 
caufe thefe will ferve for both, 

*^ Tu^ king of Cbina^ had a Caho who 
never failed to tell him his faults with the 

. freedom of a friend^ whenever he commit- 
ted them, and in whatever company ; which, 
in time gave the king fuch a difguft to him^ 
that he determined to rid himfelf of fuclv 
an importunate counfellor at once, and. 

gave orders to take off his head. ^The 

queen-mother, being informed of it, in^ 
ftantly prefented herfelf to him in the habit: 

/ of a gaudy day, and gave him joy. • Joy !*' 
faid the king, ' of what ?• * Why,' faid ihe^ 
* my fon, of an event that has hardly ever 
happened to any inonarch upon earth ; it is 
being in poflcfTion of a fubjcft who has the 
courage to admonifh you of your faults % 
and. who, in that very quality, is the fineft 

courtier^ 



ebuitier, and 'moft artful flatterer \ fince 
he» by this boldnefs, infinuates, th^t he 
ierves a prince who has the virtue and 
greathefs of foul to bear it.'' Alvarez Hift. 
Cbina^ P. I. c. 24, p. X20. 

The Spanijb proverb fays \ « There is no 
better looking-glafs than an old friend ;•'*[ 
but, I believe, an old enemy, or a new one, 
is Hill a better ^ becaufe fuch has neither 
prejudice, nor complaifance, and does not 
even fo much as pretend to our gratitude 
for the important fcrviCes he does us, if we 
have but ourfelvcs the addrefs to receive 
them, by a little facrifice of our felf-love j 
nay offers an ample amends for this facri- 
fice, in the moft noble of all triumphs over 
himfclf, by giving us a power of compel- 
ling him to the flavilh drudgery of doing 
ilill more and more good to the man he 
more and more hates. 

** Arch-deacon Reeves^ of Norwich^ told 
Mr. Pittj that making a vifit once to 
archbifhop 7illef/on, he obferved in his li- 
brary one fhelf of books of various forms 

• No ay MeJ§reJ^eJ§, 

is 
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and fizes, all richly bound, ancf finely gilt 
and lettered \ (6 he aflced, * what extraor- 
dinary authors they were who were fo re- 
markably diftingui(hed by his grace ?'— — 
* Thofe, faid the archbifliop, • are my own 
{Dcrfonal friends % and, which is more, whom 
I have myfelf made fuch (for they meant 
to be my enemies) by the ufe I have made 
of thofc hints whir^ their malice hath fug- 
gelled to me, and tiv m which I have ri?- , 
ceived more profit than from the advice of 
my bed and mofi: cordial friends ; and therc« 
fore you fce I have rewardied them accord- 
i^gly.*'' Mr. Piif. 

* ** Vpop, a bundle of libefs found tinon^ his pa- 
pers after his death, he put no other infcription than 
this, * Thefe are libels, I pray God forgive the au- 
thors, I do." Dean Sbfrh€k*% fcrmoh at the TmfU^ 
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xLvm, 

|ior, Ep, II. I, 13. . 

A Celebrate^ work, that every one rcads^ 
is a terrible obftacle to the reccptioa 
of a new one, that is at all of the fame 
kind, or has any thing common with it. Pco» 
pie are ufed to the manner, and even found,, 
of Paradife Lofty and the Tailers and Sfeila- 
iorsy for inftance •, and every attempt at dan- 
gerous blank-verfe, or ofF-hand moral eflays, 
fets out with a fcornful prejudice againft the 
author's fclf-fufficicncy and fcrvility, two. 
qualities, which, together, make a ridicu- 
lous compofition ^ and has a hard and aU 
mod infupcrable ta(k, to make its way up- 
hill, in the very mouth and level of the 
cftabliflied reputation of fuch formidable 
works, which yet have probably paflcd the 
fame feverc probation before us. 

Befidcs 
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Befides ihc real merit, (which' fcvr pcr^ 
cejvc, and tbofe few are fenfible of the dif«»' 
ficulties, and are tlverefore candid) the va- 
nity of affecting to tafte thefe, a lazy indo- 
lence in acquiefcing with what we have 
been .ufed to, and the envy and malignity . 
^f unfocial fclf-loye, oppofe themfelves, and- 
far more violently than the former juft rea* • 
fon; and withal, pcople'$ prejudices and tafte? 
are in reality formed to relifli, and have made 
themfclves a certain habitude of the very 
faults and weakneflcs of over-bcaring worthy' 
Thofe who have been all their lives accufto- 
med to even the abfyrd found of mumpJimuSj 
cannot bring their tongues to fumpjimus. 
Nay, a work that has had a great vogue, and 
which is afterwards altered by the author 
himfclf, is generally thought, at firft, to be 
altered for the worfc •, as was the cafe with 
CarO/% Difpenfaiy. People had been fo ac-» 
cuftomed to read it over and over, and 
even to repeat whole paflagcs by heart of 
the firft edition, that their ear could not 
bear the change, and they thought it was 
their judgment. We now fee fairly, that 

cveiy edition was for the . better *. Old 

I 
* Mr. Pope told me fcimfelf, that ' tliere was liardly- 
^ iteration of the innumerable ones through ever/ , 
P 2 ' edidon^ 
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people who huve lived long ' in a fct of 
thinking expreflions, have acquired a cer- 
tain extemporary animofity agaii^fl: all new 
writers, as againfl: new fafhions. 

Not but that authors themfelvcs are 
frequently tired and jaded with overmuch 
thought and application to a firft work, and 
prefer a fecond that they have hurried up, 
as AElton did hh Paradifc Regained, and 
Tafo his fecond Jerufalem. 

We judge by imagination, prejudice, 
vogue, accidental temper, any thing, rather 
than by judgment itfelf ; though all ^rce 
for their own fclves in their judging by 
this ; it is for others to take all the reft. 

A reader of parts and a lively imagina* 
tion, will often difcover, in other men's 
writings, beauties of fcnfe and expreflion, 
that the authors never dreamed of*, and 
thefe that have merit enough to have once 
eftabliihed a reputation, will have as much 
fame crowd in upon them more than they 

> 

edition^ that was not for the bettlsr ; and that he took 
Dr. Garth to be , one of the few tnily judicipus authors,^ 

defcrvc, 
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defcrrc, as a quite new one» or who is uA^i 
der ftandard, though with good qualities^ 
will have lefs* 

The rtafon why moft authors of merit 
are a long time before they get an eftablifhed 
reputation, is people's timoroufnefs in de^ 
daring their opinions^ which is a fure 
proof of their want of an authentic teft ih 
themfelves of what is good and bad ; but . 
the very fame people will fpeak with all the 
pofitivenefs in the world of an author^ 
whole character is determined ; and are as 
proud of their fenfclefs judgments, now 
that they have the world to ftand by them^ 
as they were before afraid tp fpeak out* 
Yet they have acquired no new lights ; and> 
if they were brought to explain the motives 
of this approbation, they would appear to 
have no other, than the 'general one, and 
« none from the work itfelf. 

. When two or more commend fome great 
author with admiration and tranfport, do 
not imagine prefcntly, that they both, or 
all, praile and fee the fame beauties* No 
fuch thing : they muft have in them fome'* 
thing very like his genius^ that fee his 
P 3 thoughts 
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thoughts in the fame light he law and 
meant them ; they muft have themfelves a 
fample of that facrcd inftinft, that Jivitto' 
particulamaur^t^ which infpired the author 
himfelf ; elfe they admire often trifling 
beauties, or real defefts^ which if the au- 
thor meant as they underftartd, he would 
t)e an obfcure or a contemptible writer. We 
wonder to fee fo many good judges, and fo 
few good writers ; if wc were to fee upon 
,what they found their judgment, as we do 
their writings, we fhould fee there were as 
few of one as the other ; and, indeed, the 
very fame number, if all that judge were to 
write; for, be fure, whoever conceives 
well, will exprefs himfelf fo, and in exadt 
proportion to his conceptions ; ipf^ res ver- 
ba rapiunt. And when a man fays he has 
a clear idea of fomething, but cannot give 
you a clear ,idea of what he means, depend 
.upon it, he is confufed. 

• If thefe were to come to a free confe- 
rence, and explain themfelves on the beau« 
tics for which they admire the author, how 
they would ftare at one another, and def- 
pife.each other's wrong- headednefs, anddif- 
agrce about their feveral taftes, even people 

of 
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of fenfe aiid readingi For inftatice, that 
one book which is cvciy body's buiincfs^- 
how many different views and lights does 
every particular part of it appear in, to dif* 
ferent people ! ' 

Hie Uher ifi im fiti fU4trii/ua Jepnafa fvi/pte, 
Ei in f M fiferk dogmata quifqiujua* 

Written on the ipare leaf of a MS* bible* 

Let any one compare VoUatre^s tranfla-*^' 
tion of Hamlet\ foliloquy, {Voltaire^ Let. 
XVIII. p. 173,) and fee if that excellent. 
Writer admired precifcly the fame beauties 
that he admires. Vottaife alfo quotes with 
applaufe the archnefs of an epigram, that he 
found in high reputation when he was in 
England^ but he underftood the thing other- 
wife ; and, as he gives it, I fee no caufe 
to admire it. He quotes it thus : (it was 
made on Sir John VanlrugK ^ ^^ archi- 
teft as thick, and clumfy, as he was fprightly' 
in his writings,) 

Earth He light M him, fir ti 
laid manj a heaay had m tha. 

*yoltaire, £#/. XIX, p. l87f 

P4^ • Was 
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' Was tWs a reafon why earth Ihould Im * 
Bgbi on him? The epigram is, indeed^ 
.thus: 

Lie bia*vy §m him" earthy far hi 
Laid manj a btavj had 9n ibet. 

Here the for comes in with fome fcnfe ; 
but I cannot imagine what Voltaire admired 
in the other. 

As a reader of fplrit and tafte will often 
. difcover new and unintended beauties in a 
celebrated author, and of what he himfelf 
thinks plagiarifm he is really . the fair au* 
thor, and is only copying his own idea % 
To indifferent and affedtcd writers will imi- 
tate the defefts : 

Dicifil ixemplar vitiis imi/aiiie. 

Hot. £/• I. 19. 17,. 

. The reputation of the work is a trap. for 
them. ** How many^bad painters will this 
laji judgment of mine make !** faid Michael 
Jttjielo. There is a pretty ftory of this in 
the Menagiana. ** The famous Racan went 
one day to vifit Mademoifelle de Cournat^ 
who lived to fourfcore, without chufing 
4my other hulband thaxv her honour, en- 
riched 
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riched with th^ reading of books of wit: 
As they were intimate, fhe fhewed him 
fome epigrams fhe had made, and alked his 
opinion. Monfieur de Racan told her^ 

• they were good for nothing, as having 
no point/ * Oh,* fays Mademoifelle de 
Gournau ' you are not to look for a point in 

' thefe ; they are made after the manner of 
the Greek epigrams.* They went afterwards 
to dine together at a friend's, A very bad 
foup was ferved up ; Mademoifelle de Gour-^ 
Htf/ turned to Racan^znd, whifpercd, * a very 
infipid foup this !' Racan whifpered again» 

* a Greek foup, Mademoifelle.*' Menagiana^ 
p. 138. B(tfle^ art. Gournaiy G. Pafquier^ Let. 
V.II. 18. 
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DEMOSTHENES owned that hear- 
ing a poor woman who was carry- 
ing a pail of water, turn to another, as he 
paffed, and tell her, ^ that is the famous 

Detnofthenes^* 



limofibiniS^\ gave him a very Icnfiblc plci^ 
furc, ♦ Can any thing (fays Cicero) be vainer 
. and more pitiful than this ? and, yet, what 
a truly great man ! but (he continues to ob<^ 
fcrve) the cafe was, he had applied him- 
felf wholly to fpeak to others, and not with 
himfclf/* Qc. tufc. V. And Cicero, who 
makes this refle£kion, would have been (with 
all his philofophical felf-coiiverfations) as 
likely as any man ever was, to be delighted 
with overhearing fuch a whifper, and hug- 
ging himfelf, cry fofcly : 

* Puhbrum efi dlgiip mowflrari% W Jidirt 

Ui€ eft. JPer/.h 28* 

In all other things we are fatisfied with 
enough, or cloyed with too much; only 
ofpraife there is 'never too much, neVer 
enough ; vanity has ftomach and digeftion 
for all you can give, and more. He/e we 
are all beggars, and receive all, from all % 
and whatever they beftow upon us, we ftill 
cry, * for the love of God, a little more 1* 

•* When Pericles was on his death-bed, 
andjuft going to expire, his friends, who 
were in his chamber recapitulating all his 
great a&ions amongft themfelvcs, fuppofing 

him 
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him to be paft alt attention to what thejr 
faid, which wanted not the utmofl: effulion 
of praifcs ; yet he had not enough even in 
the mortifying (late he then was, for hd 
had liftened to the whole, and forprifed 
them, when riftng on his elbow, as he could, 
in that weak condition, he told them, ^ all 
they had faid was very well, but he won- 
dered they had forgot one thing, that dur- 
ing \m long adminiftration of the public, 
never any one citizen had put on mourning 
on his account/* It is true, the very va- 
nity in this cafe was an enhancement of 
his glory, Plut. Pericles^ p. 279. (II.) 

" And fo when Cimon^ at a banquet he 
gave his friends, heard them commend with , 
the higheft applaufes, (the applaufes of 
guefts!) fo many great aftions that he had 
performed, and let them go through the long 
lift of his atchievements, finding they had 
• done, he faid, that * for his part he owned 
there was nothing he more valued himfelf 
upon than for one thing, which was the 
ftratagem by which he had outwitted his 
allies in the Perjtan war/' Plutarch, Ctmon, 
p. 407. (IV.) 

• It 
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• It was not that CimoH or Periclls (wlidf^ 
boaft was otherwife truly noble) did indeed 
think thefe were the moft: praife- worthy of 
•all they had done, or could come in com'' 
petition with moft of thofe which thciJ* 
friends had praifcd, but they were fome* 
thing more. 

The above are great arid fcrioiis \ the fol* 
lowing is a ridiculous inftance of the fame 
'kind : 

** Gay read a copy of verfes he had made . 
on Sir Godfrey KneUer^ to hin\» in which, as 
he faid (for, I do not know how it happened, 
I never faw the verfes) he had puflied his 
flattery fo far, that he was all the while in 
great apprehenfion that Sir Godfrey would 
think himfclf bantered. When he had heard 
it through, he faid, in his foreign llyle and 
.accent, * Aye, Mr. Gay^ all what you have 
faid is very fine, and very true •, but you 
have forgpt one thing, my good friend, by 
G — , I fliould have been a general of an 
army ; for when I was at Venice^ there was a 
Girandole^ and all the Place St. Mark was 
in a fmoke of gunpowder, and I did like 
the fmell, Mr. Gay ; I Ihould have been a 
great general, Mr. Gay /'* 

The 
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The love of praifc being our one grear 
focial principle, a)s it makes us, in propor- 
tion, dependent on the good will of others, 
which we can only obtain by our beha- 
viour, providence has furnifhcd us with an 
almoft boundlefs (hare of a quality that is 
fo highly ufcful to us in every (late and 
condition, and in every occafion of life.—- 
And I believe, it will always hold, that 
whatever quality or paflions are univerfal, 
arealfo proportionably ufcful, whatever the 
firft appearance. It is plain we are fo. in 
Regard to our powers of knowledge, • 

■■ ■ An if it 9 fSiivelhrioifit 
ps fopuH miruijtt ■ 

And fo, vanity, which we ridicule and 
defpife in one another, becomes in the 
hands of providence, as accommodated to 
our fphere, a general inftrument of good to 
ourfelves, and all about us. 

Who knows whether our weakneffes, nay 
our vices, and our very misfortunes are not 
purely for our fervice, as here and now j 
and whether, upon nice and impartial exa«» 
mination, (the nqbleft and ufefullcft of all 

enquiries!) 
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enquiries!) wc fhould not even be able to 
penetrate, in fome competent degree, the 
yrifdoni and goodnefs of providence, even 
in thefe i and by degrees, dill comparing 
them with one another, and their events, 
find out the fecret purpofes of heaven, (fo 
far as they regard us, and which is all we 
truly want) and trace fome glimpfe of the^ 
ivays and paths of its goodnefs and pater- 
nal dealings with lis, in the things which 
we moft lament, both in ourfelves and 
others, in our own misfortunes, and other*4 
perverfenefs ! 

• To make a little eflay on the oppofi* 
tions, and difappointments of life^ 

, ** The chief argument that Cimcn ufed in 
his famous fpeech to the Jtbenians^ to per* 
fuade them to fupport the Lacedamonians in 
their uttermofl dillrefst when they were in- 
vaded all round by their enemies, immedi^ 
ately on an earthquake that had dcftroyed 
their whole city, and put all things into the 
lafl confufion (a juft and reafonable caufe 
to attack a country, fays Swift in Gulliver) 
was, that * they might have a rival in Greece^ 
who might ftill keep them in awe, and be as 

a 



( ao7 ) 

% tM-idle to keep their own mutinous infcM 
lenceand luxury, from their prefent fuc*; 
cedes and grandeur, within fome bounds, 
fo as not to do thcmfclves mifchief/* Plat. 
Cimon p. 427, (IV,) And this argument 
. weighed with that wife ftate, and carried the 

queflion for keeping Sparia on foot. 

* 

" When Cato tie Cenfor moft urged the. 
deftrufkion o{ Carthage^ ever ending all his; 
debates in the fenate, however foreign, with* 
this advice, as with the burden of a fong, 
the great Sctpio Nafica as conftantly oppofed 
it, declaring he was of opinion, that * Car--^ 
ibage fhould fland,' for the fame reafons (as 
Plutarch fuppgfes)" Plui. Cato Cenf. p. 473.. 
(III.) and accordingly when they, had no 
longer this curb, they drove on headlong^ 
to all manner of excefles, and became too. 
mucli for themfelves. 

Certainly the difappointnients that from 
time to time put fome ftop to, and check 
our career, however grievous they feem to 
us at prefent, are often found, on farther 
opening our profpeft afterwards, and when 
we are in a condition to think them over 
agreeably and mipartially, to have been for 

our 
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our advantage; and clear benefit in the end i 
as having hindered us from running our- 
ieives out of breath ; fo providence afts 
kindly by us, where we moft complain ; and 
ftill more kindly, in negle£fcing our (enfelefs 
jnurmurs, and going on to fcrve us, who* 
ther we will or no. Tantum bonorum atque 
€pum in me cumulafti^ ut nihil felicitati me^e 
iefit niji moderaiio ejus^ faid Seneca to Nero ; 
and fo the great may often, and perhaps 
commonly, fay to providence. 

I have learned (to fpeak in Af. Antmnus^% 
ftyle) to be entirely refigned,. or at lead that 
I fhould be fo, from a conftant reficftion oa 
this maxim (as I hold it for fure) that thefc 
three attributes, infinite goodnefs, infinite 
wifdom, and infinite power, united, mufl: 
have fo contrived, that what is bcft for the 
whole, is alfo bcft for every individual, (in 
the feveral places and degrees they were to be, 
to complete the infinitely perfedt order of the 
univerfc) that is to fay, that every thing is, 
in all fenfcs, beft, as being contrived by in- 
finite pcrfeftion; and not, as iri man^s 
bounded fiiculties, by one part's convenience 
to make amends for another's dcfedbs, fo as 
to be forced to chufe the Icaft of^tNVO evils, 

Si 



( ft09 ) 



S rnttmn h^ithtt htmimm^Jt dimfm mmt % 
Ariimt 'Oim^frmudem cunaafmies mgen. 

Si fr§piMsJ^eBest F§rtumatH mrbitraurumi 
' Ni/chquamdUatt li tamen ^ wdit. 

At ftmtmfi intnj^cias^ atfut tdiimm frims 
C§mii3at9 -iantMrn efi rtaw in larii Diui. . 



Uitliiix Partis iouJltiilim/aBuri^ 
'* ' Sbubc. de IitA^ lit. J« 

AN anccftor of lord Oxford^ ^2a cxe^ 
cuted for treafon^ and died not only 
with intrepklity, but chcarfulnefs. ** Do 
not imagine," faid my lord, •• it was thd 
good caufe he died fbr^ or his own religi- 
ous or philofophical refle£lion$, or even his 
natural conftancy. No, he was a merry 
fellow, and a man of wit and hunlour of. 
that time, fo had good fpirits •,** [no fmall 
matter, this fame conftitution, in what 
feeriis often force of reafon !] " but then he 
had a thing to fay; which, at that time, ' 
(king James Vs.) was exquifite •, and which, 
I make no doubt, (continued my lord) but 
the thoughts of, made death not only eafy to 
. him, but it is not improbable that he wai 
Q^ 'impatient 
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impatient for th6 time he was to come on 
the fcaffbld, to let off his conceit, and tell 
the people, • My friends and countrymen, 
I come here to fuffer for a plot plotted, but 
not aded ; and an aft afbed, but not plot* 
ted.** Lord Treafurer Oxford to my father. 

Do you think Mx^. Oldfield^s cares and 
management, in her lafl: hours, concerning 
the drefs of her corpfe, and having the la- 
ced head, and fine filks, pafs in review be- 
fore her at her bed's feet, to chufe the moft 
becoming, did not eafe and remove the, 
iiorrors of the circumftance itfelf, and of 
her particular cafe in refpeft to futurity, 
more than all that philofophy or religious 
confolations could have done for her turn 
and temper, or, perhaps, are ufed to do for 
the heroes themfelves of conftahcy and 
piety? 

We arc little people, and made for little 
things. Philofophy rather loads and en* 
cumbers us often in bur fmall concerns; 
inftead of curing our afHidions, as it pre- 
tends, generally ferves only to fhew them 
in a ftronger light ; and, inftead oi thinking 
item through^ (my dear father's exprcflion, 

who 
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who had virtue and abilities for it) an4 
probing them, we had better,'/for the moft 
part,, follow Jtlcibiades^% advice to Pericles^ 
concerning the public accounts^ of which 
he was puzzled to make out the ftate, for 
the people's paffing, ** only think as little 
of them as we can, and endeavour to avoid 
ftating them at all/' Plutarcb^Pericks^ ad Jim 

Believe nle, and if you. will not believe 
me, ejtamine yburfclf impartially, at Icaft, 
look all about you, and you will be con* 
vinccd, that • vanity, trifling; and nonfenfe 
fuit human nature, are more fitted to it^ 
and are more its true affair, than thofe fhi- 
hing qualities that we afTume, for gaudy 
days and ceremony, but that we are gene-- 
rally glad to unrobe and lay afide, when 
we do not fee company, and enjoy our little 
amufements (which we love at the bottom^ 
but do not care to own) with fnugnefs. 

Mrs. OUfield's expedient was fimple and- 
natural ; moft of theirs are only buttling 
refuges for their fears, and coaxing the ter- 

• Sec fQnUndWz DIahgutt of tbi Dead, Jifip and 

0^2 . tors 
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iort that Ihamc their former profelTionsi 
Plura de extrimis loqtti pars ignaviit eft % (TaCk 
fjift. IL) or often, juft like Mrs, OW>Afs, 
vanity of another kind, but more difguifed^ 
and therefore lefs generous ! 

: Now; is it to be wondered at, or grieved^ 
or any other way refcnted, that Mrs, O/r/- 
ffU^ St. Francisy and Seneca^ do not make 
the fame end of a life, which conftitution, 
accident, and circumftances have contri- 
buted to the fpending in fo different a man- 
ner ? Could fuch poflibly fee the fame thing 
in the fame light ? and could her prodigious 
jfpirits and wanton gaiety, and, as it were, 
overflow of temper, aft in the fame man- 
ner as the furly vanity and proud perfeve- 
rance of the one, and the calm refignatioa 
of the other ? It is not the thing itfclf, 
(that is almoil: the lead to be conlidered, or, 
at mod, but half/ but as it is received, and 
it is received according to the veffeL 



Fitlu^ vat ijjicifri ip/unif 



Omnia fue ilUmt ^iti§ twrumpler intuit 

LutnU VI. i6* 

: VIThat we have to do then is, to take care 
to keep, or put^ this veiTcl in order. Let 

vs 



uft begin i this U half i let lis have reroliu: 
tion to fearch And fcour^ arid not be a(ha»* 
pied to own it wants it. But what fhall we 
fay of thofe, who perhaps do not, or can- 
not, fee that their veflel is not in order ? 
And if they think it is, and you think it is 
not, who Ihall be the judge and decider 
which is in the right ? You, certainly, are 
not likely to fee fo far into it as the owner; 
but then, on the other fide, it is the owner's 
own, and he is partial. We can only judge 
by appearances, and feeming •, and, there* 
fore, ought to judgp with candour and dif- 
fidence. We arc perpcitually confidering 
things as in their properties, (which, by 
the way, is no other than the view in which 
they appear to us; the fame have quite 
other properties in another view, fuch as 
another fees them in,) whereas, indeed, they, 
with all their buflle of properties, qualities, 
and accidents, are merely relative, and a:^ 
we ourfclves make them, by our reception. 
Whatever their own qualities, the imprefllon 
they make on us^ is in proportion to ours ; 
or is rather a mechanical combination of 
their own, and thofe they meet with in us; 
See only what work thofe, whofe profcfllon 
has been to determine the properties of 
C^3 things. 
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things, have made of it. In what one Tin- 
gle property of what' one thing have thcjr 
agreed ? Have they come yet to an iflue, 
what is happincfs, and what virtue ? Points 
in which we are moft of all, and in fine, 
totally concerned ! Plato fees thefe propo- 
fitions in one light, Zeno in another, Epi- 
curus in another. Thefe, and more, differ 
from centre to circumference \ all in part, 
and fubdivide their fevcral degrees of re- 
ception; but all alike furc to be in the 
right •, in this only agreeing, where almoft 
all muft neccflarily err. Except we will 
fay, that providence hath been all-bountc- 
ous, and hath given every one, for himfelf, 
(with due relation to fociety) his proper 
(liare •, and that, however wrong they may 
te, in refped to the eflential and conftitu- 
tiyc properties of things, ^if thefe have, in- 
deed, any .fixed and pofitive qualities in- 
dependent of the immediate happinefs of, and 
relation- to, the beings they concern) they 
arc equally right in refpcft of thcmfclvcs, 
and their own proper fatisfaAion, which is 
all they want ; and a more acute and keen 
infight, a more accurate knowledge, would 
pnly hurt their powers of enjoyment, and 
be too much fqr them. And thus, it will 

appear 
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father, * but this was that poor creature's 
alL, perhaps, who may ftarve, or break her 
heart/ * Ah ! my good friend, you are not 
ufcd to thefe courts.**. 



LII. 

Imwriamfacikfaii^t fammlUm ui/st. 

WHEN I firft heard that famous joke . 
which was faid to be lord Chtfter^ 
fild^s^ and even in a debate in the houfe, 
turning to the lord next to him, that " he 
could put them in a way to be never more 
in fear of the Pretender's fucceeding to the 
crown, viz. by making him elcftor of /fo- 
nover, for that we ftiould be fure never to 
fend for any body over from thence again ;•* 
I faid, that " though I thought it had a$ 
much wit as any hon tnot I had ever heard, 
yet, I believed, that nobleman had more 
wit than to fay it/* 

A piece of mere wit is dearly paid for, 
when it is paid for at all s and it is very 
common for the laugh to change fides* 

• Wit 
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. "Wit is a fort of a two-edged fword, which 
has withal fo (hort a handle, that it mufl: 
be taken hold of with more caution than 
generally falls to the fhare of that quality, 
to hinder it from cutting and mangling the 
hand, and often with fuch a gafh, as will 
leave a fear after it is healed, if it ever is. 



LIII. 

Uerces. Hot, O. III. j. 95* 

ST, John Jfipomuceni is defervedly ranke4^ 
among the greatefl: heroes of faincfhip, 
by His countrymen, (and probably his coun- 
trywomen, who never yield to us in piety 
and holy credulity, are not ungrateful for 
his conllancy and fortitude in their caufe.) 
This martyr for female fccrets pcrfifted in 
his generous refolution to fuffer death, ra* 
ther than reveal to the king of Bohemia the 
confefllon that the queen had made to him, 
as her ghoftly father ; (one may pretty well 
guefs at the fubjedt in which the king fuf* 
pefied himfelf to be fo nearly concerned) and 
accordingly he was thrown headlong from 

the 
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the great ftone l^ridge over the MMaw^ 
that divides the old and new Prague^ \ and^ 
doubtlefs^ the good queen was very glad to 
fee her champion's laft heels well covered 
with the tide. . This new faint's ftatue is 
fet up on this bridge, as it is in every pub* 
lie place and fquare all over the kingdom, 
and throughout Germany^ particularly on 
every bridge in Vienna % a glorious reward 
and grateful return for a merit fo important 
to the ladies I Cbijhull^ p. 137* 

The infcription on the bridge; at Prague^ 
IS as follows: fiivo Joanni Nepomuceno an. 
13839 ^^ ^^^^ ponte dejeSto^ erexit Matthias 
L, B. de fVunefwitz^ an. 1683. 

*^ Such a pollhumous fame is what the • 
great'prince of Orange thought it well worth 
even the animal's parting with this empty 
life for, fince he kindly killed feven pid- 
gcons, who had been of moft important 
fcrvice to him, as carriers, in the famous ^ 
ficge of Leyden, in order to embalm and 
prefcrve them^ in the town-houfe, as a per- 

* He does not fcem to have been provided with Pa^ 
fyrlut^i ipeci/lc for keeping a fecrct. 

petual 
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jpetuai memorial to pofterity of their ufeful 
icrvicet.** Straia. And accordingly they 
Have had the pleafure of being feen by me, 
luid many more there* 

Probably the poor pidgeons, (whofe ma-' 
terial fouls had lefs fublimity and delicacy 
of fentiment) if they had been left to their 
own choice, would have even lived out their 
time, and left jpofterity to admire them or 
not, a3 they fhould find convenient* 



LIV. 

HU mmrh fid firmimai in viHaif tS intitrit in vifctri^ 
hu^ na inviteratns ivilU fottjtt nomen eft amor it ia. 

Cic. Tvic. IV, z. 



■I Om mmftir^fajpM in thi hrtaft^ 

LUe Anion*sJhfiMtp /wallows nf ihi reft. 



u 



LARKHAM,the apothecary, of /2/Vi&* 
mouJy told Mr. Henry Floyd^ that 
his patient, Mr. Watjon^ a man of a very 
large fortune, and uncle to lord Rockingbantf 
jufl: before he died, defired him to give him 
a fliirt out of a drawer he pointed to. 

* Lord, 



( "t ) 

« Lord, Sir/ faid Larkham^ ^ tirhat do you 
mean, to chink of putting on another (hire 
now ?• • Why/ faid Watfon^ • I underftand 
it is the cuftom for the ihirt I have on to 
be the perquifite of thofe who (hall lay me 
out, and that is an old ragged one, and 
good enough for them/'. 

I remember Mr. Pcp^% repeating to my 
father and me, in his library at Twickenham^ 
four verfes, deligned for his epiftle on Riches^ 
which were an exquifite ** defcription of an 
old lady dying, and jufl: raifing herfelf up» 
and blowing out a little end of a candle 
that ftood by her bed fide, with her laft- 
breath.*' [Thefe verfes arc not in the prin- 
ted edition.] 



f • A Queen of Syria^ having learned froni 
Jl\ her aftrologers, that a fon fhould 
be born to Ahdalla^ (Mabomef% father after- 
wards) who fhould conquer the greateft part 
of the world, wrote to him, to defire Ihc 
might be her part/i JyUirUkt. 

t' Ther<| 



'^ There was a good old lady here, a few 

jurs ago^ who had a vifion^ that a Ton 

ould come of her body, who fhould put 

final end to the power of Satan upon 

ifth ; and (he fent to the bifhop of London^ 

Gibfon) to offer him the refufal of a half 

liare; but he would not club his part/* 

Mj father. 
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MOSES having obliged the childreil 
of Jfrael to fwallpw the idol they ^ 
had worfhipped, reduced to powder, and 
thrown into the water, brings to my 
remembrance a cavalier phyfician, who 
made his puritan patient, who had been 
forced to fend for him in a ftubborn 
bloody flux, drink up the Common-Prayer^ 
Bookj boiled to a pulp, which he had found 
torn to pieces, and fcattered about the' 
hall, as he came in ; fwearing he would not 
prefcribe for him, 'till he had done fo; 
when, indeed, he would otherwife have pre- 
fcribed him boiled paper.** My father. 

LVII. IS 
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IS it to be wondered at, that authors of all] 
times fhould be interpolated, and other«-^ 
wife corrupted I when the Bible itfclf, pub-^' 
liftxed at Paris^ ^S3^^ (^ French tranflation) 
by authority and the cxprefs order of the 
king, (Cbarks VIII.) fliould have two fuch 
ftrangc texts as thefe, without the leaft co- 
lour from tlie original, foifled into one 
chaper (xxxii Exod.) in relation to the gol- 
den calf! One of them that ** the dull of 
the golden calf, which Mo/es burnt, and 
ground, and ftrewed upon the water, o^ 
which he obliged the children of Ifrael to 
drink, foaked into the beards of thofe of 
them who had really worfhipped it, and* 
gilded them, which remained upon them a' 
fpccial mark of thctr idolatry/* The other^' 
that " the children of Ifrael fpate upon Hur^ 
who had rcfufed to make them Gods, in 
fuch abundance, that they ftifled him with 
their flavcr.'* 

If the firft of thefe texts were genuine, it 
would account for the horrible apoftacy of 

Judas 
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juias Jfcarictf 'as being defcended from a 
family that promifed no better ; fmce it is 
probable^ that the fame reproachful mark 
would continue to iligmatife the race down- 
wards, as a fign hung out to avoid the 
bearer ; Cave canem. It was fome fuch Jezv^ 
probably, turned heathen, of and to whom 
Martial ipeaks, in his time : 

Lift-^handid^ hettU hrtw^d^ and bead §nfriS 
Sir, i/joM*ri bomfi^ jot^re a iur/sd Har* 

LVIIL 

^ m/eit dijjimularit nefdt viverf. 

HYpocrify may fometimes become a 
virtue, but is certainly an ugly one, 
for it is always of vice*s making ; a vicious 
man owes the good and virtuous the refped 
of not becoming an example of vice to 
them, if he no longer etteems himfelf wor- 
thy of keeping up the Ihadow, at leaft, of 
character, upon his own account. There 
is a certain decency in regard to the world, 
that the world expcfts ; and, if refufcd, will 
always know how to chaftife the delinquent, 
who fliall have the bad courage to dare its 
fcfentment. Let not a jakes overflow. 

" When 
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*^ When parfon Ford^ an infamous fellow, 
but of much oflT-hand and converfation ^\t^ 
befought lord Cbejlerfield to cany him over 
with him as his chaplain^ when he went 
ambaflfador to Holland \ he faid to him, * I 
would certainly take you, if you had one 
vice more than you already have/ * My 
lord,' faid Ford^ * I thought I fhould never 
be reproached for my deficiency that way.* 
• True/ replied the earl, * but if you had 
ftill one more, almoft worfe than all the 
reft put together, it would hinder thefe 
from giving fcandal/'* 

** The author of the life of Don John of 
Aufiria^ printed at Amfierdam 1690, fays, 
** This good prince would never avow his 
amour with Donna Mendoza^ nor own the 
daughter he had by her, becaufe he was 
perfuaded, that the openly profefling one 
crime, was committing another/* £ayU^ in 
bis ariicUy remark H. 

[•In pcrfcd conformity to this opinion, his lordlhijp, 
in his letters, has t&ken the utmoil care to arm his (oa 
with this adamantiiie fhield of all the other vices.] 
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Mlith nfima mihi I mbl^ Pimpkilit nflua fufirfimt % 
Fh mage fu$d flaaat mittiriT mUtefitm. 

' ' . Anc. PoilTJANf 

Ton find mi meat and drink ; nnitb thefi Pm hnrft ; 
When next yon findt Oh ! bnngerfind, and tBirft. 

NUMBERS of people have more of the 
gifts of fortune than they know what 
to do with; and I do not know whether 
there are not more, in proportion, who fuf- 
fer from abundance than from want ; there 
requires a degree of rightnefs of mind, a cer- 
tain kind of genius, fuited to the enjoying 
an ample fortune,* which is, as it were, 
clogged with fuperfluity ; that is, to the real 
cnjpying it, with propriety and a due dif- 
pofal of its parts, fo as to ufte it all, and 
not be at all oppreffed by it ; which per- 
haps is' as rare as that which I heard earl 
Stanhope fay of the duke of Marlborough \ that 
*' he fought an army of an hundred thou- 
fand men, againft an equal number of the 
French^ and fo difpofed the whole, as to 

^ Such a gentleman fcems to have been L. Therins 
Balhf, in Ck. de Fini(f% II* and Pctreniut. 

employ 
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employ every company.'* Accordingly wc 
perpetually fee, by experience, that either 
the pafTions, having a conftant fatisfaAion, 
overiet the conftitution j or, for want of 
fuch to gratify, the fortune becomes a load 
and reproach. And yet moft people, efpe- 
cially the laft, are their whole lives confi- 
dcring how to get more of what they have 
already too much, like princes, who are 
ever intent on new conqucfts, but never 
once think of governing well what they 
have. M regni adminiftrationem cum accejfif- 
/»/, ftatim non de regendo^ fedde augendo regno 
copiavit. Jujlin, XXXVII. 3. de Mtbri^ 
date. 

" jtlexander wept becaufe there was noC' 
another world for him to conquer : Auguftut 
wondered, he could want to know • what . 
to do with his time, when he had this to 
adminifler, and make good laws for, and 
order with prudence and humanity, for the 
happinefs of mankind; and when he had 
ilill left on his hands, to endeavour to dou^ 
blc the number of thefe- by the arts of 
peace, the only way to make amends and 
. atone for the devallations he had made in • 
conquering them, inflead of thinning ano- 
' R a thcr 
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thcr. race ' in order to conquer that.** Plut 
ytpoib. Double your people, you blind 
brute ! inftead of doubling your country. 

So, in private life, there have been a 
thoufand who have known how to get a 
great eftate, to one who has known how 
' tofpend it ! 

Give me neither poverty nor riches ; feed me 
with food convenient for me. Prov. XXX. 8. 

It is not only fit that every man fhould 
have a check on him, and his aflions, for 
the fake of others, but as much for his own, 
•* Tiberius was not only a reafonable prince, 
but a much more happy man, before the 
death of Germanicus^ whicli took off all re- 
ftraint from him." Dion^ LVII. The fame 
is the cafe of numbers \ and occurs perpe- 
tually in private life, as well as in power 
(which is almoft conftantly found to be 
too much for mankind.) Few men are 
ftrong enough for their own paflions, which 
not only advife, but force; they want af- 
fiftance, though they hate to be affifted -, the 
bed and fureft afliltance b generally want 
itfclf. 

LX. 
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** npHERE is fome one firing in moft 
X men's pafTions^ more apt to jar than 
the others may be," fays the learned dofbor • 
Sktrij my godfather, a right honcft man, in 
a letter to my father. [July 27, 1700.] 

^* Sdon\f^x\&, and rigid virtue made him 
oppofe himfclf to the ufurpation oi Pijijlra' 
tus with vigour, and to the utmoft danger 
of his life, infomuch tha): his fripnds afkcd ' 
him, * What he could mean by fuch down- 
right rafhnefs; or what it was hp could 
truft to ?• * To my old age,' faid he •, mean- 
ing, that fuch dregs of life \yere no,t worth 
talcing much caujtipi} about.-r-Fincr far was 
that ot the prince oi Omnge {fVilltam III.) . 
when alnioft a boy-ftadtholdcr, he withftood - 
the dreadful French irruption in 1672 ; and 
the oppofite faftioh, and even Jiis friends 
aflced, * what he pretended to ?* • To defend 
my country,' faid he, • to the laft ditch, and 
R 3 dip 



die there.* — ^Yct this very old man (Solon) 
of fourfcore) the young Pifijlratus (who knew 
his popularity^ and the opinion the whole 
city had of his virtue^ and was therefore too 
wife to take him off) found the way to ap- 
peafe and cajole (as young OSfavius after- 
wards did ChcrOy and the duke of IVharton 

lordC — .^ and Sir Robert ^FalpoleSiv 

Jofeph Jehfl) by his extreme refpeft, and 
Ihcwing him all forts of benevolence and 
Iionour ; upon all important occafions a(k- 
ing his advice and counfcl ; fo that inftead of 
the odium and indignation his death would 
have loaded him with, he brought him by 
degrees to approve, and give liis fanflion to 
all his a<5tions 5 for Pi/ijlratus aflcfted a reli- 
gious oblervancc of the laws of Solon^ and 
obliged others to fubmit to them, and that 
|oo, by his own example •, for when a per- 
fon had the old republican courage to ac- 
cufe him of a crime, and cite him before 
the rigid court oi t\\(i Areopagus^ he came 
• (though he was abfolute mafter of all) and, 
^vith the modefl: reverence of a private man, 
prcfented himfclf to his country's determi- 
nation : but the accufcr did not appear." — 
J^lutarcb^ Solon^ p, 483. As probably he 

Jiad 
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had before taken eare to be pretty Tunc he 
would nott 

Augujius C^Jar did much the fame thing 
when he was emperor. Thefe little flrokes 
of policy ferve the purpofe with the mul* 
titude; the others, they know, fee through 
it', and they laugh on both fides, like Ciu 
to*s augurs.* ^ . 
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Yield tug fruit a/ltr bit h'lui, nfibtfi/tidis in it/el/n 

GsK.Lii. 

EVcry virtue and every vice, however cir- 
Cumftanced. in regard to us and bur 
apprehenfions, will, in the end, prove its 
own rewarder, or punifher, in its fure and 
ncceflary confequences, to vindicate the per- 
feftibn of all things (in their degrees) as the 
author is perfeft. We plainly can fee it is 
fb in innumerable inftances of common life, 
as well as in hiftory ; andfhall find it more 
and more fo, in proportion as we examine 

• Vitus illud Catonh admodum fcitum eft^ cui mirari 
Je aiebat^ quod non rideret Ijaru/fex^ hvruffUm cum 
vidijffit. Cic, Div, Z. 

R4 and 
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and look a little deeper, and niore inward 
into things, with the common juftice, in 
their regard, of divefting ourfelves of the 
prejudices of their firft appearances of hap- 
pinefs or mifery \ and taking in the whole 
circle of what even we can penetrate, here 
and now \ at lead enough to give us good 
grounds to infer more and more, and all.*— 
The fovcrcign juftice of thofe eternal laws^ 
that execute themlelves, feems to demand 
this. 

» 
In reading the hiftory of the great, how 
frequently does one find by the event, that 
it was a misfortune to them to have ob- 
tained the things they wifhcd, and which 
were the objedk of their ftrugglings, and 
• utmoft contention *, for as this was gene- 
rally more and more power, it only let them 
into new occcafions of fcheming what end- 
ed in their difadvantage, or deftruftion.— 
Their own power fomctimes became too 
ftrong for themfelves,and turned their heads, 
or raifed an oppoHtion of jealoufy that was 
too ftrong for them ; and the fame happens 
in proportion, juft the fame, in private life ; 
fmce, confidcring mankind's very (hort views 
forward, and their utter want of tlie means 

Qf 
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of judging with any tolerable degree of cer« 
taincy of future conting^nces (to them, for 
there are none fuch) and the conflant wrong 
bias of poor fclf-iove ; their power, riches, 
relations, intereft, their very health, become 
moft frequently a fnare to tbem. 

What an unhappy fuccefs was that to 
the Borgia family, the chafing Mexahder ' 
VI. for pope! which became fun, water, 
and air to the horrible qualities within him, 
that would have died, or but juft fprung 
up, if they had wanted nourilhment. 

Who would have thought, in Augufim^% 
time, that the * eternal empire** was in 300 
years to become chriftian, from an obfcure 
infant then born in a defpifed and hated 

. corner of the world ! and in 600 to be put 
to a final end, by a little Arabian ?iwt \ Yet 
nature and providence were working at the 

" root for this, from the very firft planting of 
this great politico-moral vegetable ; and the 
feeds were gradually ripening, 'till the fuU 
nefs of time,, when, while the emperor 
Heraclius was fitting contentedly amongft 
priefts and monks difputing ferioufly about 

^ Impnlum fine fnf dedu ' ■■ f7rf . 

tri- 
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trifling punctilios of dodrine and faith, Ma^ 
hornet^ at the head of a viftorious army, was 
making vaft ftrldes towards annihilating the 
Roman empire and power, and tearing the 
better half of the world from Chrillianity 
itfelf. 

This was, with a vengeance, * catching 
ac the Ihadow, and dropping the fubftance.* 



'LXII. 

9i mhiferpi qu4t 'vdi dicing ia quit non molt andiet. 

TiR. AwD. V. 4, 17; 

^ QOME Fnnch gentlemen, at fort St. 
O George^ were one day after dinner talk- 
ing away very uppiih, and, as ufual, puffing 
themfclves and their king ; which they had 
gone on with for an hour or two, without 
controul of our Englijh^ to whom they were 
guefls, when Pinfy^ a rich black merchant, 
very well known and knowing amongft us, 
only afked them, * You favy John duke of 
Marlborcugh ? Surely he havy beaty for you 
very well." Mr. Hugh CampkelL 

This 
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This is fomething like ** the converfatiofl 
between Hannibal and Scipio at Epbefus^ when 
the laft afking him, * Whom he judged to 
be the grcatefl: general that had ever been ?• 
He fai^, * Altxandcr: • Who the next ?• 

* Why/ faid he, « Pyrrhus^ doubtlcfs.* 

< Well/ faid Sc\p%o^ (probably thinking it 
was almoft time for himfelf to come in) 

* who may be the third, in your opinion ?* 

* Myfelf/ faid Hannibal. /But what if I 
had not beaty foryou ?* * Oh, then, Scipio* 
faid Hannibal^ * I had named myfelf the firft 
of all." Pluiarcb.Hamin. adfn.(lU.) 



XLIIL 

"AT ACHIN an elephant, carrying 
. jlJL fome burthen, pafled by the market- 
place, and feeing fome plantain fruit, of 
which they are very fond, took up a bunch 
with his trunk ; the feller catching him at 
it> gave him fome fevere Blows, and made 
him drop his prize.— As the elephant came 
back, obferving a great veflel full of water, 
he fucked it all up with his trunk, and 
fquirted it out into the feller's face -, and fa 

having 
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having embairafled him for a while» carried 
off the plantains in triumph, with the loud 
laughter and exclamation of all the by* 
ftanders, of whom my author was one."—- 
Mr. Hugh Camphdl. ^ 

XLIV. 

^ T ORD Stair had uncontrouled accefs 
JL/ to the duke of Orleans^ at all times ; 
on fome important occafion, probably, he 
came into his chamber when the duke was 
drunk, and in bed with Mademoifelle de 
UJle^ and the cardinal Dubois fitting by the 
bcd-fide. * You fee, my lord,* faid the re- 
gent, to him, * how France is governed, by 
a hougn (fivrogne^ un maquereau^ Gf une 
putaine.** Ditto. 

" In the time of the rebellion, 17 15, he 
demanded an audience of hiwis XIV. an4 
told him, *'he had certain intelligence of 
fuch a number of forces that were then 
ready at St. Malo^% to be embarked for £wjf- 
land^ The king told him * it was falfe, and 
he was abufed.* Stair perfifted, and took a 
paper out of his pocket, in which was a lift 
of the different regiments and companies 

that 



that compofed this embarkation i and all 
the pfHcera names. The king, fo urged^ 
put on his haCy and was turning away^ 
Stair clapped on his hat. The king imme* 
diately uncovered himfelf again^ and faid. 
Milord^ vous ffavez mieux vctre devoir que 
moi:' Vitto. 



XLV. 

EITHER^for want of rcfolution to re- 
fifl: folicitationsy or dread of reproach^ 
or defire of being fpoken well of, or idle* 
nefs in perfifting againft fturdy beggars,, 
every man is governed, on a thoufanci occa* 
fions in his life, by thofe he defpifes : Bur, 
• do well/ fays the Spanijh proverb, * and 
you (hall be hated and derided ; go on to do 
well, and you fhall be loved and admired/ 

" Lord Orford (the minifter) declared, a 
little before his death, that he had never in 
all his life broken through the rule, of trufi^ 
ins to himfelf in the laft refort, and beirtg in- 
fluenced by no importunities or authorities 
.whatever, againft the voice of his own de- 
liberate 
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berate and mature reafon/till now^ for which 
he was paying' fo ieverely ; and at laft paid 
alL He was himfelf convinced that he was 
not of a time of life to try prafticcs (for his 
diforder^ which was the gravel in the kid- 
neys) and folicit and fliock a conflicution 
that was yet tolerable ; but; lie was fo bcfct 
on every fide to take the lees, (prefcri- 
bed by doftor Jurin) that he had not re- 
folution enough) in that late time of day, 
to (land againft the. multitude/' 

** Pericles^ who, during a long, aftive, life 
had been majler of himfelf^ and by that 
means, of all otiiers ; and, above all, eman- 
cipated from that flavery, fuj^rftition •, now 
weak and dying, Ihewed a friend who came 
in, a charm that he had on his bread : ^ The 
women,* faid he, * have made me put on 
this J fee what I am come to !*' Plutarch^ 
Pericles^ p. 278. (11.) 
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CATO propofed the making Tomp^ 
general of the fenate's army for 
relloring the commonwealth^ and oppoied 
him to the inundation of Cf/^r*s ambition % 
* becaufe,* faid he, * his own hath been the 
occafion of all their prefent calamities') he, 
therefore,' continued Cato^ • will the belt 
know how to remedy them*/ and accor« 
dingly, all the hopes and fortunes of the 
commonwealth were trufted to his manage* 
mcnt/' Vlutarch^ Pompey, p. 510. (V.) 

A very precarious way of judging, in my 
opinion, of fo great and grave a perfon \ or 
rather jefting in earned on fo important an 
occafion ! 

He that has run out his own patrimony,- 
is, furely ,a very improper perfon to be relied 
on for the faving or retrieving that of the 
public. It was faid of the emperor CharUs 
IV. that ^ as he ruined his own houfe to 

obtain 
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obtain the empire i fo, in return, he after* 
wards rained the empire, to re-eilablifh his 
own houfe." Moreri^ Emp. Cba. IV. 

As he bought it, he thought he had a 
right to fell it again ; as a certain * member 
of thehoufe of commons faid to his con-* 
ilituents, who fcnt inftrudtions to him, to aA 
in conformity to what they thought was for 
their intereft : •* I bought you, ye fcoun* 
drels, and, by G— , V\\ fell yo\x:\ ' 
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•— Taci modo. Tir. Adslp, IL 4. 16. 

THE next to being wife, is to keep 
our folly a fecret. He plays a good 
faving game, who has jufl: fcnle enough to 
keep his nonfenfe to himfeif. 

" When I was a boy, the good old f bi- 

Hiop of Peierborougb^ a particular friend of 

'my father, ufed to fet me between his 

* Attthom Henley^ efq; of the Grange, father of the 
late earl of Korthington. 

t Dn Camiirlamf, who died in 17181 aged 86, 

knees. 
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kneest and tell me ftories i and, as I giw 
up a little, niade me write them down, as 
I could, from his difkating, in a paper- 
book he gave me for that purpofc, and 
bade mc repeat them the next time I 
faw him; aiding me what I thought of 
therii i and what remarks I had mad^ oa 
them? 

^* I remember, among others, he bade 
^e always hold my tongue, Mil I had 
confidcred whether \^hat I had to fay would 
do me credit ) and told n)e this (lory : 

*' A lady of his acquaintance had the 
misfortune to have a fon, who was a natu- 
ral fool. She was to carry him one day to 
a relation's, ^^!htve there was to be a great 
deal of company, at a particular entertain- 
ment. So flic bade him be furc not to talk, 
but liften to others, and then perhaps they 
would not find him out. He did fo, and 
palTcd very well ; 'till, at laft, fomcbody 
who did not know him, obfcrving his dri- 
velling looks, like Cymon in the fable, whif- 
percd, * furely, is not that young fellow a 
fool.?* I Mother, mother,' faid the fon, 
3. Jmay 
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• may not I talk now ? They have found 
me out.*' 

But men of fcnfc, in other re(pc6bs, will 
often be the trumpeters of their own folly, 
cither from a blind fclf-lovc, or mere gaiety 
of heart, 

Gratlan fays, •* that cardinal Madruccio did 
not call him a fool who committed a folly, 
but him who told of it afterwards ; not one 
who mifcarried of a folly, but who did not 
ftrangle it as foon as born/* Gratian^ Hero^ 
c. 2. I think, for a very good reafon ; at firft 
a perfon may be fiirprifed into a weakncfs ; 
there are moments when a wife man may be 
off his guard •, but, for the other, he had 
time to think, and recall fenfe, if there was 
any. The Lacedemonians did not confider 
the theft itfclf as the crime, but the want ^ 
of addrefs or courage to conceal it. 

Yet this fecond folly of telling a firft, at 
the fame time, confcfling it to be fuclj, 
and to be fo uhderftood by the company, 
is very frequently committed voluntarily; 
and that too, in order to introduce a third, 
ftill greater, fome filly prerogative of for- 
tune 
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tune or quality, which you are to infer 
from thefe filly round-about ways; and 
which, at the fame time that they are to ap- 
pear modeft and open confefTions of weak- 
nefTes in themfelves, arc really infults on 
the pcrfons prcfcnt, and generally takers as 
fuch,. (for their fdf-love is at work as well 
as your's) being indeed no more nor lefa 
than fweetly intimating, that their fuperior 
birth or eftate let them into thoie bandfome 
ills^^ and allowable follies, in them, fo cir- 
cumftanced, which would be incxcufable 
^ the reft of the company. ' 

»..— - Mia 
Stubhidm patitmiwr ofes. ■ ■ 

Hor. Ef. I. rSV 29. 

This IS like borrowing money at four^ ^ 
€ent. to pay off a mortgage at three. A 
trim reckoning thisi A man commits a 
firft folly, and fells that into a fecond^ io 
order to introduce a third. 
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•'• . . ;■ LXVIII, [ 

. MamumMnmfricai. ERAiif*ADA(Q^ ' 

Put nuatir in tbi pumf. • 

IF you want to gain fomething of ano^ 
ther, firft of all think of fomething yot^ 
can make him want to gain of you ; if yoi^ 
would be tickled, tickle firft, 

«* By G— , I^lovc you, Mr. Coch^ (faid 
' Sir Godfrtf Kneller to Cock the auftioneerj 
and I will do you good ; but you muft dq 
fomething for me too, Mr. Cock\ one 
hand can wa(h the face, but two hands 
walh one another,** Pope^ 

** Old Jacph ^cnfon got a great many fine 
pifturefi, and two df himfelf, from Sir God- 
frey Kneller^ by this means. Sir Godfrey 
was very covetoils, but then he was very 
yain, and a great glutton -, fo he played 
thefe paflions againft the other •, befides tel- 
. ling him he was the greateft mafter that 
ever was, fending him, tytry now and then, 

ahauncl^ 
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a haunch of venifon, and dozens of excel*- 
lent claret. * O my G— , man/ faid he 
once to VanderGutbi^ * this old Jacob loves 
me ; hi is a very good man % you fee he . 
loves me, he fends me good things \ the vc- 
nifon was fat." ,i)///(7i 

" Old Geihie^ the furgeori, got fcveral 
fine piAures of him tpo^ and an excellent 
one of himfclf ; but he had them cheaper, 
for he gave nothing but praifes ; but then, 
his praifes were as fat as JacoVs venifon ; 
neither could be loo fat for Six Godfrey* !* 
Ditto. ' 

^[* One of the foni of this Mr. GeeUe^ the late i- 
iniable Dr, William Geekict (firft an officer in general 
Pepper's regiment of dragoons, when fellow of^een*s . 
College^ . Cambrid^e^ and afterwards, taking orders, 
chaplain, td archbifhop Wake% and prebendary of Can^ 
terbury) had' fome fharc in thefe praifes, by the fol- 
lowing epigram ; which, however, far from being fat 
and fulfome, is equally delicate and juft : 

While leaner artifis labour hard 19 traee 
^ht eutnvard lines and features of a face ^ 
Your magie pencil^ Knellcr, tetkes thefouU 
And fwbeny^u pdint the tnan'f you paint him nuhdim 

On reading it, ** Send the young man to me,** 
faid Sir Godfrey^ " I'll give him his pitture.*' The 
pictures above-mentioned are now at lady Head\ at 
Canterbury^ the doctor's fitter.] 

S 3 LXIX. Uai 
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. ^Xmmrtm ixpiUis Jkrci^ iamiw n/qui ticwrrtt^ 

Ho&« Ep« \. to. 24« 

'^ TT7HEN Z«wV XIII. was at the cvc 
V V - of his end, and had paflcd through 
all the ceremonies, and finifhed his accounts 
with God and the world, he call his eye on 
the duke of Beaufort^ whom he had not 
obferved before, at the feet of his bed ; he 
knew he faw his prefent ftate with joy, and 
was impatient till he faw him dead ; which 
fo provoked him, that he forgot all his re- 
Agnation and charity, and cried, * Thefc 
fellows come to fee when I Ihall die ; ah I 
if I can but recover, 1*11 make them pay 
dear for their longing for my death." Mot- 
Uville^ Mem. J^Anne d^Autricbe^^. hp, 121. 

Which reminds me of what I heard a 
French officer, when I was abroad, tell of a 
common foldier of his regiment, who was 
mortally wounded, to whom the good ca- 
puchin. 
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puchirfy who performed thofe offices, ad-^ 
miniftered the facrament ; but firft he told 
him, ** he muft forgiye all the world/* 
" Yes," fays the poor fellow, *• I do for- 
give all the world, but fuch a rafcal,'* 
whom he named. " Ah !*• fays the capu- 
chin, *' but you muft make no exceptions^ 
and the more he hath injured you, the moro 
meritorious it .will be, to pardon lum.*V 
The fellow could not relifli this doctrine ; 
bur, at laft, being prefled by the good fa- 
ther, and told he might die before he had 
made his peace, he faid, *' Ha ! mon reve^ 
rend pere^ je lui pardonne done de tout man 
tceuY^fije dots mourir ; mats fi le hon Dieu me 
fait la grace de revenir^ je jure de par tons les 
faints^ quije lui couperai la gorge.^* 

" Handel fpoke put, when the prince of 
Wales told him * he muft infift on his for- 
giving Goupee ; he begged his royal highnefs 
would fay no more on that fubjeft -, for that 
* he was a rafcal, who had abufed his friend- 
ftiip, and, above all, had endeavoured to 
give his royal highnefs an ill impreffion of 
him ; and that he would never forgive him, 
even on his. death-bed/ * Come, Mr. Han- 
dely faid the princefs, * I muft interpofe ; 
S 4 I aflc 
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I alk it, as a favour, that you would for- 
give him.* •Madam/ fays thehonettSaxon^ 
^ fincc you command it, I will do it, but, 
by G — , it is impoflible/* 

Human nature is always the fame, and 
differs not, in efTentials, between the grea« 
ted and the meaneft, the learned and the 
ignorant, the wife and fools. 
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WhffifuU ^Mmtfatt am hur lefon its time t 

AODISONt CAtO* 

^ /^NE of the ancient philofophers or- 
V-/ dered, by his will, that his body 
Ihould be given to wild beafts to devour, 
that he might ftill be good for fomething to 
the beafts, as he had endeavoured in his life 
to be to men.*' 

•* A bifliop of this age, in a difeafe from 
which he did not expeft to recover, at Pj- 
dua^ ordered his body to be delivered to the 
furgeons of that famous univerfity, to dif- 
feft, for the fame reafon, that he might be 

good 
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good for fomething ast long as lie could^*^ 
St. ReaU Critiq. c. z. This is ftill better, buC 
the ancients did not allow of human di^ 
feftions. 
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•« TOHN V, duke of Britan^^ marrying 
J his fon to Ifabella of Scotland^ and 
enquiring concerning her qualities, was af- 
furcd that Ihe did not want for beauty, and 
was well made, fo as to be likely to have 
children, but that (he had not much learn- 
ing, nor even knowledge of the world.-— 
* So much the better,* faid the duke, * I do 
not dcfire more fenfe in a wife, than juft to 
know the difference between her hufband's 
waillcoat and Ihirt." Bouchei^ Annal. Jl^Jquu 
take* 

*• The duke of NewcaJlU^ whofe wife was 

. that famous learned dutchefs, was much of 

the duke of Britany*% mind; for when a 

friend complimented him on the * great 

wifdom of his wife j* * Sir/ faid the duke, 

fa very 



^aTcry wife woman is a very fooHih thing.*^ 
Mr. Fellows. 

Learning, and parts, and all fine quali- 
ties whatfoever, are only inflruments, and 
according as they are applied by prudence 
and the comhion fenfe of the pofTclTor, be- 
come ufcful or mifchievous to himlclf or 
others. 

•* The marchionefs of Sevigni^ writing to 
the count de Buffi Rahutin^ praifes him for 
giving his daughters learning, and not edu- 
cating them in that grofs ignorance to which 
others arc accuftomcd-, for, in fine, * fay 
what they will of the great book of the 
world, we muft read others, to know how 
to read that.*V Let. 98. . 
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Ovii>» Amor, III. it, 6. 

f • A Gentleman pretty much advanced 
jlV. in years had been in to DoB^rs 
Commons for a licence, and coming out full 
of the joys this magical fcrawl, this philac- 
tery, was to procure him % and with *^ his 
brains" (as the Eajlerns fay) " embalmed** . 
with the foothing idea, an unlucky parro^' 
that hung out at one of the windows of 
thofe chambers, cried, as he paffcd ; * Go, 
you cuckold!* The omen fo confounded 
thefe gay contemplations, and fo humbled 
them at once to a calm but dulky thought- 
fulncfs, that he determined, in the end, to' 
make no farther ufe of his new acquifition.** 
Mrs. Pinfold. 

What indifcretion ! to teach parrots fuch 
foul-mouthed language in DoHors Commons 
Qf all the places in the world ! 

LXXIILX^^ 
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fkHf themficritlf in apaviUonfrm the ftri/e rf Unguih 
•! pS 3ii 20. 

^ /^NE IJsrd^ a farmer otBletfo^ had his 
\J cldeft fon taken violently ill of a 
fever,' which he had got by lying alohg to 
vrced on the wet ground •, unluckily for the 
poor young fellow, there came, as in rainy 
•weather too, a great number of crows and 
ravens about their farm-yard, which all the 
family took for fo fure a fign that he was to 
die, by their crying, * pork ! pork !* (which 
thefe country .people have a notion is the 
mod like human flefh of any animal's) that 
they faid, * it was to no manner of purpofe 
to fend for the apothecary (to Bedford^ fcvcn 
miles off) to a dead man -/ and fo let tht 
poor wretch lie * 'till it fliould pleafc God 
to take him,* as they pioully waited, with- 
out any maivier of help or afliftance. At 
lad a neighbouring clergyman riding by 
called in : and feeing how things were, made 
them inftantly fend away ; the apothecary 
came ; ' Good God,' faid he, • the lad is 

delirious ! 
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delirious ! how long has he been taken ?V— » 
They very innocently informed him. * Why»* 
faid he, < did not you have him bled ? he 
would have done well enough/ — He died. 
This was talked of; that Lord of Bktfo^% 
elded fon was dead^ and that he had had no 
care taken of him, from fo abfurd a notion. 

* Lord' of Bletfo ! why that muft be Lord 
St. John of liktfo \ there is no other Lord of 
that title/ So it ran all over the country 
that Mr. St. John was dead, and how.~- 

* Aye/ faid one, ' the gentry will belie /c 
fuch foolifh (lories often more than the 
icripturc.* — The next faid, * What a repro- 
bate Lord St. John was, he did not believe 
in God, and had beeii fb barbarous as to 
let his eldeft fon die of a raging fever, for* 
want of help, he that was fo rich !* And 
fo, the beft father, and thebeft-natured 
man living, and who never once had the 
leafl: doubt but that every thing he had ever 
licard of Cbrlft and the gofpcl was moft in- 
fallible truth, was traduced without his fo 
much as ever hearing of it, as a brute of 
unnatural cruelty, and a hardened atheift." 
Mr. fV({lker^ at Bletfo, July 9, 1752.. 

The 



The moral of this ridiculous (but true) 
ftory is, that as abfurd and unjufl as it ap- 
pears, it is the very cafe of every fcandal, 
that a whole room hears with attention and 
complacency, and then propagates, propa- 
gates irrevocably ! the very cafe both as to 
blunder and malice ; all the various kinds 
and inftances have their elements ; and only 
differ in the degrees and proportions of 
thefe precious ingredients, with which this 
dark (lilctto (in the hands often of not ill- 
meaning people, but only unrcfledling and 
thoughtlefs) is poifoned. 

LXXIV. 

Didfimtar/petii, Hon* 

f* TT is a fad (fays St. Real) well known 
X in hiftory, that the Grand Signor of- 
fered his afliftance to Henry- IV. of France^ 
at the time he was mofl: preflcd by the 
league. Politicians have not been wanting 
to themfelves, in afligning their good rea- 
fons for this voluntary propofal. Some 
have attributed it to the ancient alliance of 
France with the Ottoman empire ; others to 
the Turks rcfcntment, then frclh againft 

the 
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the Spaniards^ for their late defeat at £/• 
panto % others, .again, that the king being 
at that time a Huguenot^ he was an enemy 
to the Pope as well as they. There was no 
truth in all this plaufible reafoning. The 
minifter himfelf,. who fcnt this offer to his 
court from Conftantinople^ declares the mo« 
tivc to have been no other, than *that 
prince's particular averfion to the word 
league.'' St. Realy Di/c. x. 

Thefe are the ambaflador*s own words. 
He had an idea, probably, of a certain 
kind of combination of the great againft 
their prince, which is what the Turiijb go- 
vernment has moft to fear. 

We fee men adt inconfiftently every day, 
and even the wife and good do a thoufand 
things from mere idlenefs or caprice ; and 
yet we conftantly reafon on their adions, as 
if we were furc they always afted confif- 
tently, 

"I do not knoyr what prince that was, 

wlio, feeing a pricft faft afleep in a church, 

through which he was accidentally pafTing, 

, gave him a canonry, which happened to 

be 



i<Mi*i*iA.i^tuiAt^kafci— fMM^-^^ ^ . j^^.^ ^^ 



bp then Vacant, one of the moft confidera^ 
ble of that church for dignity, and revenue i 
^ that it may be faid/ (faid the king) * th^t 
fortune came to him in his flcfep." St. 
Realy ih. It would have been full as wel{ 
if he had done it, ** tha? he might, for the 
future, have a warm ftall to fleep in.*' 
This would alfp have been a joke upon the 
clergy, which is, tpfo faSlo^ wit by prefcrip- 
tion. However, cither of thefe was a 
(horter way than examining into merit. 

•* As a friend of mine who was in RuJ/ia 
in the time of czar Peter the Greats and who 
knew him very well, and was, with other 
Engliflj merchants, frequently in his parties 
of diverfion, was accompanying him through 
the apartments, after a debauch of drinking, 
a poor wretch happening to lie afleep in one 
of the lobbies, the czar, in gaiety of heart, 
drew his fabre, and, cutting off his head, 
turned to them, and, laughing, faid, * I 
cannot but think how that fellow will jdar^ 
when he wakes, and finds his head gone." 

Merit is a good pretext for approbation 
and encouragement, but thefe are generally 
bcftowcd on other qualities, that happen to 

tally 
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tally With 6til- huitiours. Of intereft» or' foitifl 
prcfent accidental view, better. And fo toOi 
what appear^ to us to be virtue or vice in 
another, (hay, and often in ourfelves) and^ 
|)erhaps, is fo % it is not in the manner^ nor 
in*the degree, that It appears^ We are per- 
petually liable to millake in thefe^ and 
what feem great virtues, if traced back to- 
their fources, are often only plaufible; and 
great vices would admit of flrange and 
very great alleviation^;, to any that could 
poflibly put thcmfelves in the very fame 
fituation with thofe who committed them, 
and be thcmfelves the criminal *« 

*^ Can any thing be ntore plaulible than 
the magnanimity of Fulvia^ the wife of 
Marc Mtony^ who, forgetting all her huf- 
band's injuries and iiiftilts with Cleopatra^ 
in Egypt^ efpoufed his caufe fo vigoroufly 
againft Jugujius f only that we learn, from 
fome other circ^umftances, very authenti- 
cally, and from an undoubted epigram of 

* The fecret hidory of Zofimus is a perpetual lam« 
poon oil the plaudblc appearances of great adions* 

T' . Augufius 
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Jlugufiuf himfelfy^ which happens unluckily 
to be preferved by Martial^ that the whole 
of this heroic zeal was not conjugal ufTec- 
tion, conftancy, and duty, but revenge for 
Jluguftus\ haying flighted her advances 
Ibme time before, and declined paying, with 
his perfon, in aflfifling her to revenge thofe 
infults in kind. 



[* Inftead of the tath^ take it mnch more dCt 
cencly cxpreiled in Englijb. 

While fnm lit nnfirt faUk Antoniui^/V/, 
And a9att oh * GlaphyraV/2ir hri^bur tyts^ 
Fulvia pr$vok*d her female arts prebaret^ 
Repri/aU feekSf andjpreadtftr me ber/nares. 
•• The bufiand'sfal/e /" But why muft I enJuri , 
nis naufious plague^ or her revenge procure f 
What tl>o* fl}e afit ! Hrw happy n^ere my doom^ 
Should all the di/contenied wives c/Rome 
Jtepair to me in crowds ^ ^wben fcorn^d at home i 

. , " ^Tisvjar^^y fie fays. ** if I refufe her charms .••* 
. Let*s think^^fie*s ugly^trumpets^ found to arms. 

-•' . Hughes.] 



\ 



a The poetical ntmc for Citberh, an a£trefs» of whom Ant^ 
was coamouRd. Kirgil coniblcs GaOut for her infidelit/^ ia |hf ' 
IXth eclogue, uadar the name of Lycwr'u^ 
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*..••• ^ Lxxv,. ' "• : 

Difimumi. ' \ 

HoR* Odi I; i8. .ta*\! 

^' ■ • ^ '\' 

THE poor never fairly for^vc the rich 
their conveniences and fuperiority^ 
but are fure, on every occafion where acci*« 
dent, or the prefent want thefe may have 
of their more important fervice, gives them 
an opportunity, to feize on the advantage^, 
and exert their own pride and little tern* 
porary boaft of power. * Lord Carpentir^ • 
at a IVeJItdtnJIer eledtion^ where both par<->; . 
•ties puflied and were pufhed vehemently^ 
could not prevail on four fturdy butch^ 
ers to poll as he would have them, but 
by letting them ride in his coach, and him- 
felf walk at the horfes heads and lead them/ 
Our refentments do not arife from the faults 
themfelves, but from the manner in which 
they afFcft us. We conceive the moft bit- 
ter and irreconcileable hatred. againil a man 
who hath only put a contemptuous flight 
upon us, though attended with no fort of 
crime, and yet can fee a friend, whom we 
Tl . fliaU^ 



fhall at tlic fame time call our iecond-felf, 
abufed in a moft eflential manner by a vil* 
lain, with great coolnefs and indifference^ 
and perhaps compliment ourfelves over and 
above with our chriftian charity and for- 
giveneis. There is a vaft difference between 
our fecond-felves and our firfi: Proximus, 
Jongofedproximus intervallo. 

** I remember going by one evening, as 
a gentleman was difputing with a faucy fel- 
low of a hackney coachman who demanded 
evidently more than his fare ; people crowd- 
ed about, and as they were prefently con- 
vinced that the gentleman was wronged, 
called the coachman a rafcal, and bade him 

* take what the gentleman offered him/— 

* Look you there,* faid the gentleman to 
the coachman, * the very mob take my part/ 

* Mob !* cried the people, * d n you !' 

and gave him a great blow on the head, and 
bade the' coachman * not bate him a farthing 
of his demand, for that it was no more than 
his due/* Mn Ralph, 
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' ill Fkitmam/k ditmrii irmi. 

Ovid. Amoi* IIL !• io^ « 

AS fome people have the happy art o£ ' 
repairing a faulty /b as to be more be- 
loved than if they had never committed it^ 
fo others have as ungracious a manner even' 
of conferring or receiving civilities. 

'* King Charles I/s queen had a great 
fancy for a fine diamond, but too much mo- 
ney being afked, fhe refufed it. The king^' 
fome time after, hearing of her liking it, 
bought it, and coming into her drelling- 
room, with the fondnefs of a good-natured 
hufband, put it down her bofom: it felt 
cold, which made her (brink; on which it '^ 
fell down lower, and fb hurt her *, the king 
feeing her out of humour, told her what it 
was, ^ You have done it like a fool,' faid 
Ihe, « as yQU do every thing die/' Rev. 
Mr. Maunder. 

T3 LXXVIII. Pr<)/w 
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♦* TNftcad of }nvellig;iting the poet's own 
X reflcftions (fays Hurd on Harace^s Jri 
0J Poetry) the method which common fcnfe 
^nd common cricicifm would prefcribe, the 
ivorld hath been naufeated with infipid lec.> 
tures on Arijlotle and Pbalareus^ whofc folid 
fcnfe hath \)ji their remarks on Herace) been 
{o attenuated and fubtiiifcd by the delicate 
operation of French critique^ as hath even 
gone feme way towards bringing the art it- 
Iclf into difrepute." — flurd, imrod, Ef. ad 
Pifones, 

This is the very thing which WarburUn^ 
and this imitator of him, are doing. They 
have introduced a new kind of criticifm, in 
which tliey difcover views and purpofcs the 
authors never had, and they themfclves ne- 
ver believed they had, nay that they do not 
defire you Aiould believe they had; but. 
' confider them as the refinements of their 

own 



own delicate conceptions % only taking hiiitt 
from thefe authon, to fhew how much 
higher they themfelves would have carried 
the fame ideas, which Jthofe had ftruck out 
indeed, but did not know how to make the 
molt ufe of« 

Bentley began this in A^Iton, and, like what:, 
is faid of fome of the great writers among 
the ancients, both began and perfefbed the 
art. H^arburtoffs difcovering ** the regnJa- 
rity" of rope% Bffay en Criticiffn^ ind " the 
whole fcheme" of his EfayonMan^ I happen 
to know to be mere abfurd r^nement in 
creating conformities, and that, from Pope 
himfelf, though he thought fit to adop( 
them afterwards. 

By this method of overlooking the plain' 
and fimple meaning, which prefents itfelf a( 
firft fight (as that of good authors always 
does, and i$ the end of writing, and of 
words themfelves, only that there is no cre- 
dit to be gained in difcovering what any 
one elfe could difcover).with proper talents, 
a good deal of ]magination> and more vani* 
tVf it might clearly be fhewn that Pcpe'B 
4rt of CritUifm is, indeed, an EJfay on Man^ 
T4 and 
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«jid hi| Effaf pn Man was, really^ dcfigncd,. 
by the deep author, for m jlrf of Criticffm, 
I know that jthefc yvould not be mpre f^lfe; 
than the aflcrtion and fpphiftry in proving 
^.* the regularity** .pf his Jrf of Criticifm^, 
fince hc^ when often fpeaking of it, (bcforc^ 
he fo much as \intvf M^arhurton) fpoke of 
it always, as an ^^ irregular coUeftion of 
thoughts, thrown together as they ofFerc4 
themfclves, as Horafe'% Art qf Ppetry was," 
he faid, *^ and written in imitation of that 
irregularity,** which Ije even admired, and, 
. faid was beautiful^ 

As for his EJfa)f on Man^ as I was wit? 
nefs to the whole conduft of it in writing, 
and aftually have his original MSS. for it,; 
from the firft fcratchcs of the four books, 
Xo the feyeral Anifhed copiesi (of his own 
neat and elegant writing thcfe lalt) all >yhich, 
with the MS. pf his EJfay on Criticifm^ an4i 
feveral of hi? other yrork^, he gave n|e him- 
felf, for the pains I took in collating th& 
whqle with the printed editions, at his re-, 
queft, on my having propofcd to him the, 
' •* making an edition of his works in the 
manner qf £oileaH*$ i*- as, to this nobleft pf 
his works, I l^now that he never dreamed 

of 
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of the fchetne he afterwards Adopted, per^ - 
h^ps for good reafons, for he had taken . 
terror abouf the clergy, and fTarhuricn him<4 
felf» at the general alarm of its fatalifnit and 
deiftical tendency, of which however we 
talked with him (my father and I) frc* 
quently at Tzvickenham^ without his appear* 
ipg to underftand ic otherwife, or ever think- . 
ing to alter thofe paflages, which we fug- 
gefted as what might feem the moft ex« - 
ceptionable. 

Hurd^% introducing his conjefture, (far-,, 
fetched furely, and without all grounds) 
on 'the opening of the ^bird Georgic^ and the 
Temple of ibe Mufes^ which he traniports 
from Greece to Mantua^ and his criticilm of 
the three verfes, are a mere mimickry of 
JVarburton and Bentley. 

What muft thefe great writers have been 
in point of clearnefst the (irfl: virtue of writ- 
ing, * and its only end I if they have not 
been underftood, with the attention of all 
the men of ta();e and learning, for feventeen 
hundred years ! 

Yet thefe new critics only do by prophane 
authors, what the Homijbckrey b(^an to 

do 
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do very early by the facred i introducing for-** 
ced and far-fetched interpretations to ferve 
their fchemes of bigotry and power^ and 
eftablifh an hierarchy, gradually founded on 
thefe doctrines that they afterwards did not 
fb much as pretend were there, but boldly 
aflferted the church's own authority and ar- • 
bitrary right .to impofe, 'till it hath at length 
grafted, or racher entirely new-founded, the 
moft ambitious and perfeciiting fyftem of 
public worJhip that ever exifted, on the 
moH: fimple and humane of all religions, 
v^hofe corner-ftones are humility and cha* 
rity, and that with the text itfelf ftaripg 
them in the face I 
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LXXIX. 

• - > 

Tlnf beauty may btgtt itfirt^ .. -- ^ 

./ ^Tistb9mmuftfMtbihver*sfir§% ,. 

Fir beauty 9 like /mfreme ^omimntt 

• * , // beft/upfrteJ by o^uhm ; ' . ' 

J/Dtctncy brhge mo/upplies^ 
OfinUnfaiUi and beauty diet. 

Swiptf Strephon and! CMoe« 

DECENCY fliould ever attend on alf 
'our other qualities, however excels 
lent, to make them amiable and refpefted, ' 
as the decent Graces always waited oviVtn]/^^, - 
Ji&r. O. I, 4. 6. 

There is in every thing (or ought to bc^ 
for every thing is capable of it) a certain 
elegance, a delicacy, a ncatnefs, a polifh, that 
can alone make it agreeable; and cannot 
fubfift, or be preferved, without a certain 
degree of attention ; which, far from a con- 
ftraint, for this would defeat its own pur^ 
pofe, to.thofc whofc lucky, form of mini ' 

and 
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knd pcrfon is meant by nature to engage,' 
.will be unfought and eafy. 

The fame is above all in love/ and moft. 
in decent married love, in friendihip, in 
relations, from mafter to fervant, in all 
connexions between man and man* 

But we are liable, from the very lazinefs 
and indolence of our nature, to fall into a 
certain careleflhefs, and habitual inatten* 
tion, which; by degrees, degenerates into a 
familiarity, and treating thofe we are per- 
. petually with as ourfclves, which never 
fails of producing a difregard that borders 
very nearly on contempt ; not that we de- 
ipifc ourfelves for yrhat we are fo over- well ' 
acquainted with, but we fhall infallibly 
lofe our refpedt for others for the fame, 
and fhall as furely lofe that of others for 
us. 

Do not we fee, that a muzzy fellow, who 
has nothing in him, fhall conftantly gain a 
Ibrt of refpeft, and an opinion of wifdom, 
only from his miftaking himfclf firfl to be 
wife i and then, in confequence of that opi- 
nion of his, by alfcfting a grave and folemn 
. . deportment 



deportment and irnieii, (which Is the more 
impofingy as it. comes from the heart, and 
is the efFcft of his own convidkion firft) fc- 
duce others to fuppofe there is fomething 
more than they fee, and, in time, begin to 
fee fomething more than there is, that war* 
rants his own, and the opinion he hath, by 
this flow and fure method, cajoled others ' 
into. 

•* Juft fuch a one was Hugh HawarJp 
who, by means of his name, and afiefting 
to be of the Norfolk family, a fmall eftatc 
of a gentleman, a folemn air, and flow dif- 
courfe, with a very moderate fmattering of 
polite knowledge, covered fo well an ex- 
treme ignorance and illiteracy, that he ea- 
fily pafled for a leading virtuofo with the 
nobility, and was even enough confidered 
as a fcholar by Bentley himfelf, to make ufe 
of his negociation with Ton/on^ which pro- 
duced that precious edition of his of 
Milton:\ 

*^ But was not Bentley hjmfelf a glaring 
inftance of the cfFeft of a ft:eady fupcrcilious 
air of learning, that, afluming all to itfelf, 
received all from others ? which could ne- 
ver 
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^er have been cffcftuaUjr brought about, 
but from being firft himfclf pcriuadcd erf 
what he would perfuadc them % and would 
have carried it all his life, if he had kept 
to his Greek and Latin ; but, unhappily, 
his cmptinefs, wantonly becoming familiar, 
in Englijb^ courted the. contempt ' it met 
.with-, and even though many of thofe who 
had been fo long feduced, flieltered them- 
felves under the ftill-impofing malic of 

.learned dulnefs, and grave foppery, the 
moft naufeous of all foppery ! as Dr. M 
told me, ' he muft needs confefs, his old 
friend had failed in Mltofiy but was an ex- 
cellent critic in the learned languages. 
• Such,* faid I, * do&or, as I always told 
you I thought him there^ and you now find . 
}iim here \ and, depend upon it, doftor, a 
man that is a fool in Engltfh^ will never be 

..a wit in Greek and Latin.** But 

Dulnefi is /acred in a grave divine ■ 

Pope. 

and, in proportion, in all other grave charac- 
ers. To gain rcfpeft, be grave. A merry 
fellow, let him have what qualities he will, 
may be loved, but never refpeded ; whereas 
•a grave fellow, without one valuable quality, 

and 
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and who even poflefles the leafl: wh«t he mo(| 
pretends to, provided fyi is in eameft Iwxw; 
felf, (for 

Si «// mifleri^ Mendum eft ^ 

PrimuM ip/ iiU^'-^ Hmr.) - , 

' * » • » 

will certainly pick up fools enough that. . 
will refpedk him, and his good fober empt/ 
\ , fcTifc ; and thofe who fee through him will 
be borne down by numbers, and their pro* 
teft appear envy. Be grave, if your point 
be refpeft. Do not we fee, that even the 
men of the greateft real abilities, and em* 
ployed in the moft important affairs,' nay; 
and who are the moft ftraitcncd for time, 
are yet obliged to the farce of gravity, and 
to be conveyed to fVeftminfter as flowly as 
their horfcs can drag them ? Confider how 
few people dare truft thcmfelves, or arc ca- 
pable of thinking for themfelves ; and, of 
. thofe few, how very few have'refolution tx> 
oppofe or contradift the torrent of opinion, 
or are not really lulled by that moft epidc-* 
mical diftemper, eyen to human nature ic^ ^ 
fclf, lazinefs. 

Appearance bribes the imagination, which 
hath a ftrange influence on, and violently 

prepof- 
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prepof&fTes the judgment Gravity is wif* 
^om*8 appearance^ and very ftage-drcfsi ^nd 
if it has juft fenie enough to keep its own 
counfely and not become wanton with fuc- 
cefs, will maintain its firft hold a long time 5 
and, without much merit, will mufter with 
what it reprefents 5 whereas the moll learned 
and upright judgb' would obtain no refpedt 
to his perlon and qualities, if he was to fit 
on the bench in, his waiftcoat and night-cap» 
^ut if gravity alone, which is a baftard de- 
cency, can acquire, and for fome time fup- 
port, refpect,'what will the true^ when the 
genuine effcdt of fcnfe and virtue ! 

And if this is found in the perfon and real 
and unblcmifhed worth of a firicere chrK 
ftian, on principle and ielf-edablifhed con- 
vi&ion, void of fuperftition \ with the mUis 
Japientia of that charming charafter ; fuch 
is the height of what human nature can 
at prefent attain ; and fuch can no more fail 
of refpeft, nay, a fhadow of the only au- 
thentic refpecl we feel for God himfelf, than 
the real body can do of its Ihadow j as fuch 
would be a godlike man. 

LXXX. De^ 
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'lxxx. \ 

DrtrtAtrt H pJIrn^ nitUus fur qmifymf pir tm 

Cidirtu 

Hot.SAT.II. i.64« 

GREAT atchicvcmcnts and rich rob« 
cover the man» but do not lofe him* 
cither to himfelf, or his own natural qua- 
lities* 

They are not always the moft important^ 
and the moft ufeflil fervices, that are the 
moft acceptable, and the beft rewarded; 
thofe which humour the little but intimate 
pafTionSy which are indeed the man, are 
more grateful often than thofe which ho- 
nour and aggrandife the king; for let a 
king be as much king as he will, he is ftill 
more a mah. Befides that thefe are accom* 
panied with, and are encumbered by, no jea- 
loufies, either in point of gloiy or fafety. 
Thofe great and confpicuous adlions ftiew 
fair and glaring on the great ftage, the kfler 
commonly move the ftrings behind the 
fccnes. 

U in 



In like manner^ we are ho( to judge 
of the man by the moft conflderable ac- 
tions*; in thcfe he is in his ftage-drefs, 
^nd confiders the world ^s obfcrving every 
word and gcfturc \ but they arc thofc words 
^nd aftions he thinks none fee or hear, ^nd 
when he is gone behind the fcene ; and for 
the fame rcafon they are no more the mod 
important people who are the judges of the 
man, b^it his fervants, and thofe vyho note 
. him when he fuppofes pone pbferve, and 
t:herefore is quite off his guard 5 

Whofa^ nubeu he is/een leaf! nvifi. 

Thcfe, if they have (kill and obfervatl6n,fce 
the greatcft pcrfonagcs, and thofe whom the 
^orld mpft confiders,undreflcd and *making . 
ducks and drakes/ Hor.S, II. i. 71. Roche-^ 
faucauU fays, fomcwherCj that a * great mail 
' has nobody to fear fo much, for his charac- 
ter, as his valet-dc-chambrc,* The more he 
winds himfelf up and drains the chords for 
the public, the more he lets hin\fclf down ; 
as I have been affured that " Prior^ afict 

^ Unihugbi tfffaihiei cheat us h the nvi/e. 

Pofe^ Ef. to lord Cobbam, 1 a8« 

having 
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having fpeftt die evening with Oxford^ BoBng^ 
hotff Popi% and Svnjt^ would go and fmoke 
apipe, and drink a bottle of ale, with a 
common foldier and his wife in Long-Acre^ 
before he went to bed;*' not from any re» 
mains of the lownefs of his original, as one 
faid ^ but, I fuppofe, th^t his faculties 
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Jn that aleftial €olhqiy /ubUme^ 

Paxxled andj^tnt^ funk down andfiught repair^ 

J^iifton, P. L. VIII. 454. 

for men cannot hold always on the (tretrh ; 
and I have heard that " Turenne^ after his 
great fatigues >nd hurry of fpirits in thofc 
vaft affairs he had the condu<ft of, would 
fettle himfclf to reft by. the interpofition of 
the trifling and empty amufcmcnt of a filly 
novel before he got into bed, or elfe hn; 
coujd not flcep.*^ 

** I have often heard my father Scrota 
tell, (fays the orator Crajfus in Ci(ero) that 
his father-in-law I^/wj ufed commonly to" 
go into the country with Scipio % and that 
there thcfe great men would become as it 
were children again, in thofe receflcs to 
which they had made their efcape from the 
Ua city 



city Hi from d prifon, I d^re noe &.y 1 1 of I 
fuch men, byt y«t Sc^evoh affirmed, chat they 
would ramble on the Baian Ihore, and gather* 
ing flates and oyfl:er*fheIls, would .unbend in 
plays that crediulity itfelf would hardly bc- 
Jieve/' Cicera dt Or^tcre^ II, 

** I have heard the like of Oliver Crotfu 
woeUy who, when prot^ftor of the common^ 
wealth of £;9r^/^;f^, would play ^t romps with 
his guefts, and, that in the fulHes of their bOf 
dily wit, they would fling cufliions and car- 
pets at one another." Sir Thamas. Franklan4^ 
and Mrs, Uendjtj^^ his grand-daughter f?, 

Men love to be idle, or to have it in their 
power to be fo when they will, without rct 
proaching themfclvcs^ or being reproached 
by others. Idlpncfs is a firll principle in 
our very nature \ we never quit it but by 
fome force or other, ;ind are contented to 
fubmit to fproq uneafincls to avoid a gre^t;cn 
' Thefc great charafters, and thofc peopl? 
whom we honour, and are even obliged to, 
are a fort of bufinefs to us, and the heavier^ 
as they degrade us with purfclves. We nc-? 

I [• S^ her charaftcr, by Mr. Say/vti Hugbsi't C$r^ 
fr/jj««irir«f^ vol. II.] 

vci 
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ver CM qiiite like thofe who do (of though 
lire are alhamed to own it, often even to our- 
Tclves, becaufe this ftill degrades us more 
in our own opinion, which felf-love will 
either keep up, or be out pf humour with 
that merit which will not fufFcr it. Whatever 
we may think ourfelvesi we never fincerely 
forgive others their fuperiority over us^ in 
any kind ( and occaflon will always Ihew i( 
to thofe who can fee. 

Other people's virtues of . accomplilh^ 
ments may make us admire and even elleent 
and honour them; but our good will arid 
affeflion will be more likely obtained by 
ibme weak a£liott or misfortune of fuch«— - 
We are charmed with thofe little involun^ 
tary compliments our friends make our va* 
nity or envy \ for we have great refolution 
in bearing oiir friends follies and fufferings, 
and we arc not forry to fee thofe we moft 
value come down to us a little now and 
then. The general opinion oi Arifiides*^ pro- 
bity hurt thofe very people who moft ad- 
mired itt and moft enjoyed the good effedts 
of it. Whatever other conveniences, the 
pride, which we .never defert,* or its rights, 
fuffcrcd more in proportion. 

.U3. When 
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' When a great man^ who hath been long 
envied, and thence hated, though admired, 
happens to fufTer fome fevere afflifkion^ it at 
once reconciles his very enemies, by mov- 
ing their compaffion, which is a fort of re« 
Ipeftful contempt, " Pericles^ whofe great- 
nefs the Athenians hated, only becaufe it put 
in evidence the littlenefs of every one of 
them, though it was all applied to their be« 
nefit, became their darling on the death of 
his lad fbn \ at whofe funeral he loft all his 
former fiiperiority of foul, and appeared to 
them with the fame weaknefs and paflion) 
as themfclves." Plutarch^ Pericles. 

Our mutual wants and misfortunes, to 
which all conditions are liable, keep us in 
humour pretty tolerably with one another. 

Nifi mtftup iffmut mifirU «/'*m aliit alH fotuijffimus 
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— — Vlx tfiim fjfii 

Hot, 8« I. %. t09 

HENRV ib ta "tour ttOttergUes^ vifcount 
Juirenniy piarlhal oiFrance^ married, bjr 
Henry IV/s procurement, Cbarhtte de la 
AAiri^, dutchcfs of J?o^//fo»,and fovereigh prin* 
• cefs of Sedan^ in whofe riglit thefe titles and 
fovereigftties entered into his family, though 
he had no children by her % ahd, indeed, he 
feems, by the ftory, to have beert more con* 
cerned for glory than pofterity, fince he 
chofc to celebrate his wedding-night, by 
taking the fortrefs ofStenai by ftorm^ having 
before made his dirpofitions, and prepared 
every thing for this purpofe, he privily, 
quitted the bride and all the company, 
who, with great anxiety, waited his return, 
aftonifhed at fo ftrange an accident, and ab- 
folutely at a lofs to know what was become 
of him ; 'till they were informed, by the 
fuccefs of a mod furious aflaulc and fire, 
U4 that 
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that he had been where they would leaft 
have thought to have looked for him."— 
Voltaire^ not. Henriad. cant. VIII. v. 99. 

Heroes a£b in a fuperior fphere to the 
refl: of the world ; their reafon is not like 
the reafon of others, and their conceptions 
are above the flight of ordinary men. Such 
alfo was thr5t of the Brandenburg worthy, 
recorded by the king of Pmffta^ in his 
" Memoirs of his own family ;" who, be- 
ing famous for his military atchievements> 
fcorned the (oft and ovcr-effeminate cuftom 
of the generality of mankind, who are 
wont to plod on in the common track, and 
do juft as their fathers had done ; but he, 
having married the moft beautiful princefs 
of the age, went to bed to her, on his 
wedding«night, armed completely in fleel, 
JMemoirs of Brandenburg. 

Sir Thomas Hanmer^s wearing a pair of 
white gloves, on the like occafion, was but 
a faint copy of this heroic politene(s. See 
^ Herv^'s Letter J] 



LXXXIL—jFiV 



(v aSi ) 



' LXXXIL. 

. . ; , » • . 

■ Fmr nvi§ wiMbJip 

Thugb/mUo/faiu^ ithitrtilMMol Mtig^ 
n§ft thoughts that nvattdet thnugh ttirmtyr^ ^ 
7# ferifi rather^ fwaltwifd tip and hjt 
Jn thi nvidi womi tfuncrtatid night p 
' Divpid 0f/tnfi and tnotun f 

Milt, P« L. II. 1469 

SElf-love, and idle fondnefs of life, (with 
whofe enjoyments, however^ wc are per- 
petually quarrelling, and all along hurrying 
away, and fhufRing off, as faft as poflible^ 
and by all the means we can invent, in or- ' 
der to get at the next impatient moment) 
has not only fuggefted a future ftate, in 
thofe whofe darknefs, for want of revelation, 
made it not only entirely precarious, but 
abfolutely void of all proof*, but has ac-' 
cordingly put thofe of them, who had 
power, upon fchemes of lengthening out 
their date of tyranny,- and feizing upon 
goods and fervants for this pretended poft- 
humous world, and making provifion, in- 
their own manner, for a life of their own 

creating, -^ 

As 
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- As they took it for granted that they 
Ihould have the fame paflions and enjoy* 
ments in this new world to which they had 
been ufcd in the old, they took care be- 
times to prepare whcrewithall not only to fa- 
tisfy thefe \ and at their burial had all forts 
of provlfions and houfhold furniture, that 
they had been the moft fond of, flung into 
their grave, or on their funeral pile, after 
them •, but even their wives, fervants, and 
friends. Firg. Mn. VI. 653. 

7«//«j Cafar fays, " The GauU^ their kings 
and chiefs, had a chofen number of thofe 
whom they, from the occafion, called their 
divoted friendsy to whom they communicated 
all their own advantages and fuperiority in 
life, fo as that they enjoyed all in common 
with themfelves, on the condition of de- 
fending them from all misfortunes, or fuf- 
fering them together; and at their deaths 
to accompany them on the fame terms into 
the other world." Cafafy B. Gal. III. 22. 

Fal. Maximus fays the fame of the Celtic 

. heriansy and Plutarch of ** the Spaniards^ 

among whom this pofthumous fidelity was 

called * making themfelves a libation,* which 

they 
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thqr thus poured on the facrifice, of whicK 
their royal friend was the viftim;** Plutarck^ 
Sertmus, (V.) p. 2o8, 

" Sextus Pacuvius devoted himfelf, in this 
manner^ to Juguftus in full fenate^ and cal- 
led upon all the reft to do the fame ; whicli 
piece of fervile flattery afkually took with 
fo great a man as Auguftus*^ Dion. L. LIII^ 
This cuftom is pradifcd at this day in ma* 
ny parts of the Eafi and fVeJi Indies. 

" St, PauU by a fine allufion, calls him* 
fclf fuch, in regard of his great matter, 
when he zealoufly exhorts Tmotby^ and the 
reft of the teachers, to purfue what he 
had hitherto fo ardently perfiftcd in : * For 
my part,* fays the apoftle, * I am become 
a libation, and am afbiially pouring out oh 
the facrifice, of which my matter was the 
viftim.* 'Eyw yip n*ii «r«r»f^o/A«i, that is to fay, his 
minittry was drawing near an end with hia 
life." II Tim. 4. 6. This is the beautiful 
meaning of that fine text of which the fu- 
preme elcganceand juttnefs are utterly loft 
to thofe who cannot fee the image and 
beautiful allufion, for want of knowing this 
ancient cuttom, which, at the time St. Paul 
wrote, was familiar to every one. 

LXXXIIL Dulcis 



.< a«4 ) 



LXXXIII. 

. . DJUii imx^is ifJtmrm p§teniu MrniH % 

Hot.Ep.L i8. 86f 

.^ir YSIMACHUS being in high good 
JL^ humour with the comedian Pbilip'^ 
fides^ alked him, * What prefent he fhould 
make him ? What, of all that was in his 
power, hie Ihould bellow on him ?' * Any 
-thing your majcfty ple^fes,* faid Pbilip-i 
pides^ • but your fecret." Pint. Apoth. 

It is a dreadful thing for a little man to 
have a great one in his power, becaufe it is ^ 
a dreadful thing for a great man to be in 
the power of a little one. " Cardinal 
Richelieu having remarked, after Boijrobett 
(^ gentleman of wit, who ufed to divert 
him after his fatigues) was gone from his ^ 
cabinet, that there had lain open on the 
table a certain treaty of great importance, 
lent immediately after him, had him ar- . 
reded, and clapped up in the Bnjlile for fe- 
veral months, without feeing a human crea« 

ture, 
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tore, 'till this affair was concluded, and then 
feht for him, and made him his excufes : 
Boifrobert protefted * he had never fccn the 
paper/ * I believed fo/ faid the miniftcr^ 
* and was even pretty fure of it, but I was 
not quite fure," Jl$f/tf/^^. 

** Hieroy king of Syratufe^ faid, * It was 

' doing a friend an injury, to reveal his fecret 

to him, for he put him in great danger of 

being, fome time or other, either hated, or • 

feared, or both, for it.** PIut.Apotb. A pcr- 

fon lets himfelf into this fecret, i^ho offici- 

pufly acquaints us of a calumny he has 

heard of us. We naturally diflike thofe 

' who tell us bad news, but befides we con* 

fider fuch for the future as confcious of this 

ireproach, and perhaps believing and fo 

. fpreading it, efpecially if we do not take 

care to keep well with them. 
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^inpHEODORIC, king of the Ofiro^ 
jL gotbs^ in Italy ^ cut ofF a p€k>r fel* ' 
low's heady for coming over to his own 
perfuafion, which was Arian j * for,* £aid he,' 
• if you do not keep your faith with God, 
how can I expeft you ihould keep it with 
ixic ?• Perhaps he was only Arian as king, 
as Henry IV. of France was a papift, who, 
when one of his party turned papift too, 
afked him, * what made him turn ?• * I 
could iiot follow a better example/ faid 
thtf courtier, • than your majefty/ ^ Fool !' 
. faid the king, * have you a crown for it V\ 
MorerL 

William' Rufus forced fome Jews^ who 
had been converted, to turn Jezvs again; 
, but he did this to keep his word, like an 
honcft man, with the reft of the JetvSy 
'whom he had promifed to make their bre- 
thren return to them, for a fum of money." 
iJtf/m, from Eadmer^ a contemporary author. 

By 
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By the way, Henry rcafoncd well enough 
for a king, perhaps, in what he faid to his 
lord; but, in efFeft, this lord might hayc 
as ample a reward for his convcrfion as his. 
king, in proportion to his fphcrc \ and fQ 
too of thofc in whatever rank, who venture 
their lives in the quarrels of kings ; in re- 
ality, they no more facrificc thcmfclves to. 
the ambition of thefe, than the kings facri- 
fice themfelves to the liberties, or glory, of 
their fubjefts. Both alike ferve themfelves ; 
they equally and mutually ftand irt need of 
the other's afllftance; they each find their 
QVn account, and have no other view. 
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Tip narib awnlf iX«« 

CAtLIMACH, Epig.I« 

Vi/^ifthgimth griMtlj inferiors is likt/uittg m htggtur. 

••.^TT^HE great carl of Peterhrougb^ who 
X, had much fenfe,' much wit, and 
much, whim, leaped out of his chariot one 
day,- on feeing a dancing-mafter, with 
j)carl.coloured filk ftockings, lightly ftep- 

prng 
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'*f)lng oyer the broad ftones, and picking his 
iMray in extreme dirty weather, and ran after' 
liim, (who foon took to his heels) with his 
drawn fword, in order to drive him into 
the mud ; but into which he,- of courle, 
followed him himfelf." The dancing- ma- 
iler (whofe ftagc-drcfs was this fprucenefs) 
had, indeed, fhewn as much good judg- 
ment in his ftation, in avoiding the mud, 
as my lord did a bad one in his, in running 
into it. On the contrary, difputing with a 
vaftly fuperior, is as imprudent in another 
light; as "he well faw, who gave up his 
rigbtnefs in the argument to yiugujfus*s 
wrofignefs^ • becaufe,* fays he, * I will not 
contend with a man who can call forty le- 
gions to prove him in the right." 
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. thi nu$M n^tjkti^ hi frightful when $nft JeMt. 

Popi. 

^ A Lady's beauty is dear to her in 

jLjL whatever fituation,* fays St. Evri^ 

mond^* even in fickncfs ; and if her'fickncfs 

is fuch as to occaiion her death, her laft 

groan 



( 289 ) 

. groan will not be fo much for the lofing her 
life as her beauty.** 

•• Mrs. Burn/i^ daughter of dean Staffs 
lope^^ was a lovely woman : when (he died« 
worn out with a long and .painful ficknefs, 
in .her laft faintings, as they rubbed her 
temples with Hungary water, flie begged 
them not^ for * that it would make her hair 
grey.*' Lady Lucy. 

* Mifs Siaftbopit equally diftinguUhcd for her bdauty^ 
wit, good-humour* nnging» &c. ufed to be frequently 
at lady Lucy%t when my father fupped, for man/ 
years, every Friilay with Sir Berktley^ at which time 
he paid her a tranfitory poetical compliment, entitled 
Jiy a marritd man. She afterwards married bifhop 
Iiurntt*i cldeil fon, who fell in love with her. It was 
a \txy advantageous match for her^ and he a molfc 
agreeable and worthy man ; but A1C9 having a prior 
attachment^ which could by no means uke place* 
pined in thought, and died. 
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jfiU Urd nimi phnfiJ to kill us^ hi mifutd nM havi, 
,ricm>td 4 humi offtring and 4 mtahoffmng at our^ 
'bands/ Jvogb8» 13. sj, 

AS did that fooHrti tyrant, James II, 
who had the unfeeling cruelty to re* 
ccivc his nephew, the poor duke of Morh 
mouthy at his feet, when condemned to death ; 
^nd then, after hearing his fubmiflion and 
fupplications^ to fend him away to be be-* 
headed: which barbarous abfurdity, per- 
haps, cod: him his crown ; for if Monmouth 
had been living, there would have been a 
party, which could never have been ftrong 
cnougli to have hurt JafiieSy but would have» 
fo divided the intcreft of WiUiam^ that he 
could not have made any confiderable fi- 
gure, nor would probably have attempted 
an invafion. 
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^ TTf THEN felons, in queen Am^s war; 
V V were pardoned for tranfportation^ 
tn4 fent to Flanders for recruits, the duke 
of ' Marlhrougb ufed to fay, * Why did they 
not hang them at home ? They only givo 
me the trouble to do it here." 

I do not know whether lord chief juftice 
RayptoniPs maxim (and he was a very goodw 
natured man) was not the beft, * Never to 
pardon a firft offence at all/ for rogues cer«* 
tainly never correft themfelvesj partly bc- 
caufe it is their natural bent y and becaufe in-* 
deed when they are once in this courfc, they 
cannot get out, as having now no other em^ 
ployment, nor being able to get into any^ 
as they have loft their charot^er, and whae 
is, if poflible, ftill more irrecoverable^ be- 
X a ing 
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ing out of the train of induftiy, and the fet 
of people who could bring them into it 
again. But then mercy, as it is called, hath 
this cruel efFcftj that the almoft certain 
hope of being pardpned the lirft crime, 
draws in numbers of the unwary to com- 
, mit fuch, as promifing themfelvcs fecurity 
for that i whereas, without this decoy they 
plight have been terrified from the approach 
to a wretched crooked-lane, a ctdde fac^ that 
has a tempting entrance, but no exit at all# 

Perhaps this moft plaufible qfuality, that 
we call mercy, might, upon a drift and 
accurate fcrutiny, come out a fplehdid vice j 
and would be found to be only the turning 
loofc a parcel of rafcals to prey a little 
longer on the innocent and induftrious.— 
All that can be indeed reafonable in this 
dazzling notion of mercy, which is the par* 
doning a criminal, and giving him an oppor* 
tunity to repent and become an ufeful mem* 
ber of the fociety, inftead of cutting him 
'off at once, is, and can be, only built on 
fome favourable circumftances that make 
fuch his future conduft likely ; but this is 
' not mercy, it is juftice, it is what he has 
a right to ; if there are no fuch, what we 

arc 
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arc plc^fed to give out for mcrqr, is a mere, 
ungrounded and arbitrary partiality, and an 
unwarrantable indulgence of our own child* 
i(h compafTion; or irlfc of our vanity, to 
obtain a chara£tcr of good-nature and hu- 
manity, at the expcncc of the public, whom 
we expofe to a fort of decimation, and to 
take their chance wherever the criminal-s 
nejct malignity or want may happen to 
light ; fuch mercy is on the fame footing 
and principle as the fparing a mad dog, 
which it is the intcrcft, and right, of a whole 
village or town to )iave knocked on the 
head* 

** King Charles II. pardoned a man of 
quality, who had killed his antagoniil 
in a duel, bafely \ this was the aftion of a 
mild and merciful prince, and he was 
praifed accordingly for this * moft fhining 
jewel in his crown.* Some time after, thi? 
fame perfon having murdered another, lord 
Rocbejler faid to him ; * It was not my 
lord — ^ but your majefty, that killed thi^ 
man.*' My father. 

. XS LXXXIX. 
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■ ■ mi l f^i0 nii rfdi^ifrhrif 

fioii«Ep*I. 7.'9Jf 

•* TV /TR* ^^w^^.pafling by one day, 4 
iVX porter reding himfclf, with his 
load by him, grban<!4 aIoud» and ^ wifhed 
he had five hundred pounds.* ^ Why,* fays 
^empeji^ ^ i will give you five hundred 
pounds, and now what will you do with it ?* 
^ Oh,* fays the porter, * I will foon tell you 
what I will do with it : Firft, I will have a 
pint of ale, and a foaft and nutmeg, every 
morning for my brcakfaft.* * Well, and 
what time will you get up ?* * Oh, I have 
been ufed to be up at five or fix o'clock, io 
I will do that now/ • Well, what will yon 
do after breakfaft ?* ^ Why, I will fetch a 
walk till dinner,* * And what will you have 
for dinner?* * Why, I will have a good 
dinner-, I will have good roaft and boiled 
beef, and fome carrots and greens — and I 
will have a full pot every day — and then I 
will fmoke a pipe.* * Well, and then, per- 
haps you will take a nap/ ^ May be I 

may 
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ility>^MiO| I will not take a nap'; I will 
fetch another w>lk 'till fupper/ ^ Well, 
and whatwill.you have for fupper?' ^Whjr, 
I do not know — ^I will have more beef, if 
I am a hungry % or clfc I will have a fFelJb 
rabbit, and another full pot of beer/— 

* Well, and then ?• .• Why tlurn I will go 
to bed, to be fure/* Well, but will not you 

hiave a wife too ?* * Oh, d n it, matter, 

1 have got one.* * Pray how much now 
may you earn a week by your bufincfs ?^ 

* Why, mafter, I can make you eighteen 
(hillings a week/ — * Why, will not you be 
tired now, do you think, after a little while, 
in doing nothing every day ?* * Why, I do 
not know, mailer, I have been thinking 
fo/ * Well then, let me propbfe a fcheme 
to yoii/ * With all my heart, mafter.'— 

* ,Why, you can do all this every day, as 
you are, and employ your time into the 
bargain. * Why, really fo I can, mafter, 
I think, and fo take your 500I. again, and 
thank you/* 

This honeft fellow (who was much wifer 

than Pyrrbus on a like occafion) determined^ 

as I believe would for the moft part ht 

done, if people were carefully and unbi-» 

X 4 affcd 



affcd to weigh on both fid^. They would 
find that providence wa? their bcft friend^ 
in not curdng their Ihort-fighted fchemcs 
with compliance; as Jupiter^ in that fine 
fable, did Semele^ who faw Jier wifli in. onq 
view only, b^it did ngt confidcr that thq 
f bright inflamed embrace* which was only 
|he * glow of divine pafTion* for a gpddefs, 
(which her fond loyer tempered as much as 
pofllble to her bearing) would fcorch up 
a mortal to a cinder. Ovid. Met ^ 



^d di jwftti n/irOf it cui dleas^fttpi videto. 

V • Hor.Ep.I. i8'.68. 

SOLOMON advifes us, f Not^to curfq 
the king in the hearing of the fowls of 
the air;* {Ecclef. X. 20.) and Marcus An* 
toninus fays, * We fhould not bl^mc the 
aftions of the great, even in our own hear* 
ing/ {Refle£t. VIII.) Thefeto be Hire; but 
* it is ridiculous to make an enemy, at any 
rate, wantonly, and in gaiety of heart, be- 
caufe there is no man fo infignificant at pre- 
fcnt, but may come, by the frequent rota- 

tioni 
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tioiiy and tofs of things, td be a moft uic« 
ful friend,' or pernicious cAemjr ; none cvc0 
repented the not having made a fcverc joke 
on another, but thoqfands and thoufands 
have, and bitterly, the having made fuch, 
where they little dreamed, at the time, of 
ever hearing of it again. They often hap^ 
pen unluckily too in a private party, as one 
may call it, of raillery ; for want of know- 
ing the whole of the company, efpecially if 
a large one, and what connections may hap« 
' peri to be among them. 

f^ When the famous Grotius was ambaf« 
fador in France^ from Cbriftina queen of 
Szveden^ his lady, who was a woman of in-» 
. finite merit,* happening to be very large of 
perfon, a young fellow of quality feeing her 
in the circle, and not knowing her, turned 
to another young gentleman who flood next 
^ him, and afked him, * If he knevv who that 
great Flanders mare was ?* * Yes, Sir,* faid 
he, f it is madame the ambafladrefs of Swe* 

^^/i, and my mother." My father i The 

ftory of Sir Samuel Garth*s blunder upon 
blunder of this kind is well kaown. 



• Seep. 15s. ' [ 
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. ^ A famous Sfamfly prcather, mkking the | 
dogy of St. Rocb on his fefUval^ at this 
faint^s great church at Cadiz^ in prefence of 
a great number of French oHiccrs, as well as 
the conful and merchants of that nation, af* 
ter having laid himfelf out in the moil: ex* 
travagant and romantic praifes of his fub- . 
jcftj to a crowded audience of the firft dif- 
tindtion, as well natives as foreigners, and 
quite exhaufted all his eloquence, clofed thd 
whole with this apoftrophe to his hearers j 
* Yes, gentlemen^ all that I have been fay* 
ing to you in honour of this great faint, 
and whatever I could ftill add, is fo infi^ 
nitely beneath his merits^ that I could not 
hefitate a moment to place him at the left 
hand (the place of honour in Spain) of the • 
incomparable St. Jago^ our glorious apoftlc 
and patron (that is to fay, above all the 
other faihts in paradife) but that, by a mis- 
fortune that is altogether irreparable, he 
was born z gavacb^'^ {xhzx. is, a fcoundrcl) of 
a Frenchman. Let us humbly thank God^ 
that he hath vouchfafed us the honour to be . 
born Spaniards.*^ VAhbat. Voy. T. I. p. 378. 

* Of the contemptuous import of this wordr fee 
Sltveni'i Spanijb Diahnary^ and V Abbot* Voj. T. I. p. ' 

St. Roch 
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. 5/. Rccb^^u only foti of the lord of 

MontpelUtr and many other ample foyereign*- 
ties, all which, on his father's death, hp 
fold, and gave to the poor. 

This learned orator was of the opinion of 
•* a great lady, who told the biftiop of Ox/bri 
(Seeker) in a vifit he riiade her as his parifh- 
ioner, how much fhe had been fcandalilcd 
at an exprefTion in his lad fermon, by 
which he feemed to intimate, as if * the 
poorcft wretches would be admitted to as 
high and exalted a place in paradiie as peo- 
pie of quality j nay, and even on certain 
conditions, might rank above them •/ which 
he infilling ftill upon, her grace told him, 
* he might e*en keep his places to himfelf 
andthis friends, for her." 

By the way, this ^* St. Rocb was born by 
a particular grace and favour of heaven ; 
for. his noble parents, not having been fo 
happy as to obtain an heir, after many, 
prayers and pilgrimages •, his good mother 
' came one day to his father, who, it fcems^ 
had given over all tlioughts of this kind, 
though (he had not, (as men are often over- 
impatient if things do not anfwerjuft to 

their 
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their mindy and as foon as they pxpeA) and 
told him * She had herde the yois of fin 
angcU, faycng, O Libera (that was her name) 
God hath herde thy prayers, and thou Ihalt 
receive of him grace of thy pety tion ; and 
anone Ihc went to her hulbande, and told 
him as fhe had herde of the angcU, and 
thene they hereof joyfully accomplyfliid 
th* adt of matrymony, and (he conccy vid.** 
Saints Uves^ Caxtofiy folio^ 135. 



XCI. . 

TWO great critics, Plutarch and Cicerpf 
differ diametrically in their judgments 
ofthatceIebr;ited thovght of Hegejtas accor- 
ding to one, and Tim^eus according to the 
other, on the accident of Diana's famous 
temple at Epbefus being burnt the fame 
night in which Alexander was born \ " that 
it was no wonder, fince this Goddefs was 
abfent from home at the labour of Olym* • 
pias.^^ Cicero fays, that ** this thought is 
extremely genteel and delicate,** and P/«- 
tarcb^ that " it is cold .enough to have ex- 

tinguiftied 
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tcmguifhed the fire; Mex. p. 6. (VL) whicli 
ivflcftion of Plutnrcb himfelf is, in my opi- 
nion, as cold as the other could poffibljr 
be^ However, men of .fenfe do not fo 
much differ from one another often, as theyr 
at firft feem to do, and rather take their 
view of the fame objedk from a different 
iland. The thought is pretty, and rather 
quaint, as Gcero fays, Concinni^ ut multa^ 
i'mauSy qui cum in bijlorid dixijjet^ &c. and 
would have been very agreeable and proper^ 
if faid off^-hand in company, and fo made 
no more of. 

Siif nunc nomrai its Uctts. 

H§r. J. P. 19. 

It was certainly altogether out of it$ 
place, and, as Plutarch^ I fuppofe, meant, 
very judicioufly, unworthy of a writer of 
hiftory 5 furely he betrayed and degraded 
the grave and fevtre majefty of his fubjeft,- 
" Siiplo and Lalius^ making ducks and 
drakes alone in the country, once in their 
lives, was delightful ; it would have been 
ridiculous and odious in the fenate-houfe.'* 
Clc. de Orat. II. 

XCII. 
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!^ A N cnpging appearance is a !Ictter of 
X\ recommendation/ faid queen Ija^ 
teUa. We muft have an indifferent opi- 
nion of the friends we do not know of 
that mani^ whoTe friends we do know we 
have a bad opinion of. We (hall certainly 
form our judgment of a man, and his com^ 
pany too, by that part of it that we know. 

** Cardinal Bejfarion^ aflifting at fome ca- 
nonizations at Rome of fome perfons, whofe 
lives and charaftcrs he had been acquainted 
with, and knew that they were altogether 
unworthy of the high honour of this fpiri^ 
tual knighthood •, and, if they had had their 
deferts, would have been fcnt to another 
place, cried out, * that thefe new faints 
made him doubt of the old ones/ * yiffe cbe 
quefti fanti modem mi fanno ajffai dubitar delH 
pajfati.'^ Bodin Meib. Hifi. c. 4; Applica* 
ble to thofe, I think, very indifcreet divines, 
if fincere, who are fo angry at Middleton*s 
Letter from Rome^ and other v^orks; in 
which he endeavours to pare away fome of 

the 
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the new grafts and fuckers that weaken the 
genuine tree, and might, in tinie, go a great 
way towards* withering it. Such are not 
very bad papifts, but very good proteftanu 
Qn their principles. 

Is there not reafon to believe, that theic 
fcrupulous people are in the fituation of 
their prcdcccflbrs, who ** reproached TtU 
lotfon^ for whipping the protejlants en thepa^ 
pijfs backs f * What had they to do there ?• 
faid the divine prelate/* 



XCIII. 

^' Saer$ dtgnajilintio. 

THERE is nothing more ill-bred, nojC 
to fay barbarous and brutiih, thaq 
thofe unnecefTary noifes of all kinds in pub« 
lie audiences, that diflipate the general ats 
tention, and obllruft the fpeaker^ which 
nuifance is above all remarkable in chur«^ 
chcs, chieHy during fermon, and moftly by 
far in the city, where it never fails to tear 
the thread of reafoning in the moft ferioua 
and important enciuirics. 
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But drivifar ofih harhtrous dljfonanti* 

' Stralo fays, that ** the ancient Bracbmans. 
demanded fo fevere an attention of their 
difciples, that if any bne not only fpoke, 
but even hawked, nay but fpate, he was 
obliged to retire from the aflcmbly for tliat 
day, as a loofe and intemperate perfon." 

" 5/. Martin faying mafs, as he was turn- 
. ing himfelf toward the people to pronounce 
' fche Dominusvobifcum^ burft out a laughing ; 
the congregation were all aftonifhed at fo 
ftrange an indecency in fo holy a perfon ; 
and crowded about the faint, that he might 
fatisfy them, who anfwered them in this 
manner i * As I was intent, faid the good 
man, on the facrifice, my eyes were forci- 
bly called off for fome time by obfcrving 
the devil writing down the tittle tattle of 
the women during the fervice on a large 
(kin of parchment, and how, when he had 
filled it all, and came to the bottom, he 
took it between his teeth and ftretchcd it 
out; but the women ftill going on, be 
could not make room enough, and fo pul- 
ling with all his ftrcngth, the parchment 

tore 
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tore in halfy and he ^nocked his h^d agalnft. 
the pillar he leaned on ;* and when he faw 
this he could not forbear burfting out intol** 
a loud laugh." JDu Cbat^ note on Rabelaisi^ 
Gargant. I. 6i ' /. • 

\ • ••.;• ... ,» 
This is one of thofe pious frauds that 
teerc very much in fafliiion in the early^ 
churchy and fhows withal the tafle of 
thoie dark ages. *^ Much more bold was 
that of St. Jerome^ who^^ writes a long 
letter to a certain Eujiochium^ a lady of qua* 
iity, whom he had long endeavoured^ by 
all the argurpents he could think of, to de- 
ter from reading the prophane authors^ and 
apply herfelf wholly to that of the fcrip-; 
ture, and the writings of the chriftian bi- 
fhops ; that he himfelf had been greatly in ' 
that tafte, and had read with infinite pleafure 
the noble poets, hiftorians, and orators of 
antiquity y but that he had received di- 
vers warnings in his fleep againft this , 
praftice To unworthy of a chriftian man^ 
without having given due attention to 
thefe heavenly impulfes, *till at length hci 
dreamed that ati angel threatened him, with 
a terrible look and angry voice, if he 
ftill perfifted in his difobedience, and that 
Y even 



t9tn nbw he gaV« hirtl a moUt fe^ctt tc6txrgi 
ingy and that he had but too fenfible proofs 
that this was not a mere illufion of his fan^^ 
cff fince when he awaked in the morning 
he was all over full of ftripes, and the bed 
fwam-with blood.* This he calls God to 
wicnefs the ftrift truth of, as he fhall an* 
fwer any the lead prevarication on fo fo- 
lemn an appcal> when he fhalt (land before 
him at the day of judgihent.** A copy of 
this letter he fends to ianother. friend, and 
defu^s him to read it attentively, as one of 
the fined inftances of ftyle and oratory that 
he had produced, and which had its defired 
efFedt upon the perlba for whom it was com- 
pofed. Thefe letters are both publiflied at 
length in DaiUs^s life of the Fathers^ ahd 
which I only quote by memory after more 
than twenty years. I remember Dr. l%//w^()iii 
bifhop of Efyy feeing this book at our houfe 
told nly father, * He thought the author 
had pretty fufficiently proved they were of 



atjciv^ m 
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" ' it/i^irmn dfkrtiu 9t f^fubUcanitaJkrimsi * 
' M. jtunl. 0f. yulimt. Galticatt. ^iuAvid. Caffi t, i« 

'* rip Hfi great prince of (iojfiii ha4 
^ JjL a fellovir brought before him tod 
accufed of having been taken in the faft o£ 
criminal converfatlon with a he-goat» Tho 
prince, in the firft tranfport of indignation^ 
ordered him immediately aiyay to the gib- 
bet % but, as he was carrying off, bethought 
himfelf to enquire into his charafter a^ a foU 
dier which every one extolled as being very 
regular and ftridt in point of difcipline, and 
having behaved well, and even gallantly, oii 
feveral occafions«, fo the prince put hii 
hand up to his forehead, and rubbing his 
temples for fome time in a fort of mufe^ 
then fuddenly ftarted, and ftroking hia 
whifkers, faid : * If this fellow is a good 
foldier, and performs the duties of his pro* 
felTion, and fcrves us well, I dp not fee 
y a ' ^ha^ 



What we have to do with his amours/ and 
fent to ftop the execution." My father. 

" There Wis a fbldier of this fort in jlUx^ 
akJer^s army, who got himfelf put into the 
mufter of old men and invalids that were 
fent home j but as he was a very ufcfuj fel- 
low, and well known in the army, jtlexati'^ 
der was foon informed of the trick, and that 
it was only to follow a girl of whom he was . 
fond, who was alfo returning with others 
on this occafion \ fo AUxander^ enquiring 
firft, what this young woman was, whom 
he found to be a courtefan, but no flave \ 
lent for the man, and told him, ^ Honed 
friend, I Ihall be very glad to ferve you in 
this amour, if we can but be put into any 
way, either by intreaties or prefents, to 
hinder her from leaving us ; for, as Ihe is a 
. free- woman, I cannot force her to flay ; fo 
bethink yourfclf, and let me know, that we 
may confult together.*' Plutarch^ iliexandn^ 
/. 98. (VI-), . , ,; • 

Jlexander^ with that good-nature which is 
natural to a noble open mind, never thought 
of the deceit, and defertion, but of the me- 
rit and ufcfulnefs, of (he man only } whereas 

there 
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diere is a cei!tain malignity in little minds^ 
that will condemn a Jefs fault, and per- 
haps merely private* and overlook more 
effential and univerfal qualities. 

The generous fpirit of Jilexander reminds 
m? of a: like one, ^ of another ibldier, and^ 
a brave one too, and an honed, man; he 
Ihewed me a fine pifture that he had bought^ 
lie faid, in the fouth of France^ out of a 
convent % and when I fidmired it, as I 
thought it deferved, ^ How much do you 
think I gave for lU Mr. Ricbardfon? ^Nay/ 
faid I, ^ general, I do not know, but, to be 
fure, a good handfome price/ *By G — ^, 
faid he, ^ no more than a bottle of cham* 
paigne, and a whore for the &ther-guar«' 
dian.* * You condefcendcd, then, general; 
at leaft to pimp for. his reverence/ ^ Oy, 
for the church, Mn Ricbardfon-^lf I caa 
be of feryice to any friend of yours wlio 
has that honour, I defire you would recom^ 
ffiend me," General Guije^ ' ' 

Ts '-. xcy,sed 
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ffk mfpifl uni prti 4* amour frfri^ qui m M fiOftif^ -i 
^■'\ MtpasA/aii^iJh'f * ^ 

"-i ..'•'. . • ' . "■.• ■■:> ;::.-• -• - -'.' 

« ^ATO the cfcnfor faid,-he fliould pre* 

V^ fcr a wife of a noble family to a 

f ich one % bccaufe, though they would both 

be proud and haughty, yet, the generous 

, pride of the noble would» more probably, 
be a guarantee of her good and worthy 
conduft, from a decent and all-virtuous 
ihame of condefcending to any behaviour 
that was unworthy of her noblencfs of 
birth and education ; whereas the wealth of 

^ theother would rather be an incitement to 
4 vile conduft, as it would be a means to 
brave it out." Pluf. Cato Cenf. (Ill,) p. 456, 

I had much rather have to do with a 
man's pride than his avarice j one will in- 
duce him to do a thoufand didioncft or 
mean aftions •, the other will keep him from 
^oing any, J Jikc what was faid of a very 

con-* 



^onfiderable'mah in hii way^ and Itirerf 
friendly one, Ncurfif the furgcon^ that *• he 
was fo proud a fellow, that he would fee 
his patients d— ^«- before he would keep 
them in hand, or do any little dirty tjicka 
in his profcflion/* One, perhaps, may pro- 
voke my vanity, but the other will picl(: 
my pockeL 



3?:cyi/ , 

^f miii fiffh fU0 fotltjiem^ $m ^tue Mm wli auiitU ' 
■ ' K^n tu 4uum malum aquo dnim9 fins P ^ 

Ti ii« An n* V. 4* 1 7* 

THOSE who can give "a 5eft cannot a|« , 
ways take one j and indeed the vcrjf- 
«xpcrtnefs at this weapon is a fort of con- 
fequence of the nice feeling of its fliarpnefi. 
No one was ever more tender and fore to 
raillery than P<^^, who was fo great a maf- 
tcr of it, nor confequcntly more refentful^ 
too flrong a proof of this was his long af- 
fair with Cvlley QlAer^ whom he could ne- 
ver forgive his treatment of himfclf and 
friends on occafion of their 7bree Hours af^ 
Ur Marriage^ and which at lafl: (as his rul- 
Y 4 inj 



^ng paflion grew proportionably'ftrongery 
^8 moft of the others which had fhared with 
it dropped ofF one by one, and his conftitu- 
tion was impaired) drew him into great and 
even fatal indifcretions, which afTcded not 
only his bodily health, but the reputation 
of perhaps, his moft excellent work, by the 
abfurd alteration of the //fro, and rendpr* 
ing it by that means no more of a piece, 

*• The great -Ccnde n^ade it one of his 
principal divcrfions to difcovcr, and play 
off, other people's ridicule with his tvyp 
leaux efpriiSy the count de Miojfens and St. 
Eynmond. This laft happening one day 
to aflc the firft, in the gaiety of his heart, 
after parting from the priqce, ^ Whethef 
he did not believe that his highncfs, who 
Was fo clear-fighted in difcovcring the ri- 
dicule of others, had himfelf his ridicule V 
and diverting themfelyes and their friends 
' with this tickliifR fubjedt -, the prince hear- 
ing of it (as thefe things generally come 
round) would never forgive pither of them, 
'but diftanced the count, and took away the 
other's captainfliip of his guards."-— JD« 
fdaizeaux^ yie de St. Evrmondy p. i6. 

Probably* 



X 313 ) 

> Probably the . pnnte did not Aippofe^ 
trom jthis refentment, that he could not 
take a jeft as well as any otherman, but he 
faw'no joke in it« The fame thing has a. 
very different appearance in two fweral per* 
fons, when I myfclf am one of them; Self- 
love is an excellent chymift in extradking and 
evaporating all the; ridicule here. Somebody 
faid, Vthe eye was made to look forward^ 
not backwafd/. _^ 

" Father Petre undertook to convert the 
duke of Buckingham to popery ; and amoifg 
Other arguments, that he wa^ prepared yrith, 
fet out with this, which thcfc cafuifts coixv- 
monly urge, and which, attacking the ima- 
gination in its weakqft part, fear, draws in 
many filly people j f we,* faid the good jfr/uif^ 
I* deny that any one can poflibly be faved, out 
of oiir church, your grace allows that our 
people may be faved.' * No, curfe ye,' faid 
fhe duke, * I make no doubt but you will 
be all damned to a man.* The reverend 
father ftarted, and faid gravely, *,Sir, I can- 
not argue with a perfon fo Void of all cha- 
rity/ * I did not expeft, my reverend fa« 
thcr,' faid the duke calmly, * fuch a re- 
proach from you, whofc whole reafoning 
" , f ' with 



< 3»4. ) 

%Ith me wu founded on the very fame In- 
ftance of want of charity in yourfclf/ A 
man muft be unreafonable indeed, who re« 
fufes to take his own money back again in 
exchange. 



•/'"^ Ad iXirmumJlmilisJlhi.^''''^ 

Hon* A. P» 954; 

1.^ --•:..: r„ ; . /. • . r .. ' 

« . /V friend of mine (Mn Richard Crai 
,; Jljl i^^ntt^ ) as M^e were at table (at the 
A£/r^ with the Rcyal Society) had fome con- 
ceit come into his head on the fubje£b they 
were upon, and his face beginning to fimit 
mer with it, the pcrfon he was going to dif- 
charge it tipon (Mr. archdeacon Squire f ^ 
obferved it, arid was before-hand with him, 
and faid the fame thing. * Plague on yoii,' 
faid Graham^ • you have fmuggled my 
joke." 

- • " This word was ufed in a like happy 
jnanner by the count de Grammonty who had 

• S)xmyof o{ fFefiminfier-hriifii. 
'\ AAexwards biibop of Su DaviiTu 

been 
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been a great liberttnc» and being now on h!s 
death»bed, as all thought, the king fent the 
marquis Dangeau^ a famous devotee of thole 
times, to talk with him of God, The 
countefs de Grammont was fitting on the bed- 
fide, alfo a profefled devotee, and who had 
before been perpetually teafing her hu(ban$| 
with repentance. So, after the king's de* 
vote had been haranguing him for fome , 
time, he turned to his wife, and faid,* 
• Countefs, if you don't look about you^ 
Oangeau will fmugglc my converfion*,**- 
St. Evrmond^ T. V. p; 196, The ruling 

pafllon keeps on to i\\t Jaft monfient. * ' 

." ' . , ... * ' ■ * 

. <• ■ ■ 

St. Evremoni (who was a wit by jprofef. 
fion) would have been • glad to be dead,^ 
he fays, * to have gone Off with that hon 
mt.^ It is a fign he had lived a great : 
while in England^ * where,' he fays, • they 
cxccll all the world in dying.f 

^.Cwnujfe^ fi nfwt n^y frmm garJe^ Hanpau nnm$ 
tfcamter^ ma converfion^ . 

t i« ATk^o{% /urfaffeni Uuta ks nations i monriri 

-Vt*^ ^"^^'"^"^^ vwirri// ^mpuriff fays fomebody.-^ 

♦* No people ia the world have fuch a vivacity in dyinfe 

' XCVIIL 
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•{ Ij Vufpiifi dUiirl^nm €9if^ ndarfuii if/umi 

{• YSr. jR«i/rfi^tf told Dr. Meai, * Afe^^, I 
JL/ love you, and now I will tell you 
a fure fecret to make your fortune ; ufe all 
mankind jlL* And it certainly wis his own 
pra£tice. He owned he was avaricious even 
to rpunging, whenever he any way could, 
at a tavern-freckoning a fix-pence or fhil- 
ling, among the reft of the company, un- 

• der pretence of • hating (as he ever did) to 

• change a guinea, becaufe, (faid he) it flips ' 
ftway fo faft.* He could never be brought 

to pay bills without much following and 
iinportunity \ nor then, if there appeared 
any chance of wearying them out. — A pa^ 
viour, after long and fruitlefs attempts, 
caught him juft getting out of his chariot 
at his own door, in Bloofn/bury-fquare^ and 
fet upon him. * Why you rafcal,' faid the 
doftor, * do you pretend to be paid for 
fuch a piece of work ; why you have fpoile4 
jny pavement, and then covered it over 

with 



earth«to hide your bad work/ • Doftor,^ 
faid the paviour % * mine is not the only bad 
work that the earth hides/ * You dog you/ 
faid the xlodor, • are you a wit ? You muft 
be poor, come in %* and paid him,*' Doff or. 
Mead. • \ . . ..... - 

As for his maxim of * ufing mankind ill^f 
he was right. The generality are bulliesV 
and if you do not biiUy them, they, will 
bully you ; and the boldeft buUyer hath the 
faircft chance of carrying it. 

' Yet,' no body ever praftifed this rule 
Icfs than doctor A&ad (who told me him-, 
fclf the ftory) and who, as I have been inV 
formed by great phyficians, 'got as much, 
again by his pradtice as doftor Radcliffe didj 

But, it is alfo true, that his ufing them* 
fo well, caufed him to be infamoiifly ill 
ufed, by fome who had had the greateft; 
obligations to him. ; > . ..; • i 
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\::-.;... /.:..-: -^ : . .< :::•/■ :■* -. • '• ^• 

WiE are vciy feycre. upon thofc vU 
ices that we have no taftc for, or 
are Jiot our favourites, and this helps to 
pay for thofe that are* We make a merit 
of abftaining from thofe difhes we do not 

* like, or have been furfcited with, but arc 
very gluttons on what particularly hies our 
palate. Self-love is never at a lofs. ^^ A 
poor tame fellow of a German pietift who 
yras my firft fchool-mafter, and got drunk 
every night, was perpetually preaching to 
us the efficacy of grace. • Do you think,* 
£ud he once, * if it was not for grace, that 
I would n6t go to bawdy-houfes, and ravifii 
my neighbours daughters ?• There were two 

. very jpretty girls at the next door, whom, it 
fh'ould feem by this little opening, that the 
poor man had had a muzzy conceit about, 
in his cups perhaps. * No,* faid I, * I be- 
lieve you would not, whether you had grace 

or 
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or no, Sir/ I remember even now hoir I 
looked over his infipid perfon. So, in a 
rage, he took up the poor little boy, and 
whipped him, / becaufe,' hefaid, ^he fiivn; 
thefcedsof atheifm^in hinu** ' . 

^Alexander the Great (for, if he pleaies^ tT 
will join him witK honeft Mr, JVegen^ they, 
are much upon a footing now) ordered tw6 
of his Macedonians^ who had ravifiied fomo 
foldiers wives of his allies, .to be executed 
with the utmoft feverity, * as wild beafts^* 
faid he, ^ and born for the deftruftion of 
men ; for, as for me% he went on, ' I would 
not fo much. as fee the wife of DarittSy nor 
even fufFered any bodyto talk of her beauty 
in my prefence." This noble cafuift could fee 
the crime of thofe paflTions from which he 
himfelf was exempt, but made no reflefbioit 
upon his own eradicating a portion of man-» 
kind, and murdering friend and foe, foQ 
iimbition and drunkennefs. 
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NOTHINO IS like pcrfiftirife let yOui» 
raufe be what it wilL " I remem- 
ber AV/^ . the. journalift* being one evening 
engaged in a^ inetaphyfical difpute of two 
or threeon? a fide, one of his antagonifts 
faidy in^he coui'fe of his argument, to one 
of thofe of his party, * God is omnipotent 
and omnifcient/ P/// turned, in the warmth * 
ofdi/pute, to. his friend, and, holding up 
' his hand before him, criedj * Don't allow 
it, don't allow it;' when .every body burft 
Qiit into a .laughter,^ and put an end to the 
queftion, by waking all the difputants to 
common fenfe/* . . 

** Archtdamasj king of Spartd^ once afkcd 
Tbucydides^ the Mlefiatty wlio had been for* 
mefly for many years the great concurrent 
of PericleSy who then governed jithens, head- 
ing the oppofite faftion, * which of them 
iSwo Was, in his honed opinion, the better 
wreftlcr ?• He only gave him this anfwer, 

* when 
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^ when I have given htm the Teireft fall th 
the world, he maintains it to all the by^ 
danders that lie it not under met and in^ 
fi(b upon it, 'till he has brought them all 
over to his opinion, though they fee me 
iippermoft." Plut. PeritUsj (11.) p. 109/ 

♦ 

Therefore, becaufe he would be uppers 
moft, he was uppcrmoft ; out-convi^iog 
convi&ion itfcif by pcrfevcrance. Crcde 
quodbabes^ ^ hahesy or if you ,can, make 
others believe. A hardy and inflexible 
pcrfeverance aftonilhes and difconcerts your 
prey, as the rattle-fnake, that keeps jftaring 
with his eyes ftedfaftly fixed on the bird. in 
the tree, with an impudent rattling of his 
tail, 'till it begins to faulter, then tremblje^ 
And at laft drops into his mouth. 



. ' CI. 

iham •1/chtI Jila fuh noHe fir nmhrami 

V111c.iEK.Vi.26S. 

^* TT is better to be in ah error, after *le- 

X rious enquiry, than to be right by 

chance,*' laid Dr. Herrin^y afterwards arch- 

Z ' biihop 
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bifhop of Canterhuty^ in a fcrmbft . at Sti 
James^% chapel, that the Rev. Dr, Mien 
heard, and was particularly (truck with 
this candid fentiment and expreffion* 

Kothing is more common, than for people 
to fuppofe they believe what they adtually 
do not i becaufe, whatever is properly belief 

• is *• an aflent given to a propofition, of which 

, we either at once fee, or think we fee, the 
iruth ; or, after having carefully examined 
into, find various degrees of reafon to give 
our aflent to, according as the arguments for 
it appear to us/* But what is commonly cai« 
led, and only fuppofed to be, belief, is no- 
thing more than an indolent or timorous ac- 
quiefcence in what we have been told is 

.truth from, our infancy, or otherwife; 

,. which falfc and fraudful fcnfc of belief is. 

' merely local and accidental ; and the fame 
who is a Cbrijlian here, would have been a 
JMabometiin^ born at Conjiantinople. Such 
do, indeed, like the fuperftitious /itbenians^ 
facrifice.to * an unknown God,* and, flill 
worfe, one whom they do not defire to 
know, but rather abufe, vilify, and dread 
thofe who have themfclvcs taken fincere 
and righteous pains, (as fuch is, above all 

things. 
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thingSy^ their duty) toknow^ and'Voaldl^ 
to their power, declare to them * him whom 
they ignorancly adore and worlhip/ . . . 



If . ' 



XM ex€itlniiMm lk§mhum vlnniim miiathne digidMt^ 
mu iftviiia pntitrtmt. • 
.' *• Cic. Philippic*. XIVii6« 

.J. ■ ';: 

NO man envies another wha( he is not 
himfelf confcious of wanting^ <noi^ 
he neither, if he have the fpiriti inltead of 
bemoaning himfelf, to \n\t hi3 utmoH: pow- 
ers in adlion to fupply fuch wanti 

•• Others expefted of thofe who profelTed 
themfelvcs their friends, that they fhould 
have no commerce of friendihip with them, 
whom they took to be their enemies, only 
ytilius Ce/ar gave all his their free liber- 
ty/* Cic. Ep. Fam. XI. a8. I fuppofe, hiai 
yaft and fuperior mailer- genius did not 
deign to envy, or be jealous of any one ^ 
therefore no man had fuch warm and con- 
ftant friends, as de nullo minus principe que-* 
run fur bomihesi qudni de quo maxime licet ^ 
Plin. Paneg. Trajan. 

2 4 "' • • "That 
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«• That was cxquifiec of JpetliSp who, 
fteing the fine works ofProtogenes at Rhodes^ 
and finding that (acconling to cuftom) htf 
was not efteemed in his own country9 in 
any proportion to his merit, dcfircd to 
know of him what he would a(k for a pic« 
ture to 'which he pointed, which he had 
juft finished ? Arid on modeft Protogenefs 
telling him an inconfiderable fum *, he im« 
mediately purchafed it himfclf, and gave 
him fifty talents ; and withal took care to 
'have it induftrioufly given out, that ^ he 
had bought it, in order to fell again, when 
he came home, as one of his own painting.'! 
P/r/f. XXXV. 10. 

That was a truly brave and independent 
genius, above envy and jealoufy; which 
qualities are always accufing themfelves, 
and betraying the littlenefs of mind to 
which they arc owing, that tpfofaSlo defeats 
its own.purpofe ; as it praiies and compli^ 
ments that very merit it apprehends and 
fears, and degrades its own, in the very 
inftance, while it is impotently driving to 

* See t fine ftory of Michael Jngela and RathatU 
of my father's telling, in my account of the pi&ures, 
ifec. tn halji p. 105> 9ixA Frtnch tiix. Vi IL p* 154. 

cxalti 
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txaltt or it leaft defend its prefent pltce^ 
But the allowing and honouring another^s 
merit makea the world more carelefs of it^ 
and rather excites its malignity and fcandal % 
this is the true way to heap coals of firo 
upon his head ^ whereas, when we refule 
others that honour which is plainly their 
due, and depreciate them, we only do by 
them, as by books that are ordered to be 
burned by the hands of the common hang* 
man, (the poft we give ourfelves on this 
occaflon !) which only makes them ten 
times more bought up and read ; and all. 
this too with a marvellous prejudice in their 
favour, as having been treated unjuflly; 
and undeferved fuffering does itfelf confer a 
dignity on the perfon, befides the natural 
love we have to contradift and oppofe rc*». 
ftraint of all kinds,, (for all perfecution i% 
fure to roufe the dormant fpirit of zeal and 
oppofition) and the jufticc with which we 
compliment our own fclf-lovc, in becoming 
the defenders of opprcflcd innocence and 
worth, 

*^ The duke of Marlhorougb^ at his death, 

left prince Eugene his fword ; the late lord 

Or/ord^ the minifter's fon, was with tho 

Z 3 princ?, 
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j^rince^ wlicn' this mark of hit great rivars 
final efteem was brought9 and prefented to 
him. He immediacely drew it, and, ma- 
Jcing a flourifli with it, faid, ^ Foi/i Fepie 
que fai fume par toute cettc Ungue guerrc.^^ 
$ir fVilliani Brown^ . 



•.*,.' •. . * ''".'• . . r 

, ^Vl avfofwjon deeU Ifi 4r«( tt^rt « h^huheefvr Gut* , 
. * * Scotch Prov. Dr. M, 

f* OQME officers drinkiri^/in one of their 
* O tents, with the chaplain of the regi« 
hient, the chaplain g«ive them for a toaft 
•^thc^'king of France.^ * What do you 
mean, doctor,' they all cried, * pur capital 
enemy!' * No matter for that,' faid the 
chaplain, • you live, by him.* After fomc 
little time, one of the officers drank to the 
chaplain, * Gome, doftor, here's your old 
friend, the devil.' * Dear colonel,* faid the 
doftor,* in fome flutter, * do you mean to 
affront me ?* * No matter for that, my dear 
doftor, faid the colonel, * you live by him/* 
JDr. Sandylands.^ 

« . ; CIV, "GE. 
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*« f^ ENER AL Guifi was invited to dm- 
vjr ncr ViXParis^ among other pcrfoii*^ 
pf rankf b/ cardinal Pp/(f w^r j who, in dif- ^ 
courfe^ often mentioned his holinefs with, 
great encomiunis. The honeil: refugee ge- 
neral coyld hold out no longer, and told 
his eminence, that * the pope w?s a hougrel*^ 
The cardinal, as it was at l^is own table^ 
pnly rofe and retired ; but another qf the 
guefts followed him, and faid, * his emi- 
nence need take no notice, for that the 
general was a very well meaning man, but 
^ little odd i* upon which tlie cardinal re^ 
turned to table, and, bowing to h^m, faiJ^ 
^ Monfieur a permijfton ds dire, tout ce ^u^il 
veuty^ Dr. Sandjlands. > 

** The Athenians once coming in a ri- 
otous manner into an aflembly at Sparta^ 
the Ephori ordered the heralds to proclaim, 
in the theatre itfelf, that * the Athenians^ in 
regard to the virtues of their anceftors, had 
the privilege to come into all their aflembliea 
drunk/V P/«f. . . • ; 

Z4 CV. "iGE. 
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?* I^Et^ffiRAL Gn/^ feolhg ov^r one 

^dtihg^ i-iw omeeif who was in the f^c vcA 
icU and, with his ufual. humanity, told 
him ^ he would ta]k^ care of hjm, and con^ 
duft him to Antivitpy where they were 
both gijiAg ; which he accordingly did, and 
then took leave of him. The young fellow 
was foott told, by other arch rogues that he 
happened to fajl in with, that * he mud 
rignalife himfelf by fighting fomc man of 
Icnown courage, or elfe he would be foon 
defpiled in the regiment.* The young gen- 
tleman faid, * he knew nobody but colonel 
GwTi, and he had received great obligations 
from him.* f It is all one for that,* they 
faid, * in thefc cafes, the colonel was the 
fitteft man in the world, every body knew 
his bravery;' Up comes the captain to 
him, as he Was ftalkittg about in the cofFee- 
houfe, and began, in an hefitating ftyle, to 
tell him • how much he had been obliged 
to him, and how fenfiblc*— —* Sir, I have - 
- ' ' ' ' done 
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done my duty, and no more.* < But, cblo^^ 
hel, faid he, faultering, ^ I am told I mufl: 
fight feme gentleman of known rtfolution^ 
and who has killed fcveral perfohs, and' 
that nobody'f— • Oh, Sir/ faid the cola* 
nel> interrupting him, ^ your friends do me 
too much honour ; but there is one* (poin- 
ting to a huge fierce-looking black fellovtr^ 
that was fitting at one of the tables) * who 
has killed half the regiment; he is ydur 
man.* . So, up he goes to him, and tells 
him, * he is well informed of his bravery, 
but, by G— , he niuft fight him/ * Who 
i. Sir ! I am Pral^ the apothecary/* • Dr. 
Sandj/landSf! 
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Ofiii a r$fui attditlwaji a ir»^«r#» 
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AUGUSTUS CAESAR, who had oW 
tained the empire by all the ways he 
could ; who hod fcrupled no rapine that 
could farther his ambition, nor any cruelty 
that might tend to the fecurity of his per* 
fon from the moft diftant poflibility of dan^ 
ger ; nor even what may be called a fort of 

poft- 
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pofthumoui cruelty; ^ of revenge for pad 
dangers ; when at length he found himfclf 
in adtual poflcflion of every thing, with the 
utmoft fecurity, endeavoured to make man- 
kind ibme amends, at Icafl: to obtain him^ 
Iclf a new charaftcr, now that he could do 
it without any pbflibility of hurting him-; 
fclf,. by juftice and mercy. 

But, ^ lead us not into temptation !' an 
unlucky" opportunity (opportunity, the de- 
vil's old inftrument, and that will never 
wear out !) fent him back to his original 
nature, like ^ Mfof% cat, who forgot fhc 
was a lady, and leaped at a moufe/ jEfop*s 
Fables. 



•* Ucmius^ a freed-man of Julius defar^ 
to whom Augujlus had given the government 
ef Gaul^ being convidled of having pill^iged 
the province, with the mod infatiablc ava- 
rice, and unfeeling opprcflion, and per- 
ceiving, from his mafter^s new character, 
that he would infallibly be condemned, bc-r 
fought him, by friends, to come to his' 
houfe j where, (hewing the emperor his im- 
xnenfc treafures, he faid to him, * My lord, 
I have coUeded all this with great affiduity 

and 
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ftrid zeal for ypu^ artd the coriimdn-wnflth'f 
which arc the fame r left: fuch great riches 
might have tempted the barbarians to an 
infur reft ion," Dion. LIV. p^ api. > The 
mild prince took the money, and forgave 
him the injuries hc hgd done to the Gauls. ; 

* ' * - « 

. Which reminds me of a ftory Ficaroni 
told me at RomCf of himfclf and Sir Andrew 
Founfaine^ , > 

^^ A rich old abbot had a noble collect 
tion of medals, that had been tranfmitted 
to him from his anceftors ; which, as he un«> 
derftood nothing of them, and was come 
to that time of life when, having no farther 
occafion for money, we love nothing el(e,, 
he wanted to part with. Ficaroni^ as being 
the pope's antiquary, was employed to get 
him a purchafcr; and he brought him Sir 
Andrni) fcuniaine^ who, he had before ac- 
quainted him, was a young EngUJh caval- 
Icro on his travels, who knew noching of 
medals himfelf, but had a mind to fhew 
away, like other raw young fellows of birth 
and fortune, when he came home, with i 
little bad vertu. This did very well ; but 
Ficaroni and Sir Andrew (who was one of 

the 
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thelceeneft nnrtmfi in Eurapij and but-7/4w 
Uamd^ht Italians tbemfclves) had agreed, 
before they went, on certain terms between 
them two, to pick out all the rare and va- 
luable ones, which the abbot was to let him 
have for low prices, as being in a manner 
trafli, for fo Ficarotii was to wink at hirp 5 
by which means they plundered the poor 
ecclefiaftic, while he was hugging himfelf 
on his, and his friend's, duping the young 
Englijh cully. When they were come down, 
and got out of the convent. Sir Andrew 
embraced Ficaroni^ and faid to him, as 
Augufius and Lacinius might have done j 
** Noifmmo due hecchi jututi. We are a coi}^ 
pie of precious dogs.*' 
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Hfuprlm^ffiilirum eaufie m^rtalihs ^grh^ 
Naturmm m/dn Deum ; jufta ite pnt^rif 
Tbun fi9f cadum^u$ ftr^s ofvtrtiu ritus* 
Miti tjt cognatam eft bomini Dius. 

Sil.Ital.IV. 794« 

f* \ RISTOTLE's phyfician prefcribing 

xV to him, in a diforder he had, the 

tihilofopher defired, he would not treat him 

like 
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like 4 hedger or a hog-driver, but tefl hini 
what he would have him fwallow,. and 
why \ that his reafon being convinced, he 
might take the potion with the leTs reluc* 
tance, and it might operate with the grca^ 
tcr energy." 

.This was like a man who was not ufed to 
take things on truft, and implicitly; ftfr, 
in all arts and fciences, the genuine truth 
is open and apparent i where that ends, and 
myftcry begins, all the reft is trade j and it 
was a fine charader of Garih^ that ** No 
phyfician knew his art more, nor his trade 
Ids/* One of our great divines, a moft 
worthy, as well as reverend, bifhop *, told 
my father, (in my hearing) who was full of 
doubts and fcruples then in matters of 
faith, when I was a boy, that •* where my- 
ftcry began, religion ended/* It makes 
wild work where reafon does not govern 
the raptures which religious enthufiafm in-^ 
fpires. 

" The fame excellent and honeft divine 
advifed my father, at that time, as he was 
deprcffed with doubts, to * make a truce 

with 



with texts and fathers^ and read Don ^ixi 
fie I* telling him, withal, that, ^ in his pre* 
lent lituation of mind, and weakncfs of 
fpirits, he was not capable of doing them 
juftice, nor was equal to fuch high points 
of fpeculation/ * Ah, doiftor,* laid my fat 
ther, * but if I Ihould be miftaken, and 
put up with an erroneous faith ?* * Well,' 
faid the good divine, and conlRiant friend ^, 
(for he loved my father,- for his fincere and 
warm defire to know his duty, and how he 
might bed pleafe his Maker ; and, I am 
morally fure, that he never, in one fingle 
inilance in his whole long life, did or faid 
any one thing that he thought would dif- 
pleafe him,) * well, and if you fliould ?* * If 

[• As fuch, among the pidlurcs of his particular 
friends, painted by^ himfelf, Mr. Richardjtn had art 
admirable one of this amiable prelate, of which arch<« 
biihop Herrings (who juflly venerated the charader of 
jhis firil patron) makes the following mention, in a let- * 
ter to Mr. Ouncomhe^ dated ** Jiu^. 5» «750»" " I 
was the other day at your friend Mr. RicharJ/onU to 
fee ai head of bifhop FUct^woo^^ of his father's painting. 
He was very polite ; and, on mv afking ' whether iie 
would part with it,' he coufentea, and we foou agreed 
upon the terms." 

This head, while the archblAiop lived, graced Z/iw- 
ieth gallery, and, by his lad will, he bequeathed it XA 
the (late) . carl of Hardwckt^ his '< ever honoured 
incnd."] 

I fliould/ 
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I (hould? *faid my father, in furprife j • if 
I ihould be miftakenj after the utmoft dili«> 
gent enquiry I can make, I am fure to make 
my God my enemy/ • Are you ? faid 
Fleetwood^ warmly, * then he is no God for 
me :• which expreflion f for they were his 
very words, as I have often heard my dear 
father relate them) he proceeded to explain, 
and foften, by giving him a juft and rea* 
fonable idea of the common father of man* 
kind." 

Indeed, as God hath made man after his 
own image, man may be faid, in one fenfe, 
to make every one his particular God, after 
his own image; for furcly this great uni- 
verfal idea is cflentially different in every in- 
dividual, according to his own make (as it 
may be faid) of mind, and powers and man- 
ner of reception ; in extremes it muft feeih 
evident to all. How different a being is the 
God of Locke J or Newton^ or jirtjlotle^ from' 
that of liis hedger or hog-driver ! Yet all 
pafs in grofs, and among the grofs, for the 
fame unanimous reception .of the mod fu- 
blime idea the human mind can receive, fo 
infinitely (hort as it can be received, even 
by the moft exalted. 

AD. 
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' • ''APblTIONAL NOTES. ' ' \ 

TMfit 204. Sir Godfr^ knelkr^y bevig at firfl defign* 

ed for a military life, was firnt ta Leyden^ wherr 

/. .:hc. appHcd to mathematics and fortification.? 

ir^if^WtAfl^cJateiMf tainting^ \\\. 109, 

• This will» in Come dtgite, account for his mif> 
''. ' ' litary tallc, wliich is alio stxy confpicuous in his 

picture (by himfclf ) in the gallcrv of painters^ 
. at FUrtme. ** Sir G^iffrtf Knelhr (fays lord 
Corki) is placed on high. He looks /icrce» and« 
by his drcil and pollure^ Teems fitter to hold a 
truncheon than a pencil." 

Letters from Italj, p. 8^ 

Page 169. •* Hugh Howardt (fays Mr. Waif ok) bct- 

• ter known by Prior*% beautiful verfes to him, 
than by his own works, was fon of Ralph Jhnjuari^ 
M. D. and was born in Dnbhut Felt> 7, 167^. 
The greateft and latter pat t of his life he (pent in 
£ttglandf praAifmg painting; at lead, with ap- 
plaufc ; but, haviog ingratiated hiuifelf, by hi^ 
fame and knowledge of hands, wjith men ot the 
fird rank, particularly the duke of Dc^-jonfljire and 
lord Pemhr^ke^ and, by a parfimonious manage** 
ment of his good fortune, he was enabled to quit 

' * tlic practical part of his profcflion for the laft 
;|weniy years of his life, the latter ])ccr having 
obtained Ibr him the pods of keeper of the Hate 

{aper€, and pay-mader of his majcdy's palaces. 
le died March 17, 1737/* 
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